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'l am not Baba Bageshwar,
ut...': PM Modi at IIT Delhi

New Delhi, Aug 9 : Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday drew laughter and ap-
plause when he mentioned Baba
Bageshwarwhile congratulating the
students during the Convocation
Ceremony of the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Delhi. Baba
Bageshwar, widely known as
Dhirendra Krishna Shastri, is the
head priest of the Bageshwar Dham
Templelocated in Madhya Pradesh's
Chhatarpur district. Hedrawslarge
crowds for his spiritual discourses
and "divine courts" (divya
darbar).Addressing the gathering,
PM Modi said, "All of you are gath-
ered here today, but there must be
something going on in your hearts.
Now, Iam not Baba Bageshwar, but
there must be something going on.
Some must be thinking of their fu-
ture, some about theirsalaries, some
must be preparing for a new start
inanew city, some mustbethinking
of start-ups... Everyone has a dif-
ferent path and dreams, but one
feeling must be mutual -- recalling

Youmustbefeeling satisfied by your
journey from orientation to convo-
cation... You all should cherish this
moment."A total of 3,000-plus stu-
dents, including 587 PhD scholars,
were conferred their degrees during
theceremony. He congratulated the
students, wishing them all the best

aren'tjust taking degrees but taking
forward adream of doing something
forthe country.He expressed hisjoy
in attending the convocation cere-
mony and said, "The way your fam-
ilies are feeling proud today, I am
alsoproud ofyouall. Youarenotjust
taking a degree, but taking forward

the first day in IIT Delhi and today.

for their futures, adding that they

thedream of doing something forthe

country."The Prime Minister also
presented ITT Delhi's prestigious ac-
ademichonours to meritorious stu-
dents in recognition of their out-
standing performance. The awards
includethe President's Gold Medal,
Director's Gold Medal, Shankar
Dayal Sharma Gold Medal and
Perfect Ten Gold Medal.On alighter
note, PM Modisaid, "If some daugh-
terswere meritorious students, then
it would have been much better.
Sorry, not just some but
many.""Whenever life gives you a
reason to look back, then this
campus life, your friends, teachers
and support staff -- the ones who
havebecomeyourfamiliesand home
-- you will remember all this and be
thankful foreveryone," headded.PM
Modi also virtually inaugurated
'"Param Pragya' -- an AIl-powered
high-performance supercomputing
facility at the institute's Sonipat
campus.The facility is expected to
strengthen the institute's capabili-
tiesin Artificial Intelligence, datasci-
ence, advanced computing and in-
terdisciplinary research.

'Visible chunge of heart in Rahul Gandhi about
women': Rijiju calls on Cong to back quota Blll

New Delhi, Aug 9 : Lok
Sabha T.eader of Opposition
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi has said
that no country can achieve
true progress or fulfil its po-
tentialifwomen arenotable
toexpressthemselvestreely,
stressing the need to bring
women's voices back into
public discourse and create
an environment where they
can pursue what they want.
Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju re-
sponded to Gandhi's re-
marks, saying that the
Congress party should now
have no difficulty in sup-
porting the Women's
Reservation Bill in
Parliament. Responding to
LoP Gandhi's remarks,
Rijiju described them as a
potentially positive indica-
tion of a change in the
Congress party's approach
towards women's political
representation."This seems
tobea positive message from
the Congress Party. There's
a visible change of heart in
Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji about
the women. Now, I hope
Congress Party will support
the Women's Reservation

Bill unconditionally," Rijiju

said.The Women's
Reservation Bill, officially
enacted as the Constitution
(One Hundred and Sixth
Amendment) Act, 2023
(also known as Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam), is a
landmark law in India that
reserves 33 per cent of seats
forwomen in the Lok Sabha
(the lower house of
Parliament), statelegislative
assemblies, and the Delhi
Legislative Assembly.This
came as LoP Gandhi made
the comments in an
Instagram post on Friday,
expanding on his response
during his "Ask Me

Anything" session on
Thursday, where he spoke
about the need to ensure
greater freedom and space
for women in Indian
society.Reflecting on the
issue, LoP Gandhi said, "I
was thinking to myself that
theenergyof India'swomen
is trapped, is not allowed to
expressitself, is not allowed
to imagine. For me, no
country can be successful if
itswomen are not expressing
themselves."He further ar-
gued that the inability of
women to express them-
selves has a wider impact
on the country's develop-
ment and progress.

Uddhav questions PM's meeting, assurance
to Shinde faction amid SC hearing

Mumbai, Aug 9 : Shiv Sena (UBT) chief, Uddhav
Thackeray, on Saturday criticised Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and his faction's MPs meeting
with Prime Minister Narendra Modiin New Delhi. Thackeray
raised strongobjectionsto PM Modi's reported reassurance
of, "Donotfear,Iambehind you," allegedly given to Shinde,
questioning who the message was truly intended for, while
legal proceedings regarding the Shiv Sena's identity and
symbol remain pending before the Supreme Court.

Addressing apress conference, Thackeray questioned the
underlying motive hehind the Prime Minister s assurance
to the Shinde faction."When Shinde used to visit earlier,
hemet Union Home Minister Amit Shah. Nowitseemstheir

Can Pink Clty balance development and conservation?

Jaipur, Aug 9 : Jaipur’s
Walled Cityismorethanacol-
lection of old buildings. Its
broadroads, historicmarkets,
pinkfacades, temples, havelis
and traditional bazaars to-
gether form the identity of a
cityplanned nearly 300years
ago. Today, that heritage is
facing a modern challenge:
how to accommodate devel-
opmentwithoutallowingthe
historic character of the Pink
City to disappear.The ques-
tion has now reached the
Rajasthan High Court,where
a Public Interest Litigation
(PIL)hasraised concernsover
alleged illegal construction
and commercial activities in
the Chaura Rasta area of

Jaipur’s Walled City. Thecase
hasonceagainbroughtatten-
tiontothedelicatebalancebe-
tween urban development
and heritage conservation.
Jaipur was founded in 1727
bySawaidJaiSingh ITand was
planned as a carefully struc-
tured commercial city. Its
grid-patternstreets, markets,
public squares, neighbour-
hoods and distinctive archi-
tectureweredesigned as part
ofaunified urbanvision.The
Walled City was later recog-
nised as a UNESCO World
Heritage Sitein 2019, with its
heritage value extending be-
yondindividual monuments.
Its streets, bazaars, historic
facades, city walls, gates and

traditional urban layout are
all part of the character that
makes Jaipur unique. This
is why changes to individual
buildings can have conse-
quences for the wider
streetscape.Amodern exten-
sion, an altered facade or an
unauthorised structure may
appear to affect only one
property, but repeated
changescangraduallytrans-
form anentirehistoricneigh-
bourhood.The PIL filed by
JitendraSharmaallegesthat
illegal construction is taking
place in the Chaura Rasta
areaandthatcommercialac-
tivities are being carried out
in a designated residential
zone.

Sukhbir Badal’'s meeting with PM Modi triggers fresh
speculation over SAD-B]JP ties ahead of Punjab polls

Chandigarh, Aug 9 : As Shiromani

boss has changed, and they directly meet PM Modi. What
does 'Do not fear, I am behind you' signify? Is this threat-
like message given to the Supreme Court? To Amit Shah? To
Devendra Fadnavis, ortothe administration? PM Modi must
clarify who he was actually speaking to," he said. Thackeray
pointed out that the meeting took place while critical hear-
ings regarding the party's name and election symbol were
actively underway in the top court."While our case is being
heard, the Prime Minister, who didn't meet Gen Z repre-
sentatives, is meeting traitors and telling them not to fear.
Thisishighly objectionable. Itis notjust forthe publicto no-
tice, but the Supreme Court shonld also take note and ask
who this message was intended for,"
further asked whether the reassurance was an open invi-
tation to potential defectors across parties, signaling that

possible

he said.Thackeray

Akali Dal (SAD) President, Sukhbir
Singh Badal met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, political reactions
emerged across Punjab on Saturday,
withthe Congressalleging thatthe BJP
hasahistoryof weakening regional po-
litical parties, while BJP leaders dis-
missed speculation surrounding any

arrangement.Speaking to
Congress MLA Sukhwinder Singh Kotli
said, “The BJPisa party thatisworking
to weaken and destroy other political
parties. You have seen howithascome
topoweracross the country. The exam-

political
IANS,

N

Chautala are right before us. There
are many such examples from across
the country, including Maharashtra
and other states. I want to say that we

they could defect without fearing consequences.

ples of Nitish Kumar and Dushyant

need to remain cautious of them. We

should focus on Punjab and the inter-
estsofthe people of Punjab.” Referring
to the meeting between Sukhbir Badal
and the Prime Minister, Kotli alleged
that attempts were being made to mis-
lead the people of Punjab through such
political
Minister Barinder Kumar Goyal also
reacted to the meeting, saying, “We
do not know what transpired during
the meeting. Only they know whether
anything will happen or not. It will not
make any difference. Ultimately,
peoplewilljudge political parties based
ontheirwork. Theywill notlook at com-
promises, parties, orindividuals. They
will look at performance.

developments.Punjab

Right-wing activists disrupt religious
convention at Sagar school

Sagar, Aug 9 nght-wmg activists disrupted a reli-
gious convention at a school in Madhya Pradesh's Sagar dis-

‘Charity, education, healthcare fronts emerging new channels for terror funding’

New Delhi, Aug 9 :
There has been a mush-
roomingofseveral organisa-
tions related to charity, ed-
ucation, religion and health-
care in recent years. Indian
agencies havefound thatnot
all of them are set up for the
purpose that they claim. In
reality, many are just front
organisations set up to re-
ceive illicit money, which
eventually will be used to
fund terror or create trouble
in various parts of the
country.An official said that
there is a major ongoing
campaign against the
countryand henceoneis get-

ting to witness the sudden
rise of such front organisa-
tions. Theofficialadded that
countries such as Pakistan,
which has a policy to bleed

India by a thousand cuts is
leading the charge.The
Pakistaniswhoarein charge
of this job do not use re-
sourcesintheirown country.

They have reached out to
their agents operating
abroad. These personsarein
turn told to coordinate with
their counterparts in India
andthensetup such frontor-
ganisations.An Intelligence
Bureau official said that these
organisations do not look
suspicious as they do not do
anything in the open. While
their activities can be even-
tually tracked, the problem
lies in the detection of their
funds.Money is brought to
India through legitimate
channelssuch asthebanking
sector. These amounts are
usually smallerastheywould

need to justify the transac-
tions to the banks. Once in
the Indian banks, they are
drawn out before making
their way to such organisa-
tions, the official also
added.Theotherroutewhich
remainsimmenselypopular
even today is hawala. These
elementsstill considerthisto
be the safest bet to route
money into India and then
hand it over to such organ-
isations.Another official ex-
plained that this model had
a lot of success in Kerala. A
largenumber of peoplefrom
thesestatesworkin the Gulf.
Most ofthem usethehawala

channelsratherthanthetra-
ditional banking route to
send money as they find it
cheaper and safer.Such per-
sonsbasedinthe Gulfaretar-
geted by these agents. These
persons are handed out the
money and then asked to
routeitinto India while they
aresendingtheirown money
to their families. Back in
India, the families are con-
tacted by the touts, and then
themoneyiscollected before
being routed into such or-
ganisations.An official said
that these transactions are
hardertotrackasthevolume
is massive.

trict alleging religious conversion that prompted the Madhya
Pradesh Police to probe the allegations, officials said on
Saturday. The incident took place on Friday evening at
Holy Family Convent School on Bina Road in Khurai town,
where a gathering of Christians from different states had
reportedly taken place.Members of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and other Right-wing organisations reached
the school late at night and alleged that the people had
been brought there for religious conversion.They began a
protest which intensified following the allegations,
prompting police teams from Khurai, Bina, Khimlasa and
nearby police stations to reach the spot.Senior police offi-
cers intervened and managed to control the situation, of-
ficials said.Bina SDOP Ajay Kumar Sankat, Khurai Rural po-
licestation in-charge Santosh Singh Dangi and Khurai Urban
police stationin-charge Yogendra Singh Dangi were among
the police officials who reached the school.Police assured
the protestersthat the allegations would be investigated and
appropriate action would be taken ifanyviolation oflawwas
established.Protestersalleged thataround 120 bedshad been
arranged inside the school premises and men, women and
children from Odisha, Bihar and Jharkhand were present
there. They alleged that the gathering was partof an attempt
to convert people to Christianity. However, people present
at the gathering told officials that they were Christians and

had assembled for a religious programine.

Sandeep, Baburaj, Raju and Rajesh Awalkar at

Bonalu celebrations.
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Alappuzha, Aug 9
Michael Boulos, busi-
nessman and son-in-law of
USPresident Donald Trump,
made a surprise visit to
Alappuzha on Saturday,
taking a leisurely houseboat
ride through the rain lashed
backwaterseven asthe Kerala
Policemounted elaborate se
curity arrangements for the
high profile visitor. Boulos,
who hasbeen accorded State
Gueststatusduringhisstayin
Kerala, arrived in Alappuzha
accompanied by an eight-
meimnberdelegation. Withthe
district receiving heavy rain-
fall over the past tew days,
the main entrance to
Punamada T akewasflonded,
promptingthepolicetomake
alternative arrangements to
take Boulos to the houseboat
from another location.
Despite the inclement
weather, Boulos appeared to

enjoyhistrystwiththefamed
Kerala backwaters.
Whenever he came out onto
the deck of the houseboat, he
waved at people who had
gathered after word spread
aboutthearrival ofthe promi-
nent visitor.The visit also
brought an unusual buzz to
Alappuzha, popularlyknown
asthe‘Veniceofthe East’,and
internationally renowned for
itsnetworkofcanals,lagoons
andhouseboats. Boulosisex-
pectedtoreturntoKochilater
in the day, according to
sources.The visit comes just
days before Alappuzha pre-
pares to host the Nehru
Trophy Boat Race, one of
Kerala’s most celebrated
sporting and cultural spec-
tacles,on August22.Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi is ex-
pected to be the chief guest
at this year’s event.The pres-
tigious race is named after

Rahul Gandhi’sgreat-grand-
father, India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru.During his visit to
Alappuzha in 1952, Pandit
Nehru jumped on to a tradi-
tional snake boat and was so
impressed by the experience
that he donated a trophy for
a boat race, after he reached
Delhi.

Boulos, who was born in
Houstonandraisedin Lagos,
is the husband of Tiffany
Trump, the daughter of
Donald Trump.He married
Tiffany in 2022, and the
couple welcomed their first
child in May 2025.

His unexpected appear-
ance in Alappuzha, against
the backdrop of monsoon
rainsand preparationsforthe
Nehru Trophy, added an in-
ternational touch to the nor-
mallybustlingbackwaterdes-
tination on Saturday.

Eastern Command
remembers 1971
war hero ahead of
55th Anniversary

Kolkata, Aug 9 : With the
Indian Army's Eastern
Command preparing to cele-
brate the 55th anniversary of
the1971warwith Pakistanthat
led to the liberation of
Bangladesh later this year, it
has paid tribute to Sepoy
KrishnaJagdale,whowasho-
nouredwiththe Vir Chakratfor
his exceptional courage.
"Sepoy Krishna Jagdale was
partofacompanyofsMaratha
Light Infantry, which was as-
signedthetaskofcapturingan
enemy post in the Eastern
Sector. For clearing this post,
his company was being sup-
ported by a troop of tanks.
During the attack, the com-
pany was subjected to very
heavy and accurate machine
gun and artillery fire," the
Eastern Command said.

il B



2 www.tricolourestate.com

TRICOLOUR ESTATE

e THE NEWS THAT MATTERS

10.8.2026,

Monday,

Jagitial

TRICOLOUR ESTATE

THE NEWS THAT MATTERS

EDITORIAL

Cleaning up the pantry

Indian Railways’ catering crackdown is only the first step
With an average of 58 crore meals served every year across
its vast rail network, Indian Railways manages one of the
largest masscatering operations on the planet. Delivering
hot, hygienic food to millions of passengers speeding across
diverse geography is an immense logistical feat. Yet, for
decades, train food has carried a stubborn public reputation:
tepid, tasteless, and occasionally risky.In a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha on Friday, Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw highlighted the government’s efforts to dismantle
that narrative. Over the past three years, Indian Railways
has imposed Rs 5.13 crore in fines, issued 54 show-cause
notices, terminated six catering contracts, and publicly
blacklisted defaulting licensees. On paper, these enforcement
measures, alongside a reported food complaint rate of just
0.0008 percent, signal an administration taking quality
control seriously.However, behind these impressive statistical
benchmarks lies a broader question for the millions who
board trains daily: Is punitive action alone enough to
transform the dining experience on Indian tracks?The
Ministry’s multi-layered strategy reflects a welcome shift
toward structural modernization. Transitioning away from
ad-hoc food preparation toward centralized, modern base
kitchens equipped with CCTV monitoring is a necessary
evolution. Introducing QR codes on meal boxes—allowing
passengers to instantly check the packing date, licensee
name, and FSSAI certification—brings much-needed trans-
parency to the pantry car. Furthermore, mandatory third-
party audits, regular deep-cleaning protocols, and the de-
ployment of Food Safety Supervisors address long-standing
vulnerabilities in onboard hygiene.These tech-driven, in-
stitutional upgrades are step one in building passenger
trust. Yet, the persistent gap between official statistics and
public perception suggests that enforcing food safety in
transit requires more than digital checklists and financial
penalties. The reported complaint rate of 0.0008 percent,
while mathematically impressive, likely undercounts the
real volume of passenger dissatisfaction. In everyday
practice, a traveller served lukewarm dal or stale chapattis
rarely files a formal grievance through official channels
like Railway Seva or IRCTC portals; most simply accept it
as an inevitable compromise of long-distance train travel.
When penalties reaching ?5.13 crore and contract termi-
nations become necessary, it indicates that quality control
failures are not isolated glitches—they are systemic risks
built into vendor operations.For a long time, the economics
of railway catering have created perverse incentives. Con-
tractors operating under tight profit margins, high license
fees, and fixed menu pricing often face intense pressure to
cut corners on raw materials, staff training, or cold-chain
storage. When vendor business models prioritize volume
over quality, regulatory oversight becomes a game of cat-
and-mouse, where penalties are merely treated as an oper-

ational cost until a contract is finally cancelled.
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Padikkal hits unbeaten 142, stakes claim

for number three spot in the warm-up clash

Colombo, Aug 9 : Left-handed
batter Devdutt Padikkal pushed
his case for a place in India’s playing
eleven forthefirst Test with a fluent
unbeaten 142 on day two of
warm-up clash against Sri Lanka
Cricket XI at the Nondescripts
Cricket Ground here on Saturday.

With regular top-order batter B
Sai Sudharsan ruled out of the
opening Testand remainingamajor
doubtful starter for the second Test
duetoarightbigtoeinjury, Padikkal
made full use of the opportunity.
Hedominated the hostsbowling at-
tackwith an aggressiveknockworth
164 balls and featured 18 bound-
aries.

Apartfrom him, RavindraJadeja
spentampletime at the crease tohit
63 while Manav Suthar complied
41 and Gurnoor Brar applied fin-
ishing fireworks by hitting 36 not
out off just 18 balls, including two
fours and four sixes, to take India
to 357/6 in 9o overs and be only
sixruns away from overhauling the
hosts score of 363/8 declared

Inthe morningsession, India had
an early setback when Yashasvi

Jaiswal fell for a two-ball duck in

allow other batters time in the
middle. But after that, India suf-
fered awobble — Rishabh Pant per-
ished while trying to play a big shot
off Mendis, while Dhruv Jurel was
caught by the keeper.

Sutharand Jadeja tooktheirtime
before the latter got his fifty, while
the former showcased his forward
defence skills against spinners, as
theduoshared a76-runstand. After
Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav retired
out, Suthar was trapped Ibw while
Mohammed Siraj fell to a simple
caught and bowled chance.

Though Saransh Jain retired out
afterhitting 22 off 45 balls, Padikkal

fetchboundariesinaquick manner.
Gurnoor, after being troubled a bit
by bouncers, flexed his muscles by
hitting Mendis overlong-off, before
smacking Dilum Sudeera for four

India ahead of the series startingon
August 15in Galle. With Sudharsan
unavailable, Padikkal’s rich vein
of form gives head coach Gautam

tion to bat at number three spot.
BriefScores: Sri Lanka Cricket

continued to bat exquisitely and |

sixes to end a good batting day for |

Gambhirareliable like-for-like op- |

thefirstover-pushingatawidede-
livery from left-arm pacer Vishwa
Fernando and offered a catch at
gully. The early dismissal brought
Padikkal to the crease, but the
southpaw quickly turned the pres-
sure back on the hosts.
Displaying technical discipline,

Padikkal hitsomelovelydrives, an-
chored avital 96-run stand with KL.
Rahul (40) to steady the innings.
Rahul left the ball quite nicely and
waited for his opportunity to
pounce onlooseballs and sent them
to the boundary rope. After a
passing shower halted the game,

Rahul fell to offspinner Kesara
Nuwantha in an attempt to slog-
sweep off him.

With Padikkal driving and cut-
ting well and Jadejain great touch,
India easily crossed 150 before the
former reached his century.
Padikkal then retired out at 103 to

X1363/8 decin 9o overs (Ravindu
Rasantha 71, Nishan Madushka 66;
Manav Suthar 2-33, Ravindra

Jadeja2-64)trail India357/6in9o0 |

overs (Devdutt Padikkal 142 not
out, Ravindra Jadeja 63; Asanka
Manoj 2-32, Ramesh Mendis 2-77)
by six runs.

Hamstring injury rules Jemimah out of
The Hundred, casts doubt over Asia Cup

London, Aug
9 : India Dbatter
Jemimah Rodrigues has
been ruled out of the re-
mainderof The Hundred
due to a hamstring in-
jury, which also places
her participation in the
upcoming Women’s T20
AsiaCupinseriousjeop-
ardy.

Playing for Southern
Brave in the 100-ball
competition, Jemimah
made 143 runs in six in-
nings at an average of
35.75 and a strike rate of
131.19, before the ham-
stringinjury cut shorther
time in the competition.
The franchise has now
signed Australian all-
rounder Charli Knott as
her replacement for the
rest of the tournament.

"We can confirm that due to an injury
suffered by Jemimah Rodrigues, we've
signed Charli Knott as our injury replace-
ment for the remainder of The Hundred.
Wishing you a speedy recovery, Jemi," the
franchise announced in an official statement
on Saturday.

The side is in second spot in the compe-
tition with 20 points and just behind table-
toppers Trent Rockets. With the Women'’s
T20 Asia Cup set to happen from August
28 to September 13 in Dubai, Jemimah’s
availability forthe continental event will de-
pend entirely on how quickly she responds
to treatment for her hamstring.

Overtheyears,Jemimah, whohasplayed
an important role in India's victory in the

_——

ICC Women's ODI World Cup in 2025, has
been avital cogin India’s batting order with
her ability to manipulate pace and spin and
accelerate during the middle overs. India will
getitsWomen’sT20 Asia Cup Group A cam-
paign underway on August 30 against
Thailand, before taking on Hong Kong and
arch-rivals Pakistan on September 3 and 5
respectively.

All matches of the competition will be
played at the Dubai International Stadium.
India have been the most successful team
in the competition’s history with four ODI
and three T201 format triumphs. If Jemimah
is not fit in time, then wicketkeeper-batter
Yastika Bhatia might get a call-up to the
Indian team as her replacement.

Indian junior pickleball players shine at Asian Junior
Championship in Thailand, secure three medals
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by securing the silver medal in the U18
Girls’Singles, while Aadyaand Keerthi : 9

Delhi, Aug
Olympic medallist

New

'Super proud of you': Neeraj Chopra congratulates
Ashish Yadav on winning U20 World silver

T. Dharanidharan ending
the event in sixth position.
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Nakhon Pathom (Thailand),
Aug 9 : Indian junior pickle-ball
players delivered a strong perform-
anceatthe Asia Pickleball Junior Open
/ Asian Junior Championship 2026, se-
curing three medals at the continental
championship held at Mahidol
University in Nakhon Pathom,
Thailand.

Organised by the Asia Federation
of Pickleball (AFP), the threeday cham-
pionship brought together some of
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leball talent across multiple age cate-
gories. The tournament provided
young athletes with ahigh performance
international platform to compete
against strong opposition, gain valu-
ableinternational exposure and repre-
sent their countries on the continental
stage.

India’s medal winning campaign was
led by Stuti and Anjali, who clinched
thegold medalinthe U18 Girls’ Doubles
after an impressive campaign. Anjali

secured the bronze medal in the U12
Girls’ Doubles.

Commenting on the performance,
Arvind Prabhoosaid, “Thisisaveryen-
couraging performance from ouryoung
Indian players at the Asian Junior
Championship. Winning a gold, silver
and bronze across different age cate- |
gories reflects the growing depth and
potential of junior pickleball in India.
International exposure at this stage is
extremely important for the develop-
ment of these athletes, and perform-
anceslikethese give usgreat confidence
in the future of Indian pickleball.”

The Asia Pickleball Junior Open /
Asian Junior Championship 2026,
served asanimportant platform forthe
development of junior pickleball in
Asia, featuring boys’ and girls’ com-
petitions across multiple age cate-
gories. The championship focused on
athlete development, international
competition and creating long term
pathways foremerging players. India’s
threemedal haul, comprising one gold,
one silver and one bronze, reflects the
growing strength of the country’sjunior
pickleball talent and provides positive
momentum for the young athletes as
they continuetogain experienceonthe

Neeraj Chopra has congrat-
ulated fellow Indian javelin
thrower Ashish Yadav after
hissilver-medalfinish atthe
World U20  Athletics
Championships, calling the
achievement particularly
special from the perspective
of ajavelin thrower.

Ashish secnired thesecond
spotinthemen'sjavelin final
with a best effort of 74.09
metres, which came in his
third attempt. His perform-
ance earned Indiaa podium
finish at the global junior
event. Chopra, whorecently
won a silver medal at the
Commonwealth Games,
took to X to applaud the
teenager and backed him to
achieve greater success in
the future.

"Always a great feeling to
see Indian athletes com-
peting and winning at the
International level; this one
is a little more special for
me as a javelin thrower.
Super proud of you, Ashish,
on your Silver at the U-20

Chopra wrote on X.
South Africa's Heymans

Dominica's James finished
third with 73.89 metres.

His best effort measured
72.35 metres.

Ashish's silver adds to
India's growing presence in
javelin at the junior level, a
discipline that has been
transformed by Chopra's
achievements over the past
decade.

Chopra himself created
history at the 2016 World
U20 Championships by
winning the javelin gold
with a then-world junior
record of 86.48 metres. He
hassince goneontobecome
India's most decorated track
and field athlete, winning
Olympicgold at Tokyo 2020
and silver at Paris 2024. He
will now compete at the
Lausanne Diamond League
later this year. Neeraj will
face stern competition from
Sri  Lanka’s Rumesh
Tharanga Pathirage, who
won the gold medal in the
men's javelin throw at the
Commonwealth  Games

Asia’s leading emerging junior pick-

Poladded another medal to India’s tally

international stage.

Worlds; thisisjustthestart!"

claimed the gold medal after India had another 2026inGlasgow,Scotland,
producing a winning throw  representativeinthejavelin  with a throw of 89.75
of 80.50 metres, while competition, with  meters.

Sai Sudharsan ruled out of India’s
first Test against SL, second game
availability in doubt too

Colombo, Aug 9 : In a significant blow to India’s battir
plans, left-handed batter B. Sai Sudharsan has bee
ruled out of the opening Test against Sri Lanka, starting a
August 15 in Galle, due to a right big toe injury.

At the same time, there are severe doubts over the avail-
ability of Sudharsan, who has been doing his rehab at the
BCCI Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Bengaluru, forthe second
and final match of the series, to be played in Colombo from
August 23 to 27.

"Sai has been definitely ruled out of the first Test as he
needs more time to fully recover from the pain in his right
bigtoe. The medical team is monitoring his progress closely,
and a decision on his inclusion for the second Test will be
taken later, though he’s more of a touch-and-go for it,"
said a source familiar with the matter to TANS on Saturday.

IANS understands that Sudharsan has been progressing
wellinrecovering from astressreaction on his right footand
began batting as well as fielding and conditioning exer-
cises. Butthe paininthe metatarsal of the bigtoe on hisright
foot after doing his skill work and exercises has been a
cause of concern for the medical team.

Ashmita Chaliha storms into

final of Korea Masters Super 300
New Delhi, Aug 9 : India's Ashmita Chalit

Odisha clinch 16th Hockey Indla J umor Men Natlonal Championship 2026 title
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Caimbatore, Aug 9 :
Association of Odlqh:a emerged champions
of the 16th Hockey India Junior Men

gNational Championship 2026 - Division

n‘A’ after defeating Hockey Madhya Pradesh

N2-1in an exciting final held in Coimbatore,
‘T'amil Nadu

The final witnessed an intense battle be-
tween two determined sides, with Odisha
making a strong start to take an early lead.
Mandeep Kerketta opened the scoringinthe
second minute, giving Odisha an early ad-
vantage and putting Madhya Pradesh under
pressure.

Hockey Madhya Pradesh fought back
strongly and continued to create opportuni-
ties, but Odisha’s defenceremained resilient.
The match remained closely contested as
both teams battled for control in the mid-
field and looked to create openingsin theat-
tacking circle.

Madhya Pradesh eventually found the
equaliser through Sohil Ali in the 37th
minute, setting up an exciting final quarter.
However, Odisha responded with renewed
intensity and regained thelead through their
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captain, Deepak Pradhan, who found the
back of the net in the 45th minute.

With the championship title at stake,
Madhya Pradesh pushed forward in search
of another equaliser in the closing stages.

Odisha, however, held their shape and de-
fended resolutely to preserve their 2-1 ad-
vantage until the final hooter. The victory
saw Hockey Association of Odisha crowned
champions of the 16th Hockey India Junior

Men National Championship 2026.

In the third-place match, Hockey Punjab
produced animpressive attacking displayto
defeat HockeyJharkhand 6-3 and secure the
bronze medal.

showcased brilliant resilience to book her spot in the women:
singles final of the Korea Masters Super 300, beating con
patriot Rakshmitha Ramraj in the semifinal played at tt
Asan Yi Sun-sin Gymnasium in Asan, Korea, on Saturday.

Inathrillingall-Indian semifinal, Ashmita overcame com
patriot Rakshitha 21-13, 16-21, 21-13.

Afterdroppingatight second game, Chalihabounced back
aggressively to dictate the decider, continuing the Indian
contingent'sstellarrun atthe tournament. She willnowbattle
China’s Han Qianxi for the title in the summit clash.

The experienced Ashmita had on Friday packed off top
seed Hina Akechi of Japan 20-22, 21-15, 21-19. In the other
quarterfinal match, Rakshitha got the better of Chinese Taipei
Open champion Tanvi Sharma 18-21,21-19,21-18 in another

gruelling quarterfinal clash.

Ashmita, the 26-year-old from Guwahati, Assam, and
Rakshitha, who both ended up playing for over an hour in
the quarterfinals, were the only Indian players still in the
fray at the end of the quarterfinals. Ashmita will now face
the winner of the clash between fourth seed Han Qian Xi
of China and the unseeded Kim Ga Ram of South Korea.

The men’s doubles combination of Pruthvi K Roy and
Krishna Prasad G went down 21-7, 21-8 against Malaysia’s
Man Wei Chong and Soh Wooi Yik in the quarterfinals.
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Zurich, Aug o9
president G1ann1 Infantino has
strongly denied allegations con-
cerning an alleged relationship
during histime as UEFA general
secretaryand asubsequent pay-
ment made to the woman in-
volved, describing the claims
as 'categorically untrue'.

The allegations relate to
Infantino's time as UEFA gen-
eral secretarybetween 2009 and
2016, before he became FIFA
president.

Accordingtoaninvestigation
by The Daily Telegraph, UEFA
paid a six-figure departure pay-
menttoawoman alleged to have
had a relationship with
Infantino during his tenure at
the European governing body.

"FIFA president Gianni
Infantino strongly denies these

allegations, and they are cate-
gorically untrue. Any insinua-
tion ofinappropriate conductor
violation of statutes or regula-
tions is defamatory,"” a FIFA
spokesman told the publication.

UEFA has reportedly con-
firmed thatadeparture payment
was made to the individual in
question but said the payment
wasmadeinaccordance with the
rulesthatwere applicable at the
time. The governing body also
said the payment covered fees
for the woman to complete an
MBA course at a local business
school.

UEFA added that its regula-
tions have since been strength-
ened and now reflect the stan-
dards expected of a modern in-
ternational sporting organisa-
tion. Infantino'srepresentatives

also denied any suggestion that
hehadfaced aformal complaint
overhis conductduring histime
at UEFA orsincebecoming FIFA
president.

"No employee at UEFA and
FIFAhaseverraised acomplaint
regarding Mr Infantino's behav-
iour because there never was
an incident where he was in-
volved," the FIFA spokesman
said. The allegations have sur-
faced at a particularly sensitive
time for Infantino, whoisfacing
criticism over his leadership of
FIFA following the governing
body's decision to abandon a
controversial proposal involving
private investment in the com-
mercial future of the World Cup.

The proposal had generated
opposition among several foot-
ball associations and governing

'Categorlcally untrue': Infantino denies claims of UEFA paying off his alleged 'lover'

:FIFA

bodies over concerns about
transparency, governance and
the decision-making process
within FIFA. Infantino subse-
quentlyapologised to FIFA's 211
member associations after the
plan was withdrawn.
Theepisode has alsowidened
divisions within world football.
UEFA has said it no longer has
confidence in Infantino, while
Norway Football Federation
president Lise Klaveness has
called for the FIFA president to
resign. In contrast, the
Argentine Football Association
has reaffirmed its support for
Infantino, praising his leader-
ship and saying it believes the
way forward is to continue
working under his leadership
ahead of the next FIFA

Congress.
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your mouth shut on the right issues, but the trains
and planes to Jharkhand aren't shut down.

Giriraj Singh

ahul  Gandhi
R;nanages to find
olitics in every

issue, but the real move-
ment of students in
Jharkhand doesn't catch
his eye. They keep
spewingliesalldaylong—
come to Jharkhand at
least once, for crying out
loud. You might keep

@girirajsinghbjp

| lifeunderstand the power

Neha Bora

ith this very
Wnk, we will
write revolu-

tion.. The students of
Jharkhand are still
fighting together for
writing abetter tomorrow
How would those who

never even tried to know
aboutstudents'issuesand

of ink
@neha_aisa

Sanjay Singh AAP

lettered blind
l I devoteeshaveno
need for ink.

They can onlythrowthe
ink. SalutetobraveNeha's
spirit.

@SanjayAzadSin
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2025, but only 2% of it has been implemented on
the ground. All the plans are just pie in the sky.

Mallikarjun Kharge

day's entire edu-

cation and employ-

ment system in

India has been ruined.

Degrees are being handed

out, but there's no skill in
hand.

The New Education
Policy 2020 set a target to
connect50% of studentsto
vocational education by

@kharge

Grande’s half brother : Will have
your back unt11 the end of time

Mumbai, Aug 9 : Frankie
Grande, older half brother of
Ariana Grande, has penned
a note for his singer-actress
sister and said that he will
have her back “until the end
of time.” Frankie shared a
video of Ariana performing
and calledita“magicalnight”
and tagged his sister as his
“everything.” Frankie wrote:
“Family forever. I will have
your back until the end of
time.Iamsoproudofyouand
so happy for you. Last night
was a beauntiful celebration
of your artistry and the mag-
nificent eternal sunshine
familyyouhavebuiltand cre-
ated.” “Ttwasamagicalnight.
You are magical. You are my
everything and I am so so
happy I was there to see you
shine on this tour one last
time.”Frankie and Ariana
share the same mother, Joan
Grande, buthavedifferentfa-
thers. Arianaisknown forher
four-octave vocal range,
whichextendsintothewhistle
register.Shebeganhercareer
asateenagerinthe Broadway
musical 13in2008 beforeshe
gained prominence as Cat
Valentineinthe Nickelodeon
television series Victorious

and its spin-off Sam &amp;
Cat.She incorporated ele-
ments of electronic on her
next two albums, My
Everything and Dangerous
‘Woman, whichboth achieved
international success,
spawning the hit singles
"Problem", "Break Free",
"Bang Bang", "One Last
Time", "Into You", and "Side
to Side".Ariana is one of the
best-sellingmusicartistsever,
with estimated sales of over
90 million records. The
highest-paid femalemusician
in2020, heraccoladesinclude
three Grammy Awards, a Brit
Award, two Billboard Music
Awards, three American
MusicAwards, forty Guinness
World Records, and thirteen
MTV Video Music Awards.
Shewasmostrecentlyseenin
Wicked: For Good directed
by Jon M. Chu. The sequel
to Wicked, it adapts the
second act of the 2003 stage
musical by Stephen Schwartz
and Holzman, which was
loosely based on Gregory
Maguire's 1995 novel, a re-
imaginingof L. Frank Baum's
1900 novel The Wonderful
Wizard of Ozandits 1939 film
adaptation.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu reads maternity
books to prepare for her firstborn

Mumbai, Aug 9 : Actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu
is all set to enter the new and exciting phase of her
life as she will be welcoming her firstborn with her film-
maker husband, Raj Nidimoru soon.

As part of her preparation for her new journey,
Samantha was seen enjoying a maternity book. On
Saturday, Samantha treated the netizens with a glimpse
into the month of August, and in one of the pics, she
was seen going through Ina May's 'Guide to Childbirth'
while lying on the couch.She captioned the post,
"August energy (sic),, along with white heart emojis.In
her latest photo dump on Instagram, Samantha also
shared a few gym selfies, along with a glimpse of hus-
band Raj Nidimoru's birthday celebration.The
'"Yashoda'actress uploaded a clip in which she had tears
in her eyes as she went into a laughing fit.

Meanwhile, Samantha recently confirmed her first
pregnancy while addressing the media during the suc-
cess meet of her latest release 'Maa Inti
Bangaaram'.During her address, Samantha shared that
she will be taking a maternity break after wrapping
up her present professional commitments.“After Maa
Inti Bangaaram, I will have to take a small break, given
my condition. I'll have to take maternity leave. After
that, I'll be back with another film for my fans,”
Samantha said.The speculations around Samantha's
pregnancy started doing the ronnds after her appear
ance at the success celebration of 'Maa Inti
Bangaaram'.Samantha's baby bump was visible as
she made an appearance in a fitted white bodycon
top, along with blue denim.Samantha and Raj will re-
portedly be welcoming their little bundle of joy in
Decemberthisyear. Samantha got married to Raj, one-
half of the popular director duo Raj &amp; DK, in
December last year.It is believed that these two first
met during the shoot of 'The Family Man 2'.For the un-
aware, Samantha was earlier married to actor Naga
Chaitanya. These two got married in October 2017
and announced their separation in October 2021.

Jackie Shroff celebrutes 40 years of Dlllp Kumar-starrer Karma', shares important moments from movie

Mumbai, August 8 : As the
iconic patriotic action drama
‘Karma’ completed 40 years on
August 8, Jackie Shroff celebrated
the milestone by sharing a mon-
tage of memorablescenesfromthe
film. The post featured glimpses of
Dilip Kumar, Nutan, Jackie Shroff,
Anil Kapoor, Naseeruddin Shah,
Sridevi, Dara Singh, Tom Alter and
other members of the ensemble
cast, with the caption, "Celebrating

40 years of Karma."

Directed and produced by ace
veteran filmmaker Subhash Ghai,
‘Karma’ was released on August
8, 1986, and emerged as one of
thebiggestblockbustersoftheyear.

¢
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The film was praised forits grip-
pingnarrative, powerful perform-
ances and patriotic spirit, and
mounted on agrand scale.Talking
about its storyline, it revolved
around Jailor Rana Vishwa Pratap
Singh essayed by Dilip Kumar,
whose familyis destroyed by ruth-
less international terrorist Dr.
Michael Dang, played by Anupam
Kher. Determined to bring the
dreaded criminal tojustice, Rana
recruits three convicts, Johnny
(Jackie Shroff), Khairuddin aka
Baiju Choudhury (Naseeruddin
Shah) and Ajju (Anil Kapoor), to
undertake a dangerous mission
against Dang and his terror net-

work.Apart from Dilip Kumar's
commanding performance, the
film boasted a stellar ensemble
inclnding  Nutan, Sridevi,
Poonam Dhillon, Dara Singh,
Anupam Kher, Tom Alter, Shakti
Kapoor, Paresh Rawal and Beena
Banerjee in pivotal roles.

Karma is also remembered for
its memorable soundtrack com-
posed by Laxmikant-Pyarelal,
with lyrics by  Anand
Bakshi.Songs such as Dil Diya Hai
Jaan Bhi Denge, Aye Watan Tere
Liye, NaJaiyo Pardes, Maine Rab
Se Tujhe and De Daru continue
to enjoy enduring popularity even
today.

Hugh Jackman shares glimpse from his gruelling ‘leg day’ with a sprinkle of ‘core and balance

Mumbai, Aug 9
Hollywood star Hugh
Jackman shared a glimpse
into his gruelling workout
routine as he tackled “leg
day” with a mix of core and
balance exercises, sprinkling
atouch of humourto thein-
tense  session.Jackman
shared a video where he is
seen doing a core and body
balance workout. He was
also seen doing lunges with
dumbbells in the other
slide.“When Beth decides
it'slegday, with aside of core
andbalance. Thankfully, the
stool was there to catch me.

Safety first,” Jackmanwrote
as the caption.Jackman
often shares glimpses of his
workout on his Instagram.
In May, the star set a new
benchmark for fitness at 57
as he is “faster than 96 per-
cent of male rowers” of his
age.He shared a video on
Instagram, where heis seen
doing seated rowing on a
machineatthegym. Hethen
posted a picture of the stats,
which had the ranking:
“Faster than 96% of male
rowers aged 57”.As per the
picture, the Hollywood star
had covered a distance of

10,000 meters in rowing in
just 38 minutes 22.2 sec-
onds. Thepicture of thestats
also showed that he had
burned 1,000 calories an
hour.On the work front, the
actor was recently seen in
Kyle Balda’s “The Sheep
Detectives,” based on the
2005 novel Three Bags Full
by Leonie Swann. Jackman
stars alongside Nicholas
Braun, Nicholas Galitzine,
Molly Gordon, Hong Chau,
and Emma
Thompson.Actorswhohave
lenttheirvoicesinclude Julia
Louis-Dreyfus, Bryan

Cranston, Chris O'Dowd,
Regina Hall, Patrick
Stewart, Bella Ramsey, and
Brett Goldstein.As per the
synopsis, the film revolves
around a shepherd named
George Hardy, who loves to
read murder mysteriestohis
sheep. He never suspected
that they could understand
him.Jackman is popularly
known as Wolverine, which
he played across the X-Men
film franchise and in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe
from X-Men to Deadpool
&amp; Wolverine.

Mohanlal on watching daughter Visamaya in
Thudakkam: A tather’s heart couldn't ask for more

Mumbai, Aug 9 :
Malayalam superstar
Mohanlal expressed hishap-
piness as he watched his
daughter Vismayabegin her
cinematic journey with
Thudakkam, saying “a fa-
ther’s heart couldn’t ask for
more”. Mohanlal shared the
film’s poster featuring his
daughter Vismaya kicking
on a punching bag. He
wrote: “A father’s heart
couldn’t ask for more.
Watching Vismayabegin her
journey with Thudakkam,
and seeing the love you've
shown her, is a blessing T'll
always cherish.”He praised
the love and warmth show-
ered on her and co-star
Aashish Joe Antony.“Tt
warms my heart with im-
mensejoytosee AashishJoe
Antony, whomIhaveknown
andlovedsincehewasalittle
boy, sharing this beautiful
journey alongside her.
Thank you for embracing
them both with such
warmth,” he wrote.
Thudakkam is an action
thriller film directed by Jude
Anthany Joseph, who also
wrote the screenplay with
AKkhil Krishna and Linish
Nellikkal. The film stars
Vismaya Mohanlal,
Mohanlal, Ashish Joe
Antony, Bobby Kurian, Sai
Kumar, K. B. Ganesh
Kumar, Manoj K. Jayan,
Miya George, and Jaffar
Idukki.Extremely pleased
with the way her daughter
Vismaya first film
'"Thudakkam' had been
made, Suchitra Mohanlal,
the wife of Malayalam star
Mohanlal, on August 6 gifted
a luxurious Swiss watch to
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the film's director Jude
Anthany Joseph.The well
known Malayalam film di-
rectorJude AnthanyJoseph
took to Instagram to pen a
noteofgratitudeto Suchitra
Mohanlal for herencourage-

ment.The director, who
called Suchitra Mohanlal his
elder sister, wrote, "They
maybemotherand daughter
to the world, but to me,
they’ll always be my elder

sister and younger sister.
"He also went on to post a
picture of the watch that
Suchitra Mohanlal had
gifted him and wrote, "The
second pictureis a beautiful
gift from Suchi Chechi after
watching Thudakkam — a
gesture I'lltreasure for alife-
time. Thank you, dear
Chechi, for your love, en-
couragement, and this un-
forgettable memory."

Corporator Ale Jithendra, Corporator Mahendar, Srihari and Rajesh at
Gowlipura—Laldarwaza Bonalu celebrations.

Manisha Koirala gets nostalgic
over '1942: A Love Story

Mumbai, August 8 : Actress Manisha Koirala turned
nostalgic as her 1994 romantic classic 1942: A Love Story
gears up for a theatrical re-release on August 21. Looking
backatthe film, theactressreflected inhowessaying therole
of Rajeshwari in the movie, remains one of the most trans-
formative experiences of her career.Taking to her social
media account, Manisha dropped a still of herself as
Rajeshwari from the movie, and penned an emotional note
reflecting on the timeless love the film continues to
receive."Rajeshwarichanged mylifein somanyways. Every
time I revisit #1942ALoveStory, I am reminded of the love
itcontinuestoreceive fromall of you. Sohappyit'sreturning
tocinemas, beautifully restored for awhole new generation.
Backin cinemas from 21st August 2026," she wrote. Directed
by Vidhu Vinod Chopra, 1942: A Love Story was set against
the backdrop of India's Quit India Movement and blended
romance with the country's freedom struggle. Manisha es-
sayed therole of Rajeshwari Pathak, the daughter of a British
loyalist, who falls in love with Narendra Singh, played by
Anil Kapoor, the son of a freedom fighter. The film also starred
Jackie Shroff, Anupam Kher, Danny Denzongpa, Pran,

i Chandni and Brian Glover in pivotal roles.

Mumbai, Aug 9: Actor
Rana Daggubati completed
6 years of marital bliss with
hisbetter half, Miheeka, on
Saturday. Commemorating
the milestone moment,
Miheekatookto her official
Instagram handle and pub-
lished two black-and-white
photos from their wedding
ceremony.In the primary
click, Rana and Miheeka
were standing amidst a
beautifully decorated back-
drop as the bride and
groom, looking lovingly at
each other Next was thestill
of one of the wedding rituals
where Miheeka posed as a
beautiful yet shy bride.

Forthe caption, Miheeka
chose their wedding date
"08.08.2020 (sic)", fol-

lowed by a red heart
emoticon.

Reacting to the post, an-
other prominent name
from the South film in-
dustry, Dulquer Salmaan,
penned in the comment
section, "(red heart emojis)
always my favs"Talking
about their love saga, the
lovebirds have known each
othersinceaverylongtime
as Miheeka attended school
with Rana's sister, Malavika
Daggubati.

Rana and Miheeka tied
theknot during the COVID-
19 lockdown on August 8,
2020. The close-knit cere-
mony was attended by
family members and some
close friends from the in-
dustry,including Samantha

Ruth Prabhu, Ram Charan,
and Naga Chaltanya

Shifting our focus to
Rana's professional com-
mitments, hewill next grace
the screen with the forth-
coming Telugu drama
'"Rakshasa Raja'. Made
under the direction of Teja,
the project is expected to
reach the audience by
December this year.His
lineup further includes the
Tamil political film title,
'Parasakthi '.

Directed by Sudha
Kongara and backed by
Aakash Baskaran of Dawn
Pictures, the project will
feature Ravi Mohan,
Sivakarthikeyan, Atharvaa,
and Sreeleela as the core
cast.
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