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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
Make children’s online 

protection rules foolproof 
 

With the pernicious influence of social media on 

children worsening by the day, as can be seen in their odd 

behaviours and rush to act like adults, aping wrong 

precedents, there has been a cry by certain groups in 

society, in many countries, to keep the children off the 

social media. Parents, educators, and psychologists have 

for some time been much chary of the social media weaving 

its negative influence on children by exposing them to cy-

berbullying, unrealistic comparisons, inferior and aggressive 

complexities, slowly leading them into cove of anxiety and 

depressing. The children thus get far removed from the re-

alities and real-life situations, even accessing inappropriate 

content such as gambling, drug abuse, pornography, or 

even fundamentalism. Many countries are rolling out or 

contemplating either total ban or curbs on children’s access 

to social media so as to ensure the online well-being of 

children. Australian government has tabled a bill in 

Parliament to ban children below the age of 16 from 

accessing several social media platforms. Said to be the 

first of its kind in the world, the draft bill proposes fines of 

up to A$50 million ($33 million) on platforms if they 

violate the age restriction protocols. It is said that about 

two-thirds of Australian children aged 14-17 are found to 

be exposed to inappropriate internet content. Of course, 

Elon Musk terms the move as “a backdoor way to control 

access to the internet by all Australians.” The move will 

certainly hit hard social media platforms such as TikTok, 

Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X, and Instagram. Australian 

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said the law would not 

allow any exemptions for children below 18 even with 

parental consent. - Trump 2.0 Has Already The World On 

The Edge France allows social media access to children 

below 15 only with parental consent. The European Union’s 

Digital Services Act (DSA) bans ads targeting children 

aged 17 and under. Facebook and Instagram are under 

probe over allegations that their algorithmic systems could 

induce “addictive behaviours.” This shows governments 

are empathising with the concerns of parents when it 

comes to supporting their children’s wellbeing online. Also 

Read - Tragedy in Tirupati: A Failure in Crowd Management 

and Safety Protocols India does have laws that do not 

allow accessing personal data of children below 18 and 

tracking their online behaviours. The government has 

released the draft Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) 

Rules, 2025 for public views. Since August 24, 2017, when 

the Supreme Court of India adjudicated that the right to 

privacy is protected under Article 21 and Part III of the 

Indian Constitution, it took seven years for the government 

to set about enforcing the fundamental right in electronic 

information arena, too. Colonial mindset stumbling block 

for Speed of Business The government proposes mandatory 

consent from parents instead of a total ban on children’s 

access to social media.
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Shahid Kapoor and Pooja

Hegde's much-anticipated

fi lm Deva, directed by

Malayalam fi lmmaker

Rosshan Andrrews in his

Hindi debut, opened on

January 31 to mixed re-

views. Despite the buzz,

the film showed only a slight

improvement in its second

day of earnings. Deva col-

lected ?11.37 crore over its

opening weekend, with

?5.5 crore on Day 1 and an

estimated ?5.87 crore on

Day 2, according to Sacnilk.

Also Read - Deva Review:

Shahid Kapoor's Mass Ap-

peal Steals the Show in this

Reworked Vers ion of

Mumbai Police The movie,

which follows ACP Dev

Ambre (played by Shahid

Kapoor), a hot-headed cop

who loses his memory

while investigating a mur-

der, managed to secure a

5.84% occupancy fo r

morning shows, 11.28% in

the afternoon, and 14.20%

in the evening on its sec-

ond day. Though the action

drama faced stiff competi-

tion from Sky Force, it still

earned ?10.31 crore gross

on its opening day, with

?6.82 crore from domestic

collections and ?3.49 crore

from overseas markets.

On its second day, the film

grossed ?6.60 crore in In-

dia and ?10.10 crore world-

wide, as per trade reports.

Also Read - Shahid Kapoor

Showcases U&i's Latest

Offerings in Dynamic Digi-

tal Ad Film Deva is an ad-

apta tion of Rosshan

Andrrews' 2013 Malayalam

film  Mumbai Police, with

several key changes, par-

ticularly in the film's climax.

Pooja Hegde sta rs as

Dev’s girlf rie nd, Divya

Sathaye, a journalist who is

central to the plot. While the

film has received mixed re-

views, Shahid Kapoor's

performance has garnered

praise for his portrayal of

the complex lead character.

Also Read - ‘Deva’ director

keeps climax a mystery for

actors to enhance sus-

pense Ahead of the release,

Shahid Kapoor shared a

heartfelt message on so-

cial media, reflecting on the

X reactivates Swara

Bhasker’s account

intense effort that went into making the film. He de-

scribed Deva as a culmination of a year’s worth of

hard work, with his heart, soul, and years of experi-

ence infused into the project. "My heart, my soul. My

work, my dedication. My love for acting. My affection

for my audience. My years of experience, my inner

creative child—everything is in this DEVA," Shahid

wrote. As Deva continues its box-office journey, it will

be interesting to see how it performs during the rest

of the weekend amidst the ongoing

competition.Bollywood actor Sonam Kapoor paid a

heartfelt tribute to late fashion designer Rohit Bal on

Saturday at Le Meridien in Gurugram. The event

Blenders Pride X FDCI Fashion Tour 2025 was held

in memory of the legendary designer, who passed

away in November 2024 at the age of 63. Kapoor

walked the ramp probably for the last time for the ace

designer in his collection.Kapoor took to the ramp in

a stunning ivory outfit by Bal. The actor broke down in

tears in the poignant celebration of Bal's contribution

to fashion and style. She fought back tears as she

folded her arms to mark her respect for the man she

referred to as Gudda.Bal, renowned for his ability to

blend traditional Indian craftsmanship with contem-

porary designs, was not just a designer but a mentor

and friend to many in the fashion industry, including

Kapoor. Her emotional walk showcases how deeply

Bal affected those he worked with or knew

personally.Talking to a news agency, Sonam said: "I

am so happy to be here for Gudda. I have been privi-

leged to wear his clothes many times and have had

the honour of walking for him. It feels wonderful to do

probably his last show," adding, "He embraced the

Indian aesthetic so beautifully, and that makes it time-

less and elegant."Celebrating Bal's legacy, a special

tribute segment was organised featuring sixty-three

prominent figures from diverse fields, including film-

maker Madhur Bhandarkar, fashion designer JJ

Valaya, and actors Eesha Gupta, Rahul Dev, and

Mughda Godse.Bollywood star Saif Ali Khan‘s son

Ibrahim Ali Khan will be making his debut digitally just

like his contemporaries such as Junaid Khan and

Agastya Nanda, among many others, with the roman-

tic drama christened ‘Nadaaniyan’, where he will be

seen paired alongside actor Khushi Kapoor.Directed

by debutant Shauna Gautam, the film also stars

Mahima Chaudhary, Suniel Shetty, Dia Mirza, Jugal

Hansraj.The young adult romantic drama is about

Piya, a bold and spirited girl from South Delhi, and

Arjun, a determined middle-class boy from Noida. As

their two completely different worlds collide, they

embark on a journey filled with mischief, heart, and

the sweet messiness of first love.Talking about the

film, producers of Dharmatic Entertainment share:

“Love has always been at the heart of our storytelling,

and with ‘Nadaaniyan’, we’re celebrating it in its pur-

est, most youthful form.”The film will be released on

the streaming giant Netflix. However, the release date

is still under wraps. “This film introduces a fresh, dy-

namic pairing with Ibrahim and Khushi, while also

marking the exciting debut of Ibrahim. It’s a story of

connection, chaos and relationships that perfectly

capture the essence of young love. Netflix, with its

unparalleled reach, is the ideal platform to bring this

vibrant and young romantic drama to audiences

around the world.”Making her directorial debut is

Shauna Gautam, who was also the assistant direc-

tor on ‘Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani’.

Shahid Kapoor-Pooja

Hegde Starrer Sees

Minimal Growth
Hyderabad: Pop sen-

sation Charli XCX is at

the top of her game. At

the 2025 Grammy cer-

emony, Charl i took

home three Grammy

Awards: Best Dance

Pop Recording for Von

Dutch, Best Electronic/

Dance Album for Brat,

and Best Recording

Package as the art di-

rector of the album's

visual aesthetic.Talking

of Brat, the album was

one of the most talked

about records of the

year, receiving a total of

eight Grammy nomina-

tions. The album got

nominated in two of the

most vouched-for cat-

egories: Album of the

Year and Best Pop Solo

Perfo rmance.Befo re

creating this major mile-

stone in her musical

care er, the singer

showcased her im-

mense ta lent at the

2025 Grammys with

her debut performance.

She delivered an elec-

trifying gig at the venue

Crypti.com Arena prior

to the show. Charli had

the audience tapping

their feet joining her on

the beats of the song

360, a Grammy-nomi-

nated song from her al-

bum titled Brat.Charli

has been active in the

music industry for more

than a decade now. She

has with time only

proved her mettle. Her

standout moment

came after she made

an X post in support of

2024 Presidential can-

didate Kamala Harris. In

the summer of 2024,

referring to her album,

she humorously posted

"Kamala IS brat" on X.

The tweet gained trac-

ti on with her album

coming into focus.But

did you know, the pop

icon has Indian roots?

Charli, born as Char-

lotte Emma Aitchison is

half Indian from her

mother's side. Born to

a half-Gujarati Indian

mother, Shameera ,

and a Scottish father,

Jon Aitchison, the differ-

ent worlds shaped her

perspective heavily. Her

mother gre w up in

Uganda but had to

leave the country with

her family in the 1970s

after then-President Idi

Amin ordered the ex-

puls ion of the Asian

population.Opening up

to an intern ational

magazine, she said: "I

grew up in two half-

lives, I suppose, add-

ing, "When I would go

and visit my mum's

family, I felt very Indian.

It was all the classic

scenes of my nani and

bappa cooking with

Bollywood films playing

in the background and

everybody speaking in

Gujarati."However, her

world at home with her

father's side of the family was mostly white. This dif-

ference in cultures left the singer feeling like an out-

sider in both worlds, a sentiment familiar to many

mixed-race individuals. "I never quite felt like I fit into

either world," she concluded.Two images from two

tweets have been marked as ‘copyright infringements’.

Basis which my X account is locked / disabled, I can’t

access it and permanent suspension has been ap-

proved by your teams,” she wrote.The actor, known

for films such as “Nil Battey Sannata”, “Tanu Weds

Manu” franchise, and “Veere Di Wedding”, had then

shared a screenshot of the “email” she received from

the team of X on Instagram and criticised the decision

as “ridiculous” and “untenable”.The next day, in an

Instagram post, Bhasker said the email that was sent

“claiming suspension was fake”.“When I clicked those

links my account got hacked… This is the fake email

ID… Real email from X. And it’s super scary because

the fake link took me to a proper ditto lookalike site of

X with the logo and everything and I even filled out an

appeal form that asked for govt. ID !!!“Then I got this

email which alerted me that the account had been

hacked because I never delegated my account or

granted access to anyone!!” she wrote alongside the

screenshots of the mails.The upcoming film Loveyapa,

starring Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan's son Junaid

Khan and late actor Sridevi's younger daughter Khushi

Kapoor in the lead roles, is all set to hit the silver

screens on February 7, just ahead of Valentine's Day.

The romantic comedy-drama marks the theatrical

debuts of both the star kids.The movie, directed by

Advait Chandan, promises a thrilling blend of love,

chaos, and drama. It delves into the complexity of

modern relationships and provides a comedic per-

spective on what happens when the idea of a perfect

romance is shattered.The trailer, which was released

a few weeks ago, begins with a lighthearted story filled

with humour, highlighting the undeniable chemistry

between the lead characters, Gaurav (played by Junaid

Khan) and Baani (portrayed by Khushi Kapoor). The

scenario begins with Junaid's character sitting with

Khushi's father (played by Ashutosh Rana), who

pushes the couple to switch phones and prove the

depth of their love. This seemingly harmless plea sets

off a dramatic maelstrom of secrets, misunderstand-

ings, and startling disclosures.As Gaurav and Baani

switch phones, a series of hidden truths emerge, en-

tangling them in a web of cryptic messages and past

relationships that put their trust and communication

to the test. The trailer depicts thecouple's emotional

reaction to this discovery as they negotiate the highs

and lows of modern love.As the pair deals with the

consequences of their phone swap, the video ends

on a funny note, warning viewers about the dangers

of exchanging phones, and highlighting how technol-

ogy can both connect and disrupt relationships. The

film offers a timely reflection on trust and communi-

cation in today's fast-paced digital world.Loveyapa is

a remake of the 2022 Tamil hit Love Today, directed

by Pradeep Ranganathan. The original starred

Pradeep Ranganathan and Ivana, receiving wide-

spread acclaim for its engaging plot and relatable

themes.Other actors in Loveyapa include Grusha

Kapoor, Ashutosh Rana, Tanvika Parlikar, Kiku Sharda,

Devishi Mandan, Aaditya Kulshreshth, Nikhil Mehta,

Jason Tham, Yunus Khan, Yuktam Kholsa, and Kunj

Anand Kalesh.unaid And Khushi's Pre vious

ProjectsLoveyapa marks Junaid Khan's debut in the

romantic comedy genre after his role in Maharaj.

Khushi Kapoor, on the other hand, steps onto the big

screen for the first time following her OTT debut in

The Archies.Hollywood couple Blake Lively and Ryan

Reynolds are trying to silence actor-director Justin

Baldoni, who has been accused of sexual harassment

by Blake.Blake and Ryan Reynolds told a federal judge

Mohan Babu, Manoj

at Rangareddy

Collectorate

Ranga Reddy, February 3 (Bharat Samachar) Ac-

tors Manchu Mohan Babu and Manchu Manoj

reached the Rangareddy Collectorate office. Mohan

Babu's family members attended the Collector's

inquiry regarding the property dispute.“What actu-

ally happened: Mohan Babu complained to the

Rangareddy District Collector that Manchu Manoj

had encroached on his acquired house and prop-

erties. A few days ago, he sent a letter through his

representative, seeking protection under the Par-

ents, Elderly, Care and Maintenance Act. The letter

stated that he had illegally entered the house where

he was staying in Jalpalli village of Balapur mandal

and was demanding his properties. Mohan Babu

said that no one has the right to his own property

and demanded that his properties be handed over

to him. Notices to Manchu Manoj: Responding to

Mohan Babu's complaint, the revenue officials sent

notices to Manchu Manoj a week ago under the said

act.  Manoj also came to the collecto ra te in

Kongarakal on January 19 to answer these. He ap-

peared before Additional Collector Pratima Singh for

questioning. Collector C. Narayana Reddy said that

Mohan Babu's representative came to the

collectorate last month and complained about his

sons and properties. He said that notices have been

sent to Manoj through the tribunal office to conduct

an inquiry based on the issues mentioned in the com-

plaint. How are they making a film with hundreds of

crores: Manchu Manoj clarified to the media that day

that there is no property dispute between his father

and brothers. He accused his elder brother Manchu

Vishnu and his father Mohan Babu of obstructing and

playing a drama because they opposed the injustice

being done to students in their educational institu-

tions and trusts. He questioned how his father and

brothers, who say they do not have money, are mak-

ing films with a budget of hundreds of crores.  He

said that he is fighting for his family members, stu-

dents and relatives, not for property.

Hyderabad: The 67th Annual Grammy Awards held

at Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles on February 3,

marked the year's biggest musical celebration. It was

an unforgettable night with many singers winning their

firsts. The show was hosted by Trevor Noah for the

5th consecutive year.Beyonce stood out with her first

win with the coveted Album of the Year Award for her

album Cowboy Carter. Accepting the prestigious

honour, Beyonce, visibly moved, expressed her grati-

tude to her team who contributed to the album. She

said: "I just feel very full and very honoured. It's been

many, many years."In another historic achievement,

Beyonce became the first Black woman in 50 years

to win the Best Country Duo/Group Performance at

the Grammys 2025, for her collaboration with Miley

Cyrus on II MOST WANTED from Cowboy Carter.

Grammy 2025: In a First, Beyonce

Wins Album of the Year; Full

List of Winners Revealed
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