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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
Leaders must act  

responsibly to uphold  
honour of nation 

Since independence, leaders in the highest govern-

ment positions have also served as opposition leaders, 

each with their own political ideologies. Despite opposing 

government policies, they never undermined the nation 

or its achievements. They stood by the government on 

matters of unity and integrity, displaying patriotism beyond 

political differences. Also Read - Rahul Gandhi to visit his 

constituency Rae Bareli tomorrow However, a new trend 

has emerged—if one opposes the ruling party at the Centre 

or in states, they resort to baseless allegations, discrediting 

their own country while praising others. This pattern was 

evident once again on Monday when Leader of Opposition 

(LoP) Rahul Gandhi made sweeping and objectionable re-

marks, which his party supporters and spokespersons de-

fended without logic. Also Read - Rahul Gandhi' s tribute 

to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj on his birth anniversary 

stokes BJP's ire Rahul Gandhi recently posted a 9.15-

minute video titled “Industrial Vision for India” on social 

media, showcasing a banned Chinese-made DJI drone. He 

emphasised the evolving role of drone technology in 

warfare, citing Ukraine as an example, and criticised the 

BJP government for failing to harness its potential. However, 

he overlooked how drone technology has been instrumental 

in India. In Andhra Pradesh, drones aided disaster man-

agement during heavy floods in Vijayawada. Also Read - 

Rahul Gandhi to take up Save Samvidhan Yatra soon In 

Punjab, the BSF recently seized narcotics transported via 

DJI drones from Pakistan. Security forces report that 70-

80% of drones used by Pakistan-based narco-terrorists are 

DJI-made. Similar drones were used for surveillance by 

militants in Manipur during ethnic clashes, prompting the 

Army and Assam Rifles to shoot down at least 18 last year. 

The very technology he seemed to promote is being misused 

against India. Also Read - Rahul and Tharoor meeting 

eases tensions in Kerala in Congress DJI is a globally recog-

nised brand widely used for filmmaking, photography, and 

adventure sports. While India’s drone industry is still de-

veloping, rather than merely highlighting China’s advance-

ments, it would have been more constructive for Rahul to 

study the sector and propose ways to enhance India’s drone 

capabilities. He should have known that not just China 

there are other countries like the US and Israel which lead 

in drone technology, and that India is also a significant 

player in the global UAV market. While India has invested 

in indigenous drone manufacturing, further prioritisation 

of R&D is essential to reduce foreign dependence and 

achieve technological self-sufficiency. The US possesses 

the world’s largest military drone fleet, using drones for 

surveillance, strikes, and signal jamming. China leads the 

consumer drone market, with DJI being the world’s largest 

manufacturer. 
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Mumbai: The British psy-

chological th ri ller ‘The

Eye’, which stars Shruti

Haasan, is set to have its

India premiere as the

opening feature of the 5th

Wench Fi lm Fest iva l,

founded by Sapna

Bhavnani.The film festival

is dedicated to horror,

sci-fi, and fantasy films,

and will be held from Feb-

ruary 27 to March 2.‘The

Eye’ marks Shruti’s inter-

national debut as a lead-

ing lady, and is directed by

Daphne Schmon. The

film tells the haunting

story of Diana (played by

Shruti Haasan), who jour-

neys to the remote island

where her husband Felix

(Mark Rowley) drowned,

seeking closure by scat-

ter ing his

ashes.However, her grief

soon turns to intrigue

when she learns of the

mys terious ‘Evi l Eye ’

ritual, an ancient practice

that might bring Felix

back but demands a dark

and unsettling sacrifice.

The film has been shot in

Athens and Corfu.Talking

about the film’s Indian pre-

miere, Shrut i sh ared,

“Psychological th ril lers

have always been a genre

that fascinates me. To be

Shruti Haasan’s international

debut project ‘The Eye’ to open

5th Wench Film Festival

part of a story that dives deep into human emo-

tions, grief, and the supernatural is incredibly ex-

citing. Besides the fact that the film has a riveting

storyline and top-notch production quality, what

makes this project even more special is that it was

created under an all-women-led production house,

which aligns with my passion for supporting

women in the film industry.”“Furthermore, this film

champions a susta inable way of fil mmaking,

something that the world desperately needs. If we

want to continue telling our stories, we must be

able to tell them in a manner that is conscious of

our impact,” she added.Director Daphne Schmon

said, “‘The Eye’ is both a love letter to Corfu, the

island where my family is from, and an explora-

tion of the dark psychological impulses surround-

ing grief. The story demanded an actor who could

embody its emotional depth and complexity, and

Shruti Haasan was the perfect fit. Her ability to

navigate Diana’s grief, paranoia, and resilience

with such authenticity is truly remarkable. It was

only an artiste of Shruti’s calibre who could do jus-

tice to this role, and she has delivered a stellar

performance that will leave a lasting impact.”

The film has been pro duced by Fingerp ri nt

Content.Looks like love is still in the air! With the

release of ‘Nadaaniyan’ inching closer, the excite-

ment surrounding the film is only intensifying.The

latest reel featuring Ibrahim Ali Khan and Khushi

Kapoor grooving to ‘Ishq Mein’ has set the social

media on a buzz, offering fans a playful glimpse

into their chemistry. The video captures the duo

vibing to the track, but the real twist comes when

Ibrahim amusingly chooses Khushi’s dog over her,

perf ectly captioned as “W hen Ishq takes a

paws.”This light-hearted moment has sparked

speculation amongst the audience, could this re-

flect their dynamic in the film, where love comes

with unexpected distractions? Or, is it simply a

fun nod to their off-screen camaraderie?

Sanjay Dutt’s next titled ‘The
Bhootnii’ is to release on this date

Mumbai: As promised,

Sanjay Dutt has re -

vealed the name of his

forthcoming action-hor-

ror comedy on the aus-

picious occasion of

Maha Shivra tri .The

makers of ‘Sanam Teri

Kasam’, Soham

Rockstar Entert ain-

ment, and Three Di-

mension Motion Picture

shared that their next

has been tit led “The

Bhootnii”. They further

revealed that the project

will be hitting the the-

atre s on 18th Apri l

2025.Dropping the an-

nouncement on his IG,

Sanjay Dutt wrote, “This

Good Friday, fear gets

a new date

”#FridayThe18th! Get

ready for horror, action,

and comedy like never

before! #TheBhootnii

machayegi taandav in

cinemas on April 18th!”

For the unversed, the

film was earlier titled

“The Virgin Tree”, but

has now been re -

named.The makers

also shared a small

teaser of the drama

which gives us an in-

sight into the mystical

world where ‘love turns

into darkness’. Made

under the direction of

Sidhaant Sachdev, the

film brings together a

star-studded cast fea-

turi ng Sanjay Dutt,

Mouni Roy, Palak

Tiwari, Sunny Singh,

Beyounick and Aasif

Khan in key roles, along

with others .Soham

Rockstar Entertainment

and Three Dimension

Motion Pictures are pre-

senting “The Bhootnii”,

which has been pro-

duced under the banner

of A Soham Rockstar

Entertainment Produc-

tion by Deepak Mukut,

Sanjay Dutt, Hunar

Mukut, and Maanayata

Dutt.Yesterd ay, the

makers shared an ee-

rie poster from the up-

coming drama on so-

cial media, announcing

that the title and release

date for the project will

be unveiled during Maha

Shivratri on February

26.The post was cap-

ti oned, “Mahadev ki

bhakti main shakti hai!

Bohot hua wait! Baba is

locking the date!

(“There is power in the

devotion to Mahadev!

Enough waiting! Baba

is locking the

date!)”Additionally, Sanjay Dutt’s lineup includes the

much-awaited sequel ‘Welcome to the Jungle.’  The

Ahmed Khan’s directorial enjoys an ensemble cast

with Akshay Kumar, Raveena Tandon Disha Patani,

Suniel Shetty, Lara Dutta, Bobby Deol, Jacqueline

Fernandez, Paresh Rawal, Arshad Warsi, Rajpal

Yadav, Johny Lever, Shreyas Talpade, and Tusshar

Kapoor.Furthermore, Sanjay Dutt will also be seen

playing a crucial role in ‘Son of Sardaar 2’ . The

drama has Ajay Devgn and Mrunal Thakur as the lead

pair. Directed by Vijay Kumar Arora, Ajay Devgn has

produced the film under the banner of Devgn Films in

collaboration with Jio Studios.Bollywood actor Preity

Zinta expressed her frustration over misinformation

and irresponsible reporting. In a strongly worded post,

Zinta criticised newspeople who, according to her, fail

to verify facts before publishing stories. On Tuesday,

the actor took to her social media handle to voice out

her annoyance regarding the matter.Taking to the

microblogging site X (previously known as Twitter),

the Dil Hai Tumhaara actor wrote, "So much misin-

formation going around but thank god for social me-

dia and thank god for X!" She highlighted her long-

standing concerns about the lack of accountability in

the media, claiming that respected journalists often

publish incorrect stories without issuing corrections

or apologies."All through my career I have seen so

many respected journalists get so many stories com-

pletely wrong & never have the decency to correct

the story or apologise," she wrote.The actor also re-

vealed her personal struggles with false reporting,

stating that she has had to take legal action multiple

times, incurring significant expenses in prolonged

court battles. "I have also gone to court and spent a

tonne of money fighting cases that go on & on & on,"

she said.Bollywood actor Preity Zinta expressed her

frustration over misinformation and irresponsible re-

porting. In a strongly worded post, Zinta criticised

newspeople who, according to her, fail to verify facts

before publishing stories. On Tuesday, the actor took

to her social media handle to voice out her annoy-

ance regarding the matter.Taking to the microblogging

site X (previously known as Twitter), the Dil Hai

Tumhaara actor wrote, "So much misinformation go-

ing around but thank god for social media and thank

god for X!" She highlighted her long-standing concerns

about the lack of accountability in the media, claiming

that respected journalists often publish incorrect sto-

ries without issuing corrections or apologies.Zinta

then called for greater accountability in journalism, an-

nouncing her intentin to publicly name reporters who

fail to verify information before publishing. Her post

specifically mentioned a journalist, urging her to

cross-check facts before writing stories that involve

her."I think it's time we start holding them responsible

right here so there is some accountability in the fu-

ture. I'm definitely going to start naming all these jour-

nalists who write articles without following up or inve-

tigating the stories. If you don’t value my reputation

then sorry I don't value yours. Next time pls call me

and find out if the story is true or not before mention-

ing my name," she wrote."Just like you, I have spent

years working hard and building a reputation so if you

don't care about mine I don't care about yours" she

asserted, making it clear that she would no longer

remain silent.Bollywood actor Preity Zinta expressed

her frustration over misinformation and irresponsible

reporting. In a strongly worded post, Zinta criticised

newspeople who, according to her, fail to verify facts

before publishing stories. On Tuesday, the actor took

to her social media handle to voice out her annoy-

ance regarding the matter.Taking to the microblogging

site X (previously known as Twitter), the Dil Hai

Tumhaara actor wrote, "So much misinformation go-

ing around but thank god for social media and thank

god for X!" She highlighted her long-standing concerns

about the lack of accountability in the media, claiming

that respected journalists often publish incorrect sto-

ries without issuing corrections or apologies.

Parineeti Chopra begins
shooting for her OTT series debut
Mumbai: Bollywood actress

Parineeti Chopra has officially

started shooting for her highly

anticipated series OTT debut

with a Netflix project. On Tues-

day, the Kesari actress took

to her social media handles

and shared a note that read,

“Some mysteries don’t just

unfold - they pull you in, keep

you guessing, and refuse to let

go”. A new mystery thriller se-

ries is in the making! Can’t

wait for you all to see this

labour of love from Team Netflix

and us, when it’s  ready!

Shooting had begun .. Mark-

ing my OTT series debut!” Also

Read - Airtel Introduces Apple

TV+ and Apple Music for Home

Wi-Fi and Postpaid Users She

also posted photos of other

cast members, including Tahir

Raj Bhasin, Anup Soni, Jen-

nife r Winget, Chaita nnya

Choudhry, Harleen Sethi, and

Soni Razdan. Parineeti is all

set to make her digital debut

with a thril ling drama for

Netflix. Set against the sce-

nic backdrop of Shimla's hills,

the upcoming yet-to-be-titled

project is poised to deliver an

intense mix of mystery and

suspense. Produced by Siddharth P. Malhotra and Sapna

Malhotra, the series will be directed by Rensil D'Silva. Also

Read - Two Thrilling Web Series to Stream on OTT Plat-

forms on Feb 28 ADVERTISEMENT Speaking about the

show, creators Siddharth Malhotra and Rensil D’silva shared,

in a statement, “We are thrilled to collaborate on this Noir

Mystery Thriller with Netflix, a platform that celebrates

storytelling in its most diverse and compelling forms.

Second single from

‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu’

turns out to be an in-

stant chartbuster; film

to release on March 28

Hyderabad: The much-awaited second single

from power star Pawan Kalyan’s upcoming mag-

num opus ‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu’ has just been

release d, and i t has beco me an inst ant

chartbuster, further raising expectations for the

film .From the very first note, the song, tit led

‘Kollagottinadhiro’, hooks listeners with its high

energy beats and electri fy ing vibe. Pawan

Kalyan’s unmatched screen presence after a

long time adds to the excitement, keeping fans

glued to their screens.Nidhhi Agerwal, who is

paired opposite the power star brings a refresh-

ing charm to the visuals making their on screen

chemistry a delight to watch. The song also fea-

tures Anasuya Bharadwaj and Pujitha Ponnada,

adding grace and elegance with their dance

moves.Composed by Oscar-winning music di-

rector MM Keeravani, the song is an absolute

earworm, enchanting listeners from the very first

play. The track features an ensemble of power-

house singers across mult iple languages —

Mangli, Rahul Sipligunj, Ramya Behara, Yamini

Ghantasala, Airaa Udupi, Mohana Bhogaraju,

Vaishnavi Kannan, Sudeep Kumar and Aruna

Mary, each bringing their unique touch to this

mesmerising composition.The soulful and

impactful lyrics penned by Chandrabose, Abbas

Tyrewala, PA Vijay, Varadharaj Chikkaballapura

and Mankombu Gopalakrishnan add another

layer of magic, making this track even more

special.Directed by Jyothi Krishna and Krish

Jagarlamudi, and backed by AM Ratnam under

Mega Surya Production, ‘Hari Hara Veera Mallu’

is set to be the f irst major release of summer

2025, as it is gearing up to hit the big screens on

March 28. This larger-than-life spectacle prom-

ises to take the box-office by storm.

Blockbuster ‘Chhaava’ set to

roar in cinemas in Telugu,

to premiere on March 7

Hyderabad: Riding high on an unprecedented wave of ad-

miration and fan fervour, ‘Chhaava’, the historical epic

chronicling the valiant life of Chhatrapati Sambhaji

Maharaj, is al l set to make its grand debut in

Telugu.Responding to the overwhelming audience de-

mand, the filmmakers have now decided to dub and the-

atrically release the film in Telugu on March 7. ‘Chhaava’

was originally released in Hindi. The Telugu release of

the movie wil l be helmed by Geetha Arts

Distributions.Produced by Dinesh Vijan’s Maddock Films

and directed by Laxman Utekar, ‘Chhaava’ stars Vicky

Kaushal in the lead role, with Rashmika Mandanna as

Yesubai Bhonsale, Akshaye Khanna as Aurangzeb,

Diana Penty as Zinat-un-Nissa Begum, Ashutosh Rana

as Hambirrao Mohite, and Divya Dutta as

Soyarabai.Since its release on February 14, the film has

been on a record-breaking spree, surpassing Rs 417.20

crore GBOC in India in just 11 days.With its gripping

storytelling, stellar performances, and a powerful tribute

to the legacy of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, ‘Chhaava’

continues to reign supreme in the hearts of audiences.
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