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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
kitchen to sky: Fuel hikes 
squeeze common citizen

 

Few things hit a domestic economy faster or harder 

than the quiet, steady ticks of a fuel price revision. Recent 

adjustments in the prices of Liquefied Petroleum Gas, 

commercial cooking gas, and Aviation Turbine Fuel offer a 

sobering, unvarnished reminder that when energy markets 

shift, it is the common citizen who ultimately pays the bill. 

While headline inflation figures and global commodity 

charts provide useful analytical tools for central bankers 

and treasury officials, they rarely capture the human reality 

unfolding on the ground. At the dinner table, in the small 

neighborhood kitchen, and inside the commuter bus, 

macroeconomics ceases to be abstract; it becomes a direct 

tax on daily survival. Energy is the fundamental input to 

everyday modern life, and its pricing never operates in 

isolation. While steep increases in jet fuel rates might 

initially seem distant to a middle-class family navigating a 

tight monthly budget, high aviation costs ripple outward 

far beyond the airport terminal. Jet fuel accounts for nearly 

forty percent of an airline’s operating overhead. When 

those prices surge, airfares inevitably follow suit, penalizing 

not just luxury travelers, but small business owners seeking 

clients, migrant workers flying home for family emergencies, 

and critical highvalue supply chains. Furthermore, high 

transport costs across all logistics sectors create an inflationary 

environment where distributors preemptively raise prices 

across consumer goods long before structural shortages 

actually materialize. Simultaneously, the escalation of com-

mercial LPG rates strikes directly at the informal econo-

my—the very bedrock of daily urban life. When the cost 

of a commercial gas cylinder jumps, the impact is instan-

taneous for street vendors, small tea stalls, local bakeries, 

and family-run diners. Operating on razor-thin profit mar-

gins, these small enterprises cannot simply absorb persistent 

cost spikes. Their only recourse is to pass the burden along 

to their patrons. Consequently, the price of a modest daily 

meal, a morning cup of tea, or a basic snack creeps upward. 

For millions of daily-wage workers, students, and low-

income laborers who rely on affordable local eateries for 

nourishment, this quiet creep consumes an ever-larger 

share of their daily earnings. When combined with previous 

upward revisions in domestic cooking gas, municipal piped 

natural gas, and compressed natural gas for transport, the 

cost of living undergoes a relentless, compounding ratchet. 

What makes fuel price hikes particularly punishing is their 

non-discretionary nature. A household can postpone buying 

new clothes, delay replacing home appliances, or cut back 

on weekend entertainment, but it cannot simply choose to 

stop cooking food or traveling to work. The hearth remains 

the physical and emotional center of every home, and 

basic mobility is the non-negotiable prerequisite for 

economic participation. When keeping the stove lit and 

commuting to a job become sources of constant financial 

anxiety, family budgets are forced into brutal trade-offs. 
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