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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
All eyes on RBI: Will it cut 
rates to prop up growth? 

 

The Union Budget 2025-26 has finally met the 

long-awaited demand of the middle class, pinned down as 

it is by a persistent inflation, particularly of food items, 

and stagnancy in wages despite a record surge in the after-

tax profits of corporates. FM Nirmala Sitharaman did not 

waver at the outgo of Rs 1 lakh crore due to tax exemption 

for up to Rs 12 lakh, saying the tax base itself is small and 

reposes trust in the middle class loosening their purse 

strings to boost private consumption – a critical factor 

amid RBI lowering GDP forecast to 6.6% from 7.2%, and 

govt lowering it to 6.4%. Even as the dust has settled and 

analysts are poring over allocations for critical sectors, the 

euphoria among the middle class is spilling over and all 

eyes are now on the Reserve Bank of India if it will also 

cheer them by easing interest rates. The next RBI Monetary 

Policy Committee meeting is scheduled from February 5 

to 7. There are keen expectations from the common man 

and the industry alike for lower rates. Following a budget 

booster to private consumption, in view of slackness in in-

vestments by industry and businesses, people feel enthused 

about the new RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra recognising 

the need to support growth rather than status quo for fear 

of stoking inflation further. They feel the onus is on the 

RBI to further stimulate the demand generation. Also Read 

- Govt creating new Income Tax Act for techdriven taxpayers, 

scrapping convoluted older law In recent weeks, the RBI 

undertook certain measures to infuse liquidity in the 

system, despite the inflation ruling above its target (4% 

with +/- 2%). For more than four years, it has shunned 

easing the repo rate from 6.5%. The repo is the rate that 

the RBI lends to commercial banks. RBI also uses cash 

reserve ratio or CRR, the percentage of a bank’s deposits 

that it must keep in reserves with the RBI. By raising or 

lowering the CRR, the central bank affects liquidity in the 

economy. In December 2024, the RBI slashed the CRR by 

50 basis points to 4% to influse ?1.16 lakh crore into the 

banking system. Also Read - Budget caters to every section 

of society:CM It is true that interest rate cuts won’t increase 

disposable incomes of consumers, unlike fewer taxes or 

more direct benefit transfers; but, they will lead to more 

investments and less unemployment. A cut in repo rate 

will lead to lower loan interest rates, paving way for more 

borrowing and spending in the economy. But there are as 

many sceptics as hopefuls. They point out that with the in-

flation not showing any signs of abatement, the central 

bank may not be willing to risk making borrowing any less 

expensive for banks. If done, it will increase money supply 

in the system, making it difficult to cool down inflation. 

They are pouring water on high expectations of interest 

rate cuts in wake of record depreciation in the rupee value, 

by as much as 3%, due to external pressures and a slowing 

economy. Even then, there is still room for moderate rate 

cuts, contend the hopefuls.
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Hyderabad: World Cancer

Day is celebrated on Feb-

ruary 4 every year to raise

awareness about the dis-

ease, its prevention, ben-

efits of early detection and

treatment. The global ini-

tiative is led by the Union

for International Cancer

Control (UICC) to inform,

educate, and unite people

to fight this disease. The

cause saw massive sup-

port from celebrities who

through their stories of

fighting the disease gave

hope to millions.Fro m

Sonali Bendre, Sanjay Dutt

to Mahima Chaudhry,

many Bollywood celebri-

ties emerged as real-life

warriors fighting cancer

with determination and re-

sil ience. Their journeys

serve as a testament to

their undying spirit, giving

many a ray of hope in the

testing times. These ac-

to rs chose their social

media to share their sto-

ries to enlighten people

and remind them that they

are not alone.Let us have

a look at Bollywood actors

who braved cancer and

opened up about their jour-

neys serv ing as

inspirations.The Hum Sath

Sath Hain actor was diag-

nosed with cancer in 2018.

The actor dropped up-

dates about her treatment

on her social media

handle, wherein she in-

formed that she underwent

treatment in New York City

for stage 4 metastatic can-

cer. Despite doctors telling

her she had only a 30 per-

cent surv ival chance,

Bendre re mained

optimistic.She revealed

her family and friends' sup-

port helped her pull through

the toughest time of under-

going chemo. With her

positive outlook, the actor

fought cancer, having suc-

cessfully overcome the

disease in 2021.Bollywood

actor Sanjay Dutt 's life

turned upside down after

he was diagnosed with

stage 4 lung cancer in

2020. Feeling breathless,

he was rushed to a hospi-

tal where he was informed

of non-small cell lung can-

cer (NSCLC) in his body.

The Munna Bhai MBBS

actor underwent treatment

in Mumbai and was de-

clare d cancer- fre e in

2021.Mann actor Manisha

Koirala was 42 years old

Larissa Bonesi Reacts to Aryan

Khan's The Bads of Bollywood An-

nouncement, Calls Him "Number 1"

when she discovered she was struggling with ova-

rian cancer in 2012. The actor refused to back down

and stayed positive throughout her cancer battle. The

actor underwent surgery and chemotherapy outside

of India and was finally able to come out stronger.

She even wrote down her experiences with the dis-

ease in a memoir titled How Cancer Gave Me a New

Life. Her journey has been nothing short of an inspi-

ration.Mahima Chaudhry.Actor Mahima Chaudhry,

known for her roles in Pardes and Dhadkan, was

diagnosed with breast cancer in 2022. The actor's

fans were left shocked after they learned about her

cancer battle from Anupam Kher's social media post.

After undergoing chemotherapy and several rounds

of treatment, Chaudhry was able to defeat cancer.

She has since been vocal about her treatment jour-

ney, the lows she faced, and how she found the

strength to come out cancer-free.Veteran actor and

member of Parliament Kirron Kher was diagnosed

with multiple myeloma, a type of blood cancer. Her

son Sikander shared the actor's health updates with

her fans via his social media handle. Recently, Kirron

revealed that she kept up with her professional com-

mitments despite her struggle with cancer.Apart

from the aforementioned actors, several other

Bollywood personalities including Lisa Ray, Rakesh

Roshan, Anurag Basu, and Tahira Kashyap, have

also battled cancer and emerged stronger. Their

stories are a reminder that early detection and will-

power can help overcome cancer.Shahid Kapoor and

Pooja Hegde's much-anticipated film Deva, directed

by Malayalam filmmaker Rosshan Andrrews in his

Hindi debut, opened on January 31 to mixed reviews.

Despite the buzz, the film showed only a slight im-

provement in its second day of earnings. Deva col-

lected ?11.37 crore over its opening weekend, with

?5.5 crore on Day 1 and an estimated ?5.87 crore on

Day 2, according to Sacnilk. Also Read - Deva Re-

view: Shahid Kapoor's Mass Appeal Steals the Show

in this Reworked Version of Mumbai Police The

movie, which follows ACP Dev Ambre (played by

Shahid Kapoor), a hot-headed cop who loses his

memory while investigating a murder, managed to

secure a 5.84% occupancy for morning shows,

11.28% in the afternoon, and 14.20% in the evening

on its second day. Though the action drama faced

stiff competition from Sky Force, it still earned ?10.31

crore gross on its opening day, with ?6.82 crore from

domestic collections and ?3.49 crore from overseas

markets. On its second day, the film grossed ?6.60

crore in India and ?10.10 crore worldwide, as per trade

reports. Also Read - Shahid Kapoor Showcases U&i's

Latest Offerings in Dynamic Digital Ad Film Deva is an

adaptation of Rosshan Andrrews' 2013 Malayalam film

Mumbai Police, with several key changes, particularly

in the film's climax. Pooja Hegde stars as Dev’s girl-

friend, Divya Sathaye, a journalist who is central to the

plot. While the film has received mixed reviews, Shahid

Kapoor's performance has garnered praise for his por-

trayal of the complex lead character. Also Read - ‘Deva’

director keeps climax a mystery for actors to enhance

suspense Ahead of the release, Shahid Kapoor shared

a heartfelt message on social media, reflecting on the

intense effort that went into making the film. He described

Deva as a culmination of a year’s worth of hard work,

with his heart, soul, and years of experience infused

into the project. "My heart, my soul. My work, my dedi-

cation. My love for acting. My affection for my audience.

My years of experience, my inner creative child—ev-

erything is in this DEVA," Shahid wrote. As Deva contin-

ues its box-office journey, it will be interesting to see

how it performs during the rest of the weekend amidst

the ongoing competition.Bollywood actor Sonam Kapoor

paid a heartfelt tribute to late fashion designer Rohit Bal

on Saturday at Le Meridien in Gurugram.

World Cancer Day 2026:
Sonali Bendre, Manisha Koirala,

Other Bollywood Actors

Who Conquered the Disease

Shah Rukh Khan re-

cently revealed an ex-

citing teaser for his son

Ary an Khan’s

Bollywood debut with

the upcoming web se-

ri es The Ba** ds of

Bollywood*, set to re-

lease on Netflix in 2025.

Aryan Khan’s rumored

girl fri end Lari ssa

Bonesi wasted no time

showing her support for

him on social media,

calling him "number 1."

On February 3, 2025,

Aryan’s father, Shah

Rukh Khan, introduced

the teaser with a light-

hearted video where

Ary an dire cts him,

showcasing a humor-

ous intera ction be-

tween the two. Shah

Rukh captioned the

post, saying: “Picture

toh saalon se baki hai

par show toh ab shuru

hoga. Witness Aryan

Khan’s take on

Bollywood… The

Ba**ds of Bollywood*,

coming soon.” Also

Read - Abhishek

Bachchan: A journey of

Resilience and Versatil-

ity In response to the

announcement of The

Bads of Bollywood***,

Larissa Bonesi’s reac-

tion on Instagram was

nothing short of enthu-

siastic. She re-shared

the teaser on her

Instagram Stories, writ-

ing, “Thaaat’s fire! The

Ba** ds of

Bollywood*—the most

awaite d show in the

whole world. By the

beast, the genius, and

the number one, Aryan

Khan.” Larissa’s sup-

port for Aryan Khan is

evident in her post,

where she affection-

ately calls him "t he

number one" and con-

tinues to hype up his

upcoming project. This

reaction adds to the

gro wing buzz sur-

ro unding Ary an's

Bollywood debut in

2025, marking a signifi-

cant step in his career

after years of anticipa-

tion. Also Read - Farah

Khan Gave Up on

Teaching Dance to

Junaid Khan Durin g

'Loveyapa' Shoot:

Here's Why At Netflix’s

Next event, Shah Rukh

Khan expressed his

pride in his children’s

ventures—Aryan step-

ping into direction and

Suhana beginning her

acting career. He shared a heartfelt wish that the In-

dian audience would show them both the same love

and support he has received throughout his career

hoping that even “50% of that love” would be enough

for them. Also Read - Ananya Panday excels in

Megaformer class The Ba**ds of Bollywood* is set to

be a captivating journey into Bollywood’s chaotic world

focusing on the story of an ambitious outsider and his

friends navigating the industry’s ups and downs. The

series promises a blend of humor, drama, and glam-

our, with celebrity reactions to Aryan Khan’s project

already fueling the excitement for its 2025 release. The

series will feature special appearances by top stars

from the Indian film industry, adding to the allure of

Aryan Khan’s web series latest update. With Larissa

Bonesi’s unwavering support and the widespread an

ticipation, Aryan Khan’s The Ba*ds of Bollywood** is

undoubtedly one of the most awaited projects in the

Indian entertainment industry this year.Pop sensation

Charli XCX is at the top of her game. At the 2025

Grammy ceremony, Charli took home three Grammy

Awards: Best Dance Pop Recording for Von Dutch

Best Electronic/Dance Album for Brat, and Best Re-

cording Package as the art director of the album's vi

sual aesthetic.Talking of Brat, the album was one of

the most talked about records of the year, receiving a

total of eight Grammy nominations. The album go

nominated in two of the most vouched-for categories

Album of the Year and Best Pop Solo Perfor-

mance.Before creating this major milestone in he

musical career, the singer showcased her immense

talent at the 2025 Grammys with her debut perfor

mance. She delivered an electrifying gig at the venue

Crypti.com Arena prior to the show. Charli had the

audience tapping their feet joining her on the beats o

the song 360, a Grammy-nominated song from he

album titled Brat.Charli has been active in the music

industry for more than a decade now. She has with

time only proved her mettle. Her standout momen

came after she made an X post in support of 2024

Presidential candidate Kamala Harris. In the summe

of 2024, referring to her album, she humorously posted

"Kamala IS brat" on X. The tweet gained traction with

her album coming into focus.But did you know, the

pop icon has Indian roots? Charli, born as Charlotte

Emma Aitchison is half Indian from her mother's side

Born to a half-Gujarati Indian mother, Shameera, and

a Scottish father, Jon Aitchison, the different worlds

shaped her perspective heavily. Her mother grew up

in Uganda but had to leave the country with her family

in the 1970s after then-President Idi Amin ordered the

expulsion of the Asian population.Opening up to an

international magazine, she said: "I grew up in two

half-lives, I suppose, adding, "When I would go and

visit my mum's family, I felt very Indian. It was all the

classic scenes of my nani and bappa cooking with

Bollywood films playing in the background and every

body speaking in Gujarati."However, her world at home

with her father's side of the family was mostly white

This difference in cultures left the singer feeling like

an outsider in both worlds, a sentiment familiar to many

mixed-race individuals. "I never quite felt like I fit into

either world," she concluded.Two images from two

tweets have been marked as ‘copyright infringements’

Basis which my X account is locked / disabled, I can’

access it and permanent suspension has been ap

proved by your teams,” she wrote.The actor, known

for films such as “Nil Battey Sannata”, “Tanu Weds

Manu” franchise, and “Veere Di Wedding”, had then

shared a screenshot of the “email” she received from

the team of X on Instagram and criticised the decision

as “ridiculous” and “untenable”.The next day, in an

Instagram post, Bhasker said the email that was sen

“claiming suspension was fake”.“When I clicked those

links my account got hacked… This is the fake emai

ID… Real email from X. And it’s super scary because

the fake link took me to a proper ditto lookalike site o

X with the logo and everything and I even filled out an

appeal form that asked for govt. ID !!!“

Farah Khan Gave Up on

Teaching Dance to Junaid

Khan During 'Loveyapa'

Shoot: Here's Why

Junaid Khan, who is all set to make his debut in the

romantic drama Loveyapa alongside Khushi Kapoor,

recently shared a funny incident about his dance

training with Farah Khan. During an appearance on

Bharti Singh and Harssh Limbachiyaa's YouTube

channel, Junaid revealed that Farah Khan canceled

his dance sequence in the film after seeing his per-

formance. Also Read - Abhishek Bachchan: A jour-

ney of Resilience and Versatility Junaid recalled,

"Farah ma’am canceled our dance. During rehears-

als, her assistants taught us the steps. But when

she saw me perform, she decided to keep only

Khushi’s dance and canceled my part. She asked

me to perform in front of her, watched me, and said,

‘Tujhse nahi hoga, tu chalke aa. Khushi se dance

hoga, tu baithke dekh isko’ (You won’t be able to do

it, just walk over. Khushi will dance, you just sit and

watch)." Also Read - Larissa Bonesi Reacts to Aryan

Khan's The Bads of Bollywood Announcement, Calls

Him "Number 1" Admitting that he’s "very bad at

dancing," Junaid shared that he struggled with a

Garba dance sequence in the film, despite practic-

ing for 10 weeks, four hours daily. "I’m so thin in the

film – it’s all Vaibhavi ma’am’s (choreographer

Vaibhavi Merchant’s) magic. Shweta ma’am cut

everything from that song. I wasn’t looking good in

it, but she didn’t keep even one mid-shot of mine.

She only kept wide-to-close shots, and that’s why I

looked good." Also Read - Ananya Panday excels in

Megaformer class Farah Khan choreographed the

romantic song Rehna Kol for Loveyapa, in which

Khushi Kapoor performs a separate dance se-

quence while Junaid mostly admires her in the

music video. Directed by Advait Chandan, Loveyapa

is a Hindi remake of the Tamil film Love Today

(2022). The film is set to release on February 7 and

follows the love story of Baani (Khushi Kapoor) and

Gucci (Junaid Khan), who face challenges in their

relationship after the bride’s father forces them to

swap their phones for 24 hours.

Mumbai: Rasha Thadani recently shared a heartwarm-

ng moment with her mother, actress Raveena Tandon,

during the ongoing 'shaadi season.' The duo was seen

enjoying quality time together, bonding over the festive

spirit of weddings. Taking to her Instagram handle,

Rasha posted several photos from the wedding, where

she posed alongside her mother, grandmother, and

other family members. Also Read - US tariff fears hit

bourses In some of the images, Rasha flaunts her ra-

diant smile while posing with her doting mom, Raveena.

In a solo shot, she looks stunning in a shimmery golden

saree, styled with a bindi and bangles. Sharing the post,

Rasha simply wrote, “Shaadi season.”

Rasha Thadani bonds with

mom Raveena Tandon

during ‘shaadi season’
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