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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
NTA Reform: Can India 

Restore Trust in  
Competitive Exams? 

 

Competitive examinations are supposed to be the 

great equaliser of Indian education. A student from a 

modest family and one from an affluent background should, 

at least on examination day, stand on the same ground. 

But repeated paper-leak allegations, errors, cancellations 

and administrative failures have steadily damaged that 

promise. The latest overhaul of the National Testing Agency 

(NTA) is therefore not merely an administrative exer-

cise—it is a test of whether India can restore faith in merit 

itself. The urgency is evident. The NTA has recently ordered 

a fresh examination for three UGC-NET subjects after 

serious errors were identified, while more than 50 staff 

members have reportedly been removed as part of a wider 

restructuring. The agency is also introducing stronger 

scrutiny and security mechanisms. The government deserves 

credit for acknowledging that the problem requires structural 

correction. A high-powered reform panel led by technology 

expert Nandan Nilekani has already been tasked with ex-

amining technology, logistics and institutional reforms. 

The Supreme Court, meanwhile, has sought a clear roadmap 

for reforms, including computer-based testing and stronger 

cybersecurity. But reform cannot end with replacing officials 

or introducing another layer of technology. The fundamental 

question is accountability. Who is responsible when a 

student spends years preparing for an examination only to 

discover that the question paper contained errors or that 

its security was compromised? A system in which students 

bear the consequences while institutions merely issue ex-

planations cannot command public confidence. Technology 

can certainly make examinations safer. Encrypted question 

papers, biometric verification, secure digital transmission, 

artificial intelligence-based anomaly detection and real-

time monitoring can reduce human interference. But tech-

nology is only as reliable as the people and institutions op-

erating it. A secure system also requires trained personnel, 

independent audits, transparent procedures and swift pun-

ishment for deliberate malpractice. There is another issue 

India must confront: the excessive dependence on a single 

high-stakes examination. When one test determines a 

young person's medical, engineering or academic future, 

every failure becomes disproportionately damaging. Multiple 

examination opportunities, robust grievance mechanisms 

and carefully designed alternatives could reduce the pressure 

without compromising merit. Most importantly, examination 

reform must be student-centric. Candidates should receive 

timely information, transparent evaluation, accessible griev-

ance redressal and clear explanations whenever an exami-

nation is cancelled, corrected or repeated. The official NTA 

system already provides mechanisms such as answer-sheet 

access and notices on examination integrity, but these 

measures must translate into genuine institutional trans-

parency.
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High Court in the 2023 Aaradhya 
Bachchan personality rights matter 
have opened a debate extending be-
yond celebrity rights: Can the repu-
tation of a celebrated family name 
automatically extend across genera-

individuals must be protected from 
deepfakes, defamatory content, false 
endorsements and digital imperson-
ation. In an AI-driven world, per-
sonality rights are an essential shield 

a person’s name, likeness, voice and 
-

ever, is whether personality rights can 
become hereditary. Can accumulated 
family reputation receive protection 
akin to a trademark, and if so, how 
far can such protection extend? In 
my view, personality rights are fun-

an individual’s own public recogni-

tion, commercial goodwill and distinct 
identity—not merely from being born 
into a famous family. A celebrated 
surname may attract attention, but at-
tention alone should not create an au-
tomatically enforceable persona. At 
the same time, minors deserve strong 
protection against false and harmful 
information. Such protection should 

and child-protection laws, rather than 
automatically from inherited celebrity 

-
guish identity from inheritance. Yet 
where false news deliberately exploits 
a prominent family name, damages 
reputation, or falsely associates fam-
ily members with controversies, the 
principles of passing off and broader 
reputation protection may become 
relevant. As AI and digital media in-
creasingly blur the boundaries of 
identity, courts must strengthen safe-
guards while maintaining clear limits. 

Personality rights cannot become an 
inheritable monopoly over a surname. 
Ultimately, the buck must stop where 
falsehood causes demonstrable harm 

-
able reputation—not merely because a 
famous surname is involved.

-
achar, B Srinibas patro, correspon-
dent, Odisha, A Joint Public Griev-
ance Hearing Camp was held at the 

-
ence Hall under the chairmanship 
of Koraput District Collector Manoj 
Satyaban Mahajan. A total of 67 
grievances were received during the 
hearing, comprising 43 individual 
grievances and 24 community griev-

to take immediate necessary action 
-

trict Collector was accompanied by 
Additional District Magistrate Prem 

Kulesika, who were present on the 
-

Bhoi, along with all district-level of-

representatives of the media, were 
present at the grievance hearing camp.

Joint Public Grievance Hearing Camp Held at Laxmipur Block in Koraput 
District; Koraput District Collector Hears Public Grievances 

from Chityala village, and another youth from Narsapur, has been robbing locked houses for some 
time and has targeted temples and robbed several temples. Preliminary investigation revealed that the 

in court, Bainsa ASP Sai Kiran revealed...

Serious attention paid to public grievances; Rajkaran 
Nayyar issues directives for time-bound resolution 

continuous efforts to ensure the prompt 
and high-quality resolution of public 
grievances. In this context, Additional 

various individuals who had come to 

to their issues with serious attention. 
During the meeting, complainants 
presented details regarding their 

Additional Police Commissioner. 
Rajkaran Nayyar listened carefully to 
each complaint, gathered necessary 
information from the concerned 

directives regarding the resolution of 

Commissioner clearly instructed the 

of complaints should not be a mere 
formality; instead, each case must 
be investigated impartially and 
seriously, ensuring action that is of 
high quality, transparent, and timely. 

grievances is a primary responsibility 
of the police and that special care 

must be taken to ensure complainants 
are not subjected to unnecessary 
harassment. He further instructed 

 or unnecessary delay in resolving 

were directed to conduct on-site 
inspections based on the nature of 
the complaint and ensure effective 
action in accordance with the rules. 

satisfaction at having the opportunity 

to present their issues directly to a 

assured the public that their grievances 

Commissionerate is to hear public 
grievances on a priority basis and 
ensure their impartial, high-quality, 
and time-bound resolution, thereby 
further strengthening public trust and 
the sense of security regarding the 
police.

Public Grievances Promptly 
Karimnagar :: District Collector 
Garim Agrawal has directed 

disposal of petitions submitted 

grievance redressal programme. 
She received petitions from the 
public at the Prajavani programme 
held at the auditorium of the 

concerned departments to examine 
each petition and take necessary 
action within the stipulated time. 

should act responsibly and ensure 
that grievances are addressed 
promptly without unnecessary 
pendency,A total of nine petitions 
were received at the Revenue 

in the district. While two petitions 
were received at the Sircilla RDO 

necessary action,As per the 
state government’s directions, 
Prajavani was conducted at all 
Mandal Parishad Development 

district from 10am to 1pm on 
Monday, Mandal-wise, Boinpalli 
received 11 petitions, Chandurthi 
2, Illanthakunta 7, Gambhiraopet 
7, Konaraopet 15, Mustabad 

20, Veernapalli 8, Vemulawada 
Urban 7, Vemulawada Rural 5 
and Yellareddypet 7. A total of 
107 petitions were received at the 

use of the Prajavani programme 
conducted every Monday at 

the IDOC, the Sircilla and 

could submit their grievances 
locally for speedy redressal. 
All petitions received would be 
uploaded online and monitored 
for disposal, she added.District 

Probationary Deputy Collector 
Nikhitha were among those 
present.

Subhajit Saha, CEO, Resolute IP Services and Founder, Resolute4IP 

Additional Police Commissioner Keshav Kumar Chaudhary 
Meets Complainants; Emphasizes Timely Resolution 
�

alongside crime control, Additional Police Commissioner 
(Headquarters and Crime) Keshav Kumar Chaudhary held 

Commissioner. Keshav Kumar Chaudhary listened to every 
complaint seriously and issued on-the-spot instructions to 

the police’s role is not merely to prevent crime but also to 

be treated seriously and acted upon promptly. Substandard 
investigations or dilly-dallying will not be tolerated. 

to treat the public courteously and to avoid keeping cases pending.

Program on the Role of Arya Samaj in the Freedom Struggle 
Concluded Swami Dayanand was the source of inspiration 

for India’s independence : Swami Aryavesh

“Role of Arya Samaj in the Freedom 

Dayal Dayanand Vedic Sannyas 

ceremony was inaugurated by the 
Brahmacharis of the Gurukul with 
Vedic mantras. Bhajanopadeshak 
Naresh Chandra, along with Peehu, 

songs in praise of Rishi Dayanand 
and patriotic songs. Reception 
Committee Chairman Ved Vyas Ji 

Jaiswal, Distinguished Guest Praveen 
Chaudhary and Subhash Garg 
by draping them with angavastra 
(shawls). Swami Aryavesh (President 
of Sarvadeshik Arya Pratinidhi 
Sabha, Delhi) said that Swami 
Dayanand Saraswati was the source of 
inspiration for India’s independence. 
Arya Samaj played an important 
role in the freedom struggle. Swami 
Dayanand had supported the country’s 
independence and Swadeshi even 
before the formation of the Congress. 

He had stated that no matter how 
good foreign rule may be, it cannot 

Gurukul education system and looted 
India economically. Inspired by Swami 
Dayanand, a revolutionary movement 
was carried out under the leadership 
of Shyamji Krishna Verma at India 

Gayatri Mantra as the Vaitarni of life, 
whose regular chanting makes the 
intellect sattvic (pure and elevated). 

Among the dignitaries present were 
Vijay Pal Kasana, Narendra Panchal, 
K.K. Yadav, 
Satyendra Yadav, Mangal Singh 
Chaudhary, Subhash Sharma, Rakesh 

Arya, Seema Vyas, Dr. Pratibhau 

skillfully conducted by Advocate 

concluded with Shanti Path and Rishi 

Praja Vani Grievances Must Be Resolved Promptly: Collector Priyanka  

Collector C.H. Priyanka directed 

received through the Praja Vani 
programme and resolve them at the 
earliest. A total of 15 grievances 
were received during the Praja Vani 
programme held at the Praja Vani 
meeting hall at the District Collectorate 
on Monday. People from various parts 
of the district submitted petitions to 
the Collector, bringing their problems 
and concerns to her notice. Speaking 
on the occasion, Collector Priyanka 

not to keep Praja Vani 
petitions pending and 
to take prompt action 
to resolve them. She 
directed department-

examine the petitions 
regularly and ensure 
that appropriate 
solutions are provided 
without delay. 
Revenue Additional 
Collector S Sreenu
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Hyderabad, August 18 (Kha-
ja Moinuddin): Sangareddy 
District Congress Committee 
(DCC) President Nirmala Jag-
gareddy paid rich tributes to 
Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud 
on the occasion of his birth an-
niversary. Nirmala Jaggareddy 
garlanded the statue of Sardar 
Sarvai Papanna Goud located 
opposite the Collectorate in 
Sangareddy town and remem-

-
ers of the Goud community 
honoured her with a shawl on 

the occasion. Speaking at the 
programme, Nirmala Jaggared-
dy said Sardar Sarvai Papanna 
Goud holds a special place in 
history for his courage and his 
struggle for social justice. She 
hailed him as a great leader who 
fought for the rights of weaker 
and oppressed sections of so-
ciety. She said the path shown 
by Papanna Goud in promoting 
equality, self-respect and social 
justice continues to inspire the 
present generation. She called 
upon everyone to work towards 

carrying forward his ideals and 
stressed the need to educate the 
younger generation about his 

-
gress State General Secretary 

-
pal Chairperson Kuna Vanitha 

-
ran Goud, Kuna Santosh, party 
workers, public representatives 
and Goud community leaders 
were among those who par-
ticipated in the programme and 
paid tributes to Sardar Sarvai 
Papanna Goud.

Hyderabad, August 18 (Khaja 
-

gress senior leader and Chair-

-
sain, met senior Congress lead-
ers in New Delhi and discussed 
strengthening the party organ-
isation in Karnataka. 
Hussain is serving as an AICC 
Observer for Karnataka under 
the Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan 
(SSA). As part of the organ-
isational exercise, Hussain met 
AICC General Secretary and 
In-charge of Organisation K.C. 
Venugopal and AICC Gen-
eral Secretary and In-charge of 
Karnataka Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala at Indira Bhavan in New 
Delhi. During the meeting, dis-
cussions focused on strengthen-

ing the Congress organisation 
in Karnataka’s Hubballi-Dhar-
wad Rural and Urban districts, 
reviewing the progress of the 

Sangathan
 Srijan Abhiyan, and chalking 
out future organisational activi-
ties.

awareness and medical camp 

Court Complex, Hyderabad, 
under the joint auspices of the 

-

(Nampally, Hyderabad), the 
Metropolitan Criminal Court 
Bar Association, and Vijaya 
Diagnostic Centre, Hyderabad. 
Smt. K. Sai Ramadevi, Sessions 
Division Judge and Chairperson 

Authority, attended the event as 
the chief guest. Sri Pattabhiram, 
Judge of the 
CBI Chief Court, and Smt. P. 
Aruna Kumari, Secretary of the 

-
ity (Sessions Division, Nampal-
ly, Hyderabad), also participat-
ed in the event and inaugurated 
the camp. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Smt. K. Sai Ramadevi 
advised lawyers, court staff, 
litigants, and the general public 
to pay special attention to their 

health should not be neglected 
due to daily work stress or a busy 
lifestyle; instead, regular health 
check-ups can help detect and 
prevent various health issues at 
an early stage. She urged every-
one to maintain a balanced diet 

and adopt a healthy lifestyle 
that includes adequate exercise 
and sleep. She highlighted the 
importance of regularly moni-
toring common health condi-
tions such as blood pressure and 
diabetes. She further stated that 

is striving to provide compre-
hensive services to the public 

-
ness programs alongside legal 

was attended
 by Mr. Balaraju (President, 
Metropolitan Criminal Court 
Bar Association), Mr. Venugo-
pal (General Secretary), judges, 

-
cates, court staff, medical per-
sonnel from Vijaya Diagnostic 
Centre, litigants, and many oth-

raise awareness about both le-
gal matters and healthcare, was 
a success.

376th birth anniversary of Sar-
dar Sarvai Papanna Goud was 
observed at the Warangal Dis-
trict Collectorate conference 

-
lector Dr Satya Sharada, IAS, 
presided over the programme, 

Nagaraju as the chief guest. Mr 
Nagaraju and Dr Satya Sharada, 

representatives of the Gowda 

to the portrait of Papanna Goud 
and inaugurated the programme 
by lighting the ceremonial lamp. 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr 

Nagaraju said Papanna Goud’s 
life and struggles were an in-
spiration to society. He said Pa-
panna Goud had fought for the 
common people and stood by 
the weaker and oppressed sec-
tions. His ideals and aspirations 
should be taken to the younger 
generation, he added. Dr. Satya 
Sharada said Papanna Goud’s 
life had an important place in 
history. Born into the Gowda 
community, he challenged the 
rulers, fought for the interests 
of Bahujans and worked to-
wards establishing Swaraj, she 

-
na Goud’s struggle for the uplift 

of weaker sections continued to 
inspire people. She called upon 
the younger generation to draw 
inspiration from his life and en-
sure that his ideals and contri-
butions were carried forward. 
Additional Collectors G. Sand-
hyarani and Y.V. Ganesh, ZP 

-

A. Pushpalatha, Assistant Of-

community leaders, including 
Chirra Raju Goud, Gattu Ra-

-
rayana, Ananta Ramesh Goud, 

Goud, attended the programme.


