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Telangana Rising  State to new
heights: CM Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad, August 1: Chief Minister Revanth

Reddy said that Telangana's
economic growth is reach-
ing new heights. He re-
vealed that the state's per
capita income has reached
Rs. 4,18,931 in the financial
year 2025-26, an increase of
Rs. 38,900 compared to the
previous year. He said that
registering a growth of
10.23 percent in a single
year is a testament to
Telangana's economic
growth. On this occasion,
he shared a screenshot of a
news article published in
ABN Andhra Jyoti on X.
Stating that Telangana has

emerged as one of the best
performing states in the
country, he said that these
results have been possible
due to investment attrac-
tion, employment genera-
tion, industrial develop-
ment and economic
growth.Rapid develop-
ment with investments and
employment..Revanth
Reddy said that Telangana
is developing rapidly due
to policy-based gover-
nance, transparent deci-
sions and a conducive en-
vironment for invest-
ments. He said that the

fruits of this development
are especially reaching
women, farmers and youth.
He said that the disappoint-
ment that prevailed in the
last decade has been re-
moved and new optimism
has been instilled among
the people and the govern-
ment is working towards
making Telangana a model
state for development in the
country. The CM expressed
hope that Telangana will
make further progress with
more investments and em-
ployment opportunities in
the coming years.

Historic record in Meeseva 2.20 lakh transactions
in a single day: Minister Sridhar Babuuuuu

Hyderabad, August 1: The
Meeseva services, which
have become a symbol of
the digital governance of
the Telangana government,
have achieved another rare
feat. Earlier, the average
number of transactions re-
corded per day was only 70
to 80 thousand, but recently
it has reached 2.20 lakh in a
single day, said Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu. He
said that crossing the two
lakh mark for the first time
in the history of Meeseva
is a testament to the
strengthening of the state's
e-governance system. He
said that the response was
especially high for family
card applications, while a
large number of people also
resorted to Meeseva for
transport department ser-
vices, income certificate

Kaleshwaram security is the government's
first priority: Uttam Kumar Reddy

Peddapalli, August 1:
Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy has strongly criti-
cized the problems that
arose in the Kaleshwaram
project built by the BRS
government due to con-
struction defects. At a pro-
gram organized in the dis-
trict in Peddapalli,
Telangana Irrigation Minis-
ter Uttam Kumar Reddy

made key comments on the
Kaleshwaram project,
Medigadda barrage,
Annaram, Sundilla project
and Yellampalli project. He
stated that major projects
like SRSP, Kadem and
Yellampalli were built dur-
ing the Congress govern-
ment. He criticized that the
Yellampalli project is now
completely solid, but prob-

lems arose due to construc-
tion defects in the
Medigadda and
Kaleshwaram projects built
by the BRS government. He
said that BRS has been
spreading the propaganda
that water was lifted from
Medigadda by turning on
the Yellampalli pumps, but
everyone knows the real
situation.

Life for the Narmalas again

Dubbaka (Siddipet):01
AUGUST; With the continu-
ous rains for the past three
days, the Upper Maneru
(Narmala) project in
Rajanna Sircilla district is
coming back to life. As the
Palvancha stream from
Kamareddy district swells
and floods the project, new
hopes are springing up
among the farmers of the
border districts.The
Narmala project in
Gambhiraopet mandal of
Rajanna Siricilla district is
coming back to life due to
the rains. This development
is raising hopes among
farmers in Dubbaka as well
as bordering districts of the
district. The Palvancha
stream in Kamareddy dis-
trict, which is the main wa-
ter source for the project, is
flowing vigorously and
bringing flood water to
Narmala. On the other hand,
the flow in the Kudavelli
stream, which is the lifeline
of Dubbaka constituency,
has also started.Palvancha
intensifies.. increasing

inflowThe Palvancha
stream is overflowing due
to the rains in the upper
reaches, causing flood wa-
ter to enter the project. As
of 3 pm on Friday, an inflow
of 2,590 cusecs was re-
corded in the project. No
water has been released
from the project at present.
The spillway as well as the
right and left main canals
are closed.

Current water level of
the project

As of 3 pm on Friday, the
water level of the Upper
Maneru project reached
1472.67 feet. The full water
level of the project is
1482.50 feet, and currently
there is a storage of 0.912
TMC of water. Last year, the
project recorded a water
level of 1473.80 feet, with a
storage of 1.01 TMC of
water.The Kudavelli stream,
considered the lifeline of the
Dubbaka region, has dried
up this year due to the ir-
regular release of water from
Mallannasagar. The stream
has started flowing slightly

due to the ongoing rains.
The water has reached the
Ramalingeswara Temple.
With the rains starting
again on Friday evening,
the stream is likely to be-
come more calm by Satur-
day. If this stream flows
completely, the 54 check
dams on it will fill up and
benefit the farmers along
the river.

Rising groundwater
Farmers expect that if the

water level of the Upper
Maneru project increases,
the groundwater level will
increase significantly in
Dubbaka mandal, as well as
in Bibipet, Domakonda,
Machareddy of Kamareddy
district, Gambhiraopet, and
Mustabad mandals of
Rajanna Sircilla district. It is
hoped that the water levels
in borewells will increase
due to the effect of the
Narmala project spring wa-
ter, especially in Dubbaka,
Chellapur, Rajakkapet, and
Appanapalle villages.

Farmers' gaze towards
the sky

In Dubbaka constituency,
water has not reached the
desired level in the tanks.
Farmers are complaining
that this water shortage is
due to the fact that the tanks
have not been fully con-
nected to the Mallanna
Sagar project. If there is
heavy rain along with the
current torrential rains,

documents and other civil
services. The minister be-
lieved that this level of ac-
ceptance was due to pro-
viding easy, fast and trans-
parent services to the

people.Minister Sridhar
Babu specially congratu-
lated the Meeseva teams,
technical experts and offi-
cials of the relevant depart-
ments who successfully

conducted lakhs of trans-
actions across the state
without any technical dis-
ruptions. He revealed that
more civic services will be
made available through the
Meeseva platform in the
future to further
strengthen the trust of the
people. He said that the
government is committed
to increasing the quality,
speed and transparency of
services by using technol-
ogy more effectively. The
Minister clarified that
steps are being taken to
further expand Meeseva
so that every citizen can
easily access government
services digitally without
having to go around of-
fices. With this, Telangana
is standing as a model for
the country in digital gov-
ernance, he said.

Supporting delimitation is cheating
Tamil Nadu: Rahul Gandhi

Internet Desk:01 08
Amidst the news that the
Center will once again bring
the Constituency Delimita-
tion Bill before Parliament,
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi

has recently made key com-
ments. He described the
delimitation as a conspiracy
to take away the democratic
rights of Tamil Nadu. He
said that the bill was de-

signed to weaken Tamil
Nadu. He called on national
and regional parties to de-
feat this bill. He said that
supporting the bill would be
a betrayal of Tamil Nadu. He
said that no person from
Tamil Nadu should support
this bill. He said that every
person should oppose the
bill. He asked every Tamil
party and national party to
defeat the bill.It is known
that the NDA's strength in
Parliament has increased
recently in the wake of de-
velopments in West Bengal
and Maharashtra. In this
context, there have been
comments that the Center
may once again try to pass

the women's reservation
and constituency
redivision bills. Recently,
there have been reports that
the DMK may also soften
on the bill in the wake of
differences with the
Congress.Speaking on this
issue recently, DMK
leader TKS Elangovan said
that the Center is trying to
pass the bill by linking the
delimitation with women's
reservation. He said that
various parties have given
various suggestions in
this regard, but that the
seats in the southern
states should not be af-
fected by the delimitation.

Karimnagar: Additional charges
on stamp papers

Karimnagar Crime, Au-
gust 1 : Stamp paper sellers
in the district are acting like
a tycoon. Vendors are
showing off by charging
more than the value. In in-
appropriate situations,
buyers are not afraid to give
the amount asked. There are
14 sub-registrar offices in
the Karimnagar joint dis-
trict, and there are up to 20
licensed vendors under
their jurisdiction. Along
with judicial stamps, around
50,000 different types of
stamps are sold daily
through franking machines,
generating lakhs of revenue
for the department. The
government itself pays a
commission of Rs 5 to
stamp vendors. However,
they are robbing people by
charging extra. While the
government has abolished
the Rs.10 stamp paper,
there has been a shortage
of Rs.20, Rs.50 and Rs.100
stamp papers for some time
now. Currently, vendors
have Rs. There are Rs. 20,

Rs. 50, and Rs. 100 stamp
papers. The government is
paying 5 percent commis-
sion to vendors on the sale
of these. However, vendors
are selling Rs. 20 stamp pa-
pers at double the price of
Rs. 40. Similarly, Rs. 50
stamp papers are being sold
at Rs. 70 and Rs. 100 stamp
papers at Rs. 140. When
questioned about the high
price, they say they are out
of stock.

Even though the online
policy is in effectThe gov-
ernment implemented an
online system last year to
check problems and irregu-
larities such as shortage of
stamps, sale of fake stamps
and tampering. In the past,
there were frauds like put-
ting old dates on stamps and
selling them. They used to
charge a higher amount de-
pending on the needs of the
buyers. There was no accu-
rate count of how many
stamps the vendors sold
every day. The government
introduced an online sys-

tem to control these. The
details of the buyers and the
complete details of how
many stamp papers the ven-
dors sold on each day are
stored in the computer. Of-
ficials say that this system
will prevent irregularities.
However, they are unable to
control the additional col-
lections of the
vendors.Unenforceable
regulationsPeople regularly
buy stamps for education,
employment, pension, ra-
tion, loans, rental agree-
ments, notary documents,
land sales, etc. According
to the rules, stamp paper

should be sold at the speci-
fied price (the price printed
on the stamp paper). There
are rules not to charge ex-
tra, but they are not being
implemented. The victims
allege that the sub-regis-
trars know all this but do not
care. Vendors licensed un-
der the 14 sub-registrar of-
fices across the joint dis-
trict are required to sell
stamp papers within their
own jurisdiction. But there
are allegations that some
vendors who have taken li-
censes to sell in other areas
are selling stamps at double
the prices in Karimnagar;

Control political hate speech before introducing
Hate Speech Bill, KTR tells State government

Hyderabad:01,august;
BRS working president KT
Rama Rao on Saturday said
the Congress government
should first ensure that its
own leaders refrain from
making hate speeches be-
fore introducing the pro-
posed Hate Speech Bill in
the Assembly. Addressing
a programme in Hyderabad,
he said the Bill should be-
gin with the government it-
self. Congress leaders
should first control their
language before accusing
others of indulging in hate
speech, he remarked.Rama
Rao alleged that both the
State and Central govern-
ments were attempting to
impose censorship on me-

dia content and publica-
tions. He claimed that sev-
eral posts and reels shared
on social media platforms
over the last four days had
been forcibly removed. He
further alleged that people
were being jailed for speak-
ing or sharing the truth. Cit-
ing an example, he said a
person identified as Nalla
Balu was jailed for 15 days
in Telangana for merely
reposting a post on X that
did not contain any objec-
tionable content.peaking at
a seminar organised by
Nava Telangana, a Telugu
newspaper, here on Satur-
day, KT Rama Rao referred
to TPCC president Mahesh
Kumar Goud’s remarks on
curbing fake news on social
media. He said content on
both mainstream and social
media should be fact-
checked. He stressed that a
false campaign was
launched claiming that
Pragathi Bhavan had 150
rooms and gold commodes.

“Who is staying there now?
Are there 150 rooms? And
who spread this misinforma-
tion?” he asked.Rama Rao
also questioned allegations
surrounding the
Kaleshwaram project. “A
project worth Rs 84,000
crore was branded as a Rs 1
lakh crore scam. Is that not
fake news?” he asked. He
further claimed that reports
alleging that film actors’
phones were tapped later
turned out to be baseless
after police officials said
they had no details of the
actors or their phone
numbers.Recalling recent
Gen Z protests at Jantar
Mantar, Rama Rao said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had responded with
a social media post at mid-
night. While traditional me-
dia could be managed, so-
cial media remained crucial
for ensuring accountability
in governments, he said.

He also referred to a com-
plaint of sexual assault al-

legedly involving the son
of a Union minister and
questioned whether the
issue would have received
attention without social
media. Similarly, he asked
which media organisation
had highlighted the al-
leged assaults on people
at Lagacherla or ques-
tioned the government’s
alleged intolerance to-
wards journalists.Stating
that the youth had become
more politically aware,
Rama Rao said they were
neither afraid of central in-
vestigation agencies nor
could they be intimidated.
“We have seen who
emerged victorious in the
battle between WhatsApp
uncles and Instagram
youth,” he said.He main-
tained that while social
media should not be mis-
used for abuse or deroga-
tory remarks, imposing re-
strictions on it would un-
dermine the constitutional
right to freedom of speech
and expression.
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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
If the Light of Youth 

Fades, the Nation Suffers 
Whatever the reasons may be, whenever the youthful 

energy that is expected to lead the nation fades away 

anywhere under the sky, it is a loss and a misfortune for 

the country, as scholars often say. Poets, too, have long de-

scribed students as the builders of a new society. Against 

this backdrop, when students take their own lives out of 

despair after failing examinations, believing they have been 

defeated in life, the grief that engulfs their families is 

beyond anyone's ability to heal. Entrance examinations act 

as gatekeepers, deciding who among India's youth will 

secure stable and formal employment. However, the repeated 

leakage of question papers in several examinations has 

turned a system meant to assess merit into a breeding 

ground for corruption, pushing the entire student community 

into a dark world of uncertainty. The leak of the NEET ex-

amination paper, its subsequent cancellation and re-conduct, 

and the reported suicides of nearly 20 students during this 

period have plunged the nation into profound sorrow. The 

movement led by the Cockroach Janata Party against the 

disorder in the education system, particularly the NEET 

question paper leak, eventually compelled the Modi gov-

ernment to accept its demands, making the episode historic. 

Among these demands, the Central Government reportedly 

agreed to provide compensation of ?1 crore to the families 

of students who died by suicide. However, even if these 

demands are fulfilled, it does not mean that all underlying 

issues have been resolved. Many serious problems linked 

to crucial examinations such as NEET still remain. Gen-Z 

movements like the Cockroach Janata Party must continue 

to focus on these unresolved concerns. Around 2 million 

students appeared for the NEET examination in the first 

week of May. Following its cancellation, nearly 20 candidates 

are estimated to have died by suicide. These tragedies 

cannot simply be dismissed as individual personal problems. 

Behind these incidents lie social and economic realities as 

well as systemic pressures. Between 2014 and 2024, ap-

proximately 123,000 students died by suicide. The Ministry 

of Education informed Parliament that academic stress, 

family problems, mental health issues, financial hardships, 

and interpersonal conflicts were among the major reasons 

behind these deaths. Significantly, according to the National 

Crime Records Bureau's report on Accidental Deaths and 

Suicides in India (ADSI), "failure in examinations" has 

been identified as a distinct and independent cause rather 

than being grouped with other reasons. The data indicate 

that nearly 21 percent of all student suicides between 2014 

and 2024 were linked to examination failure. As a result, 

nearly 2,000 students lose their lives every year, while 

around 25,000 students reportedly died by suicide during 

this decade after failing examinations. Of them, 55 percent 

were below the age of 18, while another 42% were between 

18 and 30 years old. Student suicides cannot be viewed 

solely through lens of the NEET, but highly competitive 

entrance has become a symbol of deeper systemic failures. 
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CWG 2026: Seema Kaliramna says motherhood
transformed her as an athlete

New Delhi: India’s leading
discus thrower Seema
Kaliramna has revealed that re-
turning to competitive sport
after motherhood taught her to
be more patient with herself,
and that the experience also
made her mentally stronger as
she prepares to compete at the
Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow. “Returning to compe-
tition after becoming a mother
taught me to be more patient

with myself. There were days
when balancing training, my PhD
and family responsibilities felt
overwhelming, but every chal-
lenge made me mentally stron-
ger. Having the support of my
family and the team at the Inspire
Institute of Sport has helped me
stay focused on my goal and
continue improving as an ath-
lete,” she said. The 27-year-old
has emerged as one of India’s
most consistent discus

throwers, overcoming per-
sonal and professional chal-
lenges to establish herself
among the country’s leading
athletes. After making a suc-
cessful return to competition
following motherhood, Seema
won gold at the 2025 National
Games and claimed the na-
tional title. She now heads into
the Commonwealth Games in
the best form of her career.
With a personal best of
59.73m, achieved earlier this
season, and a string of con-
sistent performances that se-
cured her Commonwealth
Games qualification, Seema
believes progress in discus is
built on patience and repeti-
tion rather than chasing one
big throw. “Discus is an event
where consistency matters
just as much as distance. Ev-
ery training session is about
improving a little, trusting the
process and making sure you
can reproduce your best
throws when it matters. I’m
happy with the work I’ve put
in this season, and Glasgow
is another opportunity to test
myself against a strong field,”
she added. Ravinder
Kaliramna, Seema’s husband
and coach, believes her great-
est strength has been her

consistency throughout the
season. “Seema has never
looked for shortcuts. Whether
it was returning after mother-
hood or balancing her PhD
alongside training, she has ap-
proached everything with dis-
cipline and consistency. We’ve
focused on improving the small
technical aspects every day,
and that’s why she’s reached
this stage. I believe she’s ready
to compete with the best and
enjoy the moment in Glasgow,”
he said. Having steadily estab-
lished herself among India’s
leading discus throwers, Seema
says her biggest lesson has
been to focus on execution in-
stead of outcomes.“Over the
years, I’ve realised that every
competition is a learning expe-
rience. I’m proud of how far I’ve
come, but I also know there’s
still room to grow. My focus is
on enjoying the competition,
executing my throws and con-
tinuing to improve with every
opportunity I get,” she said.
Already enjoying the stron-
gest season of her career,
Seema now has the opportunity
to carry that momentum onto
one of athletics’ biggest stages
as she looks to make her mark
at the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow.

From fearing he may never walk again to winning CWG silver,
Sreeshankar completes remarkable comeback

Glasgow: Two years ago,
Murali Sreeshankar was told by
the surgeons attending to him
after his career-threatening in-
jury that he might never run
again, leave alone competing in
a long jump event. His father S
Murali was “scared” as his son
suffered a left patellar tendon
rupture in a freak incident dur-
ing a routine training session
in Palakkad in April 2024. For-
get medals. Forget 8m jumps.
Forget the 2024 Paris Olympics.
The father and coach of India’s
premier long jumper only
wanted his son to walk again
without crutches. “I just
wanted him to get off the
crutches and walk like a normal
person,” Murali told PTI, recall-
ing the difficult days after his
son’s devastating knee injury.
On Wednesday, those memo-
ries felt a world away as
Sreeshankar stood on the Com-
monwealth Games podium with
his second successive silver
medal. Four years after finish-
ing runner-up in Birmingham,
the 27-year-old produced an
8.09m jump to win his first in-
ternational medal after a come-
back few thought was possible.
“It is a miracle that he is back
and not only competing but
winning medals. No one else
would have been able to do that
after such an injury,” Murali
said. Surgery followed the in-
jury, along with months of re-
habilitation that ruled him out
of the entire 2024 season, in-
cluding what would have been
his Olympic debut in Paris. For
more than 650 days, he did not
compete. Recovery itself was a
series of small victories. “He
started jumping little by little.
He jumped three metres after
one year, in April 2025,” Murali
said. “I couldn’t watch him. I
was so scared.” Every landing
reminded them how fragile the
comeback was. Every training
session came with uncertainty.
But Murali never doubted his
son’s resolve.  “He is mentally
very strong. Like Shiva, he fo-
cused only on his
comeback.”Sreeshankar,
though, prefers to look at it dif-
ferently. “I won’t say it was a
miracle. But yes, I am grateful

to be back representing my
country.”  He dedicated the
medal to everyone who stood
by him through the toughest
phase of his career. “This medal
is for everyone who supported
me during my tough time over
the past two years. And every-
one who said I would never
jump again in my career… this
is for you.” What has im-
pressed as much as the come-
back itself is the consistency.
Sreeshankar has crossed the
8m mark in every competition
this season. In Glasgow, 8.09m
earned him silver behind the
three-time world champion-
ships medallist Tajay Gayle of
Jamaica. He has been working
with renowned South African
strength and conditioning
coach Wayne Lombard, who
has worked with Indian hockey
players in the past.  “I have Dr.
Wayne Lombard also in my
team. So he’s a piper who
changes things around for me.
His inputs have been incred-
ible and amazing too.” He cred-
its that consistency to under-
standing his body better than
ever before. “I started under-
standing my body a lot more
compared to before,” he said.
“Even now, I can’t train full-
fledged every single time. I
have to carefully put the train-
ing volume up and manage the
intensities accordingly.”

His daily routine has

changed completely.
“A lot of planning and a lot

of strategies go into every
single day. From the moment I
wake up to the moment I sleep,
every single thing has to be
carefully planned and charted
out.” “To jump with a surgically
repaired tendon, it’s not that
easy,” he said. “I have three
anchor screws on my tendon.
And there’s a wire that goes
around my kneecap which is
holding my tendon together. So
I have to respect that and I have
to train according to that.”
The metal inside his knee is a
permanent reminder of what
he went through.

A team effort in testing
conditions

If recovering from injury
was one challenge, adapting
to Glasgow’s weather was an-
other. Persistent rain, gusty
winds and low temperatures
were a far cry from the hot and
humid conditions the Indian
athletes had experienced at
the National Inter-State Cham-
pionships in Bhubaneswar
just weeks earlier. Instead of
figuring it out alone, the In-
dian athletes leaned on each
other’s experience.“Sarvesh
(Kushare) bhaiya, TJ (Tejaswin
Shankar) and Tejas (Shirse) all
of us were sitting at dinner dis-
cussing how we can cope with
the conditions here,”
Sreeshankar said.

BCCI hails Ajinkya Rahane’s remarkable
career, says his legacy goes beyond numbers
Hyderabad: The Board of

Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) congratulated Ajinkya
Rahane on an outstanding in-
ternational career following his
decision to retire from interna-
tional cricket. Over nearly a
decade and a half, Rahane be-
came one of India’s most
trusted performers. “His calm
presence, resilience and ability
to deliver in the toughest situ-
ations earned him the respect
of teammates, opponents and
cricket lovers alike,” the BCCI
said in a media release on
Thursday. “At a time when In-
dia established itself as one of
the strongest Test teams in the
world, Rahane emerged as one
of its most dependable batters,
particularly in overseas condi-
tions. Elegant at the crease and
technically sound, he pos-
sessed the temperament to suc-
ceed when the conditions were
at their most demanding. “Time
and again, when India found
itself under pressure away from
home, Rahane responded with
innings of substance. His cen-
turies at Lord’s, Wellington,
Melbourne, Kingston and
Durban remain among the de-
fining overseas hundreds by an
Indian batter, each reflecting his
ability to adapt, absorb pres-
sure and rise to the occasion,”
the BCCI said. “Rahane’s fin-
est chapter came during the
2020-21 Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy in Australia. He took over
the captaincy at a time when
India was facing one of its
toughest moments after being
bowled out for 36 in the pink-
ball Test in Adelaide. “With the
squad navigating the chal-
lenges and restrictions brought

about by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, expectations were firmly
against India. He led from the
front with a magnificent century
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) that levelled the series,”
the BCCI said. “What followed
was one of the greatest triumphs
in Indian cricket. Under
Rahane’s calm leadership, India
overcame injuries, inexperience
and adversity to secure a memo-
rable series victory, capped by
the historic win at The Gabba,
where Australia’s 32-year un-
beaten record came to an end.
“Leading India in six Test
matches, Rahane remained un-
beaten as captain, winning four
and drawing two. His leadership
was marked by clarity of
thought, sound judgement and
the belief he instilled in those
around him.” “As one of the se-
nior members of the dressing
room, he was respected for his

humility, professionalism and
willingness to put the team be-
fore himself. He led by ex-
ample and earned the admira-
tion of teammates, opponents
and cricket fans through the
way he carried himself both on
and off the field,” the BCCI
said. “Across his international
career, Rahane scored more
than 8,000 runs. Yet, numbers
alone cannot define his con-
tribution. He brought assur-
ance to the Indian team, re-
mained calm in moments of
pressure and led by example
through his dedication to the
game,” the statement said. The
BCCI expressed its heartfelt
gratitude to Rahane for his im-
mense contribution to Indian
cricket. “His professionalism,
resilience and sportsmanship
have left a lasting impact on
the game, and his journey will
continue to inspire young

cricketers across the country,”
it added. BCCI President
Mithun Manhas said: “Ajinkya
Rahane’s career is a fine ex-
ample of what it means to put
the team first. He earned his
reputation through perfor-
mances in some of the tough-
est conditions in world cricket
and became one of India’s most
dependable overseas batters.
“His leadership during the
2020-21 Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy will forever remain one of
the defining chapters in In-
dian cricket. Taking charge
after the opening Test, he led
a young side through ex-
traordinary circumstances to
a famous series victory, cul-
minating in the historic tri-
umph at The Gabba. “On be-
half of the BCCI, I congratu-
late Ajinkya on a distin-
guished international career
and wish him every success
in the years ahead.” BCCI
Honorary Secretary Devajit
Saikia said: “Ajinkya, you
can be immensely proud of
the way you led India and the
way you played this great
game. You played cricket
with the utmost sincerity and
integrity, qualities every
dressing room values. “You
let your cricket do the talk-
ing and earned the respect of
everyone who shared a dress-
ing room with you. Your con-
tributions to Indian cricket
went far beyond the runs you
scored. Through important in-
nings, thoughtful leadership
and the example you set for
younger players, you made every
team you represented stronger. “I
thank you for your outstanding
service to Indian cricket.”

Ajinkya Rahane: The quiet leader who
gave India one of its greatest test triumphs

New Delhi: When Ajinkya
Rahane entered his residential
society in Mumbai after lead-
ing a battered Indian team to
an unlikely Test triumph in
Australia five years ago, his
excited neighbours welcomed
him with a cake which had a
kangaroo-shaped topping. He
had one look at it and agreed
to cut only if the said topping
was removed. Because the ani-
mal in question represented
Australian pride and even in his
moment of triumph, he did not
want to disrespect the national
symbol of a rival. The incident
was a reflection of the man’s
character. Clean, filled with
poise, focussed on correctness
with enormous courage built in.
As the veteran of 85 Tests and
5000 plus runs with 12 quality
tons finally retires, more than
two years after last playing for
India, one question lingers.

Was Rahane an under-achiever
or was he under-appreciated by
India’s cricketing ecosystem?
For most of his career, the 38-
year-old was overshadowed by
the two alpha males of Indian
cricket — Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma, who dominated the
discourse and narrative in the
decade between 2011 and 2021.
This was despite the fact that
at the peak of an injury crisis
and in the absence of regular
captain Kohli, Rahane instantly
transformed himself into an in-
spirational leader who showed
the way with his bat in India’s
greatest overseas Test series
win against Australia when half
of the first team regulars were
out injured. But like all quiet
performers, Rahane wasn’t
given an option to complain
about the crisis. He was handed
a job with no long-term guar-
antees and he brought in his

own style to calm an obviously
rattled dressing room and de-
liver unexpectedly good re-
sults. No flamboyant on-cam-
era emotions, just satisfaction
writ large on his face after In-
dia breached the Gabba for-
tress to humble the Australians.
It was the quiet satisfaction of
a job well done in extremely
adverse circumstances. And
then in his inimitable manner,
he stepped aside to play sec-
ond fiddle once the regular
skipper resumed. Complaining
wasn’t in his grain. He didn’t
crib when as an eight-year-old,
he was told by his father
Madhukar to travel to
Mumbai Maidan alone from
suburban Dombivili. He  was
simply asked to grow up
much like how he was asked
to deliver as a stand-in skip-
per.  His batting was an ex-
tension of his character.

‘Lord’s century will always stand out’: PV
Sindhu pays tribute as Ajinkya Rahane retires

New Delhi: Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu paid tribute
to Ajinkya Rahane after the vet-
eran batter announced his retire-
ment from international cricket
and all formats, praising his com-
posure, resilience and ability to
deliver in the toughest condi-
tions.  Rahane, who brought the
curtain down on a distinguished
12-year international career,
leaves the game after represent-
ing India in 85 Tests, 90 ODIs and
20 T20Is, with several overseas

match-winning performances
defining his legacy.Reacting to
Rahane’s retirement, Sindhu
reflected on the qualities that
made the former India vice-cap-
tain one of the country’s most
dependable batters, particu-
larly in challenging overseas
conditions. “Wishing you the
happiest of retirements, Jinks!
Your career has been a testa-
ment to courage, calmness and
some incredibly gritty innings
in the toughest of conditions,”

Sindhu wrote on X. Sindhu
singled out Rahane’s memo-
rable century at Lord’s during
India’s 2014 tour of England,
describing it as one of the de-
fining knocks of his career.
“That brilliant 103 at Lord’s in
2014, in some of the most diffi-
cult circumstances, will always
stand out. India were under pres-
sure, the conditions were chal-
lenging, and you produced an
innings filled with immense char-
acter and class,” she added.
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Varun Tej Comes To Rescue
Of Fan Battling Tumor

Hero Varun Tej has once again
proved that his bond with fans
goes far beyond the silver screen
by extending timely support to a
devoted admirer battling a seri-

ous health condition.  After learn-
ing that Anantapur district
Chiranjeevi Yuvatha president
and Gutti town Jana Sena Party
president Suresh Patil was suf-

fering from a brain tumor, Varun
Tej stepped in. With the support
of his mother, Padmaja, he coor-
dinated with specialists at
Hyderabad’s City Neuro Centre

to ensure Suresh received the
best possible treatment.  From
arranging expert medical care to
personally overseeing every as-
pect of the hospitalization, Varun
ensured that Suresh and his fam-
ily faced no inconvenience dur-
ing the treatment. He also took
complete responsibility for the
medical expenses and remained
in constant touch with the doc-
tors until Suresh recovered and
was discharged from the hospi-
tal. This is not the first time Varun
Tej has stood by his admirers.
Only recently, he offered finan-
cial assistance to the family of
a fan from Anantapur who had
passed away, reflecting his
unwavering concern for those
who support him.Inspired by
Megastar Chiranjeevi’s long-
standing commitment to ser-
vice, Varun Tej continues to
carry forward the same hu-
manitarian values. His latest
gesture has once again earned
the admiration and affection of
fans across the state.

Completing 10 years as a solo
hero is an important milestone
for Vijay Deverakonda. His
journey began with Pelli
Choopulu in 2016, and over the
years, he has built a strong
place for himself in Telugu cin-
ema. The success of Arjun
Reddy changed his career and
made him one of the most talked
about young actors in the in-
dustry. Later, films like Geetha
Govindam, Taxiwaala, Kushi,
Family Star and Kingdom fur-
ther strengthened his fan base.
One of Vijay’s biggest
strengths is his popularity
among young audiences. His
film announcements, first looks
and interviews regularly create
buzz on social media. Even dur-
ing difficult phases, interest in
his upcoming projects has re-
mained high. Apart from acting,
Vijay has also expanded into
business with his clothing
brand, Rowdy Wear. Through
The Deverakonda Foundation,
he has also supported families
and students through various
initiatives. As Vijay
Deverakonda completes a de-
cade as a solo hero, he contin-
ues to be one of the popular
faces of the new generation of
Telugu cinema.

10 Years Of Vijay Deverakonda,
Long Way To Go!

Sithara Entertainments had
announced a 18th-century his-
torical action drama with
Rishab Shetty. Ashwin
Gangaraju who made his debut
with a small film called
Aakashavani was to direct the
film. They announced the film
to be shot simultaneously in
Telugu and Kannada and to be
dubbed into other languages.
However, it is now said that the
movie is now shelved. Post-
Kantara, Rishab Shetty report-
edly increased his remuneration
and demanded a bomb from
Naga Vamsi. As per rumours,
despite trying in every possible
way, the project remained
unviable, and Naga Vamsi re-
portedly decided to shelve it.
Ashwin Gangaraju is back to
searching for a hero for his sec-
ond project. Rishabh Shetty is
currently shooting for Jai
Hanuman bankrolled by Mythri
Movie Makers.

Naga Vamsi & Rishab Shetty’s Biggie Shelved?

The promotional
journey of
Romanchakam has
gained momentum with
the release of its first
single, “Radha Ramana.”
Following the positive
response to the film’s
poster and glimpse, the
makers have success-
fully generated curiosity
among audiences. The
promotional activities
have highlighted the
film’s refreshing ap-
proach, promising a
youthful story filled with
romance, comedy, and
emotional moments. Now,
the prestigious Nirvana
Cinemas comes onboard
to distribute the film in
overseas. Previously
Nirvana Cinemas re-
leased biggest block-
busters Arjun Reddy and
Animal. This marks third
collaboration between
Bhadrakali Pictures and
Nirvana. Presented by
Sandeep Reddy Vanga
and produced by Pranay
Reddy Vanga under
Bhadrakali Pictures,
Romanchakam is di-
rected by newcomer
Venu Gopal Reddy. With
Nirvana Cinemas releas-
ing the film overseas,
expectations continue to
rise as the movie moves
closer to its September 3
theatrical arrival.

Romanchakam Grand Overseas release by Nirvana Cinemas

Ramayana Beats Pushpa 2
In Music Deal?

The buzz around Ranbir
Kapoor’s Ramayana continues
to grow with every passing day.
The latest news is that T-Se-
ries has acquired the music
rights of the film for a massive
Rs.75 crore. This deal has al-
ready become a hot topic in film
circles. If the reports turn out
to be true, Ramayana will set a
new benchmark in Indian cin-
ema. The film would surpass the
previous record held by
Pushpa 2, whose music rights
were reportedly sold for around
Rs.65 crore. Directed by Nitesh
Tiwari, Ramayana features
Ranbir Kapoor as Lord Rama,
Sai Pallavi as Sita, and Yash in
the role of Ravana. The film is
being mounted on a grand scale
and is one of the most ambi-
tious projects ever made in In-
dia. Adding to the excitement,
the makers are gearing up for
the next big promotional step.
The much-awaited trailer of
Ramayana Part 1 will be re-
leased in theatres on July 30.
Fans have been eagerly wait-
ing to get a glimpse of the

world created by the team.
With record-breaking busi-
ness deals already making
headlines and the trailer

launch around the corner, a
eyes are now on the conten
as it will decide how big th
film will open worldwide.

Srinivasa Mangapuram Ideal
Length, A Positive Sign

Jaya Krishna Ghattamaneni’s debut movie Srinivasa Mangapuram is carrying the promise
of an emotionally charged love story blended with commercial entertainment. Director Ajay

Bhupathi, known for presenting unconventional narratives, is said to have once again
designed a screenplay loaded with gripping moments and unpredictable twists. Co-starring
Rasha Thadani, the film has locked a runtime of 2 hours and 35 minutes, which is consid-

ered an ideal length for a love entertainer, making it a positive sign ahead of its release. The
promotional campaign has worked well in the film’s favour. The teasers, posters, and

theatrical trailer have received an encouraging response, while the songs composed by GV
Prakash Kumar have struck a chord with music lovers. While love story is the core element

of the movie, it is said to have many other aspects, with Mohan Babu playing the antagonist
as Ballari kingpin. Backed by Gemini Kiran and Ashwini Dutt, the film is due for release in
2 more days on July 30th. With immense curiosity surrounding the film, it remains to be seen

whether Srinivasa Mangapuram lives up to all the expectations.


