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Vande Mataram
Gets Legal Shield

New Delhi, July 30: Parliament
has passed the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026,
paving the way for tougher ac-
tion against pafer leaks and
examination malpractices. The
Bill will become law after re-
ceiving the President's assent.
The legislation was approved
by both the Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha. The Upper House
passed the Bill after Opposition
members staged a walkout dur-
ing the debate. The amended
law provides for: 5to 10 years'
imprisonment and a fine up to

Anti-Paer La i

Z50 lakh for individuals in-
volved in paper leaks and exam
fraud. 7 years to 10 years' im-
prisonment and a fine up to
210 crore for organised exam-
ination-related crimes. Com-
pletion of investigations within
two months. Fast-track courts
to complete trials within three
months of filing the chargesheet.
Power to the Centre to consti-
tute a Special Task Force for
investigating mzy‘or paper leak
cases. States and Union Terri-
tories can establish dedicated
fast-track courts for such of-
fences. Leader of Opposition

New Delhi, July 30: The Lok Sabha on Thursday passed the Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, paving the way for granting the National Song "Vande Mataram" the same legal

protection as the National Anthem "Jana Gana Mana". The Bill was passed by a voice vote after a brief discussion
amid continuous protests by Opposition members over the police action on students during the NEET paper
leak agitation. The legislation had already been approved by the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. Under the proposed

law, any intentional insult, disruption or prevention of the singing of "Vande Mataram" will become a punishable

offence once the Bill receives the President's assent. Opposing the Bill, DMK MP Kanimozhi described it as un-
democratic and accused the Centre of attempting to create divisions. She argued that India's founding leaders
had deliberately adopted only two stanzas of the national song and alle?ed that the legislation was being used to

further a political agenda. Defending the Bill, BJP MP Sambit Patra said Parliament had debated the importance

of Vande Mataram for decades and that the legislation merely provides it with long-pending legal protection.
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Mallikarjun Kharge argued that
increasing punis%lment alone
would not prevent paper leaks
unless examination systems
and institutions were reformed.
Several Opposition members,
including Mukul Wasnik,
Mahua Maji, and Sanjay Raut,
questioned the effectiveness of
harsher penalties without struc-
tural reforms and stronger ac-
countability mechanisms. In-
troducing the Bill, Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh said the
amendment reflects the gov-
ernment's "zero tolerance” pol-
icy towards paper leaks and
aims to protect the future of
students. He said the govern-
ment is committed to ensuring
that no one is allowed to com-
promise the integrity of public
examinations and added that
special fast-track courts and
stronger legal provisions would
help curb organised examina-
tion fraud.

India Space Station by 2028

New Delhi, July 30: India's first indigenous space station, the
Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS), is set to take a major step for-
ward with the launch of its first module, BAS-01, in 2028, the Centre
informed Parliament on Thursday. Replying in the Rajya Sabha,
Union Minister of State for Atomic Energy and Space Dr. Jitendra
Singh said the five-module space station is targeted for completion
by 2035. The government said the baseline design review and system
engineering for BAS-01 have been completed, with 31 design doc-
uments finalised. Design work on subsystems has begun, while de-
velopment of prototype hardware for the human space programme
is currently underway. Under the Gaganyaan mission, significant
progress has been made in the development of the Human Rated
Launch Vehicle (HLVM3), Orbital Module, Crew Escape System,
ground infrastructure, flight operations, communication network
and crew recovery systems. The precursor missions TV-D1, IADT-
01 and IADT-02 ¥1ave already been completed, while preparations
for the first uncrewed Gaganyaan mission (G1) are in advanced
stages. The minister also said docking systems, including electrical
and mechanical interfaces, have been developed success?ully, while
a refuelling mechanism concept demonstrator has also been tested.
To strengthen self-reliance, the %overnment has approved the in-
di%enous development of several critical human spaceflight tech-
nologies, including flight suits, crew seats, viewports and docking
systems, which were earlier sourced from external agencies. Accord-
ing to the government, these developments will lay the technological
foundation for the remaining four modules of the Bharatiya An-
tariksh Station and boost India's capabilities in advanced Kuman
spaceflight technologies and high-tech manufacturing.
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action against NEET paper

Govt Seeks Meta Clarification

New Delhi, July 30: The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) has asked senior officials of Meta
to appear before the government and ex-
plain the temporary restriction placed on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Face-
book post. The meeting is expected to be
held within the next seven to ten days.
MeitY Secretary S. Krishnan said the gov-
ernment has sought both a policy-level
and technical explanation to understand
how the restriction occurred and what
safeguards are being introduced to prevent
similar incidents. Meta has already ex-
pressed regret over the incident and attrib-
uted it to a technical glitch, but the Centre said the preliminary explanation was
inadequate and sought a detailed clarification. The restricted Facebook post,
published on July 23, highlighted the government's commitment to taking strict

%eaks and reassured students about examination re-
forms. According to Krishnan, Meta has informed the government that it intro-
duced a new protocol from July 28 to prevent such errors. The updated system
includes additional oversight for posts published by the Prime Minister and
other high-profile accounts to avoid accidental restrictions in the future. The
government said it intends to convey its concerns directly to Meta and ensure
stronger safeguards are put in place to prevent recurrence of such incidents.

O Meta

FSSAI Bans Two Syrups

New Delhi, July 30: The Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) has banned the sale of two health supplement
products over misleading claims and labelling violations, while
taking strict action against several food business operators for
violating food safety norms. The regulator issued a prohibition
order against Vatave Health Care for its 'FOLINEURO Syrup -
Folinic Acid Syrup/, stating that the product's name and brain
image on the label falsely suggested benefits for brain and neu-
rological health. FSSAT also found that the product was classi-
fied as a "Nutritional Food Supplement’, a category not
recognised under the Food Safety and Standards (Health Sup-
1Elements and Nutraceuticals) Regulations, 2016. The authority

as prohibited its manufacture, storage, distribution, marketing
and sale with immediate effect. In a separate action, FSSAI
banned the sale of 'Neuherbs TRUE VITAMIN', marketed by
Global Healthfit Retail India Pvt. Ltd., stating that the trade
name "TRUE VITAMIN" was misleading and violated the Food
Safety and Standards (Advertising and Claims) Regulations,
2018, and the Labelling and Display Regulations, 2020. The reg-
ulator directed the company to immediately stop the sale of the
product, remove all misleading claims from labels and adver-
tisements, and submit an Action Taken Report within 30 days,
warning that failure to comply would invite further legal action.
FSSATI said the enforcement drive aims to protect consumers
from misleading marketing, non-compliant labelling, food
safety violations and poor hygiene practices.
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Agriculture Under
Climate Stress

Agriculture has always depended on nature, but
climate change is making that relationship increasingly
unpredictable. Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, prolonged
droughts, unseasonal storms, and frequent floods are trans-
forming farming into one of the most vulnerable sectors
of the economy. For a country like India, where nearly half
the population depends directly or indirectly on agriculture
for its livelihood, climate stress is no longer an environmental
concern-it is an economic and food security challenge.
The impact of climate change is visible across the country.
Delayed monsoons disrupt sowing schedules, while excessive
rainfall within a short period damages standing crops.
Heatwaves reduce crop yields, lower soil moisture, and in-
crease water demand. Farmers are also battling new pests
and diseases that thrive under changing climatic conditions.
The result is lower productivity, rising cultivation costs,
and growing uncertainty in farm incomes. Small and
marginal farmers, who constitute the majority of India's
agricultural community, are the worst affected. With limited
access to irrigation, crop insurance, and modern technology,
they often bear the full burden of climate-related losses.
Repeated crop failures push many into debt, forcing distress
migration or abandonment of farming altogether. Climate
change, therefore, is not only affecting crops but also rural
livelihoods and social stability. Water scarcity has emerged
as another critical concern. Agriculture consumes nearly
80 percent of India's freshwater resources, yet groundwater
levels continue to decline in many regions. Traditional wa-
ter-intensive crops are becoming increasingly unsustainable

in drought-prone areas. Promoting micro-irrigation,

PIB Hyderabad Holds “Varta’

Hyderabad, July 30: The Press
Information Bureau (PIB), Hy-
derabad, organised a 'Varta'
programme on the theme "12
Years of Vishwas, Vikas, Jan-
Kalyan" at CGO Towers,
Kavadiguda, bringing together
representatives of various Cen-
tral Government departments
and organisations to
strengthen public communica-
tion and inter-departmental
coordination. Ofhicials from
1p;artici atin%l departments
ighlighted the major achieve-
ments, welfare programmes
and flagship initiatives imple-
mentef over the past 12 years.
They also shared details of on-
going activities, upcomin
campaigns and future outreac
plans while discussing ways to
improve coordination among
departments. The meeting fo-
cused on enhancing the dis-
semination of information on
Central Government schemes

by effectively utilising the com-
bined strengths of the Press In-
formation Bureau (PIB),
Central Bureau of Communi-
cation (CBC), Doordarshan
and All India Radio (AIR).
Participants stressed the im-
portance of coordinated media
engagement, regional language
translations, social media out-
reach, press tours and grass-
roots awareness campaigns to
ensure wider public reach.
They also agreed to establish a
common communication plat-
form for the timely sharing of
information, press releases and
campaign updates. Addressing
the meeting, Shruti Patil, Ad-
ditional Director General, PIB,
said the platform provides an
opportunity for communica-
tion professionals from various
Central Government depart-
ments to work together in
strengthening public outreach.
She noted that effective com-

munication is essential to en-
sure Government welfare pro-
grammes reach every citizen
and expressed confidence that
collaborative efforts would im-
prove public awareness across
Telangana. The meeting con-
cludeg with a consensus to

on 12 Years of Public Welfare
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hold regular interactions,
strengthen coordination

among departments and un-
dertake integrated publicity
initiatives to enhance the visi-
bility of Govt programmes
while avoiding duplication of
communication efforts.

PLI Food Scheme Creates 3.35

New Delhi, July 30: The Centre's
Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme for the Food Pro-
cessing Industry has attracted
investments worth 29,207 crore
and generated 3.35 lakh direct
and indirect jobs, surpassing

|

its employment target of 2.5
lakh, the government informed
Parliament on Thursday. Ac-
cording to information tabled
in the Lok Sabha, sales of PLI-
supported products increased
from 58,758 crore in 2019-20

to 1,08,854 crore in 2025-26.
Currently, 163 applications from
127 companies, including 69
MSMEs, have been approved
under the scheme. These proj-
ects are spread across 212 lo-
cations in 22 states, with in-
centives worth ¥3,271.44 crore
disbursed till June 2026. The
government said investments
under the scheme have created
an additional 34 lakh metric
tonnes per annum of food pro-
cessing capacity while boosting
production, exports, value ad-
dition and employment. The
PLI Scheme for Food Processing
Industries, implemented by the
Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, has a total outlay of
210,900 crore for the period
2021-22 to 2026-27. It offers
performance-linked incentives
to promote domestic food pro-
cessing, develop global food
manufacturing champions,
strengthen Indian food brands

Lakh Jobs

overseas and create jobs. To
support exports, the scheme
provides financial assistance of
50 per cent of eligible branding
and marketing expenditure
abroad, subject to a ceiling of
3 per cent of annual food prod-
uct sales or %50 crore per year,
whichever is lower. The gov-
ernment also highlighted that
the scheme encourages adop-
tion of modern processing,
packaging and manufacturing
technologies and includes a
dedicated category for MSMEs
producing innovative and or-
ganic food products. In addi-
tion, the Centre is implementing
the Prime Minister's Formali-
sation of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme,
which provides financial assis-
tance, technology support, skill
development and market link-
ages to strengthen micro food
processing units across the
country.

Rahane Retires Internationally

Mumbai, July 30: Veteran
Indian batter Ajinkya Ra-
hane on Thursday an-
nounced his retirement
from international cricket,
bringing down the curtain
on a distinguished career
zpanning more than a

ecade. The 38-year-old

Former MLA Sudarshan Reddy Dies

Hyderabad, July 30: Former Narsam-
pet MLA and senior Bharat Rashtra *
Samithi (BRS) leader Peddi Sudar- §
shan Reddy passed away in the early
hours of Friday while undergoing
treatment at a private hospital in Hy-
derabad. He was 52. According to

hospital sources, Sudarshan Reddy

represented India in 85 breathed his last at 12.51 a.m. at Yashoda Hospital, where
Tests, 90 One-Day Interna- he had been undergoing treatment after suffering a massive
tionals and 20 T20 Interna- ulmonary embolism. He was also battling a severe lung in-
tionals after making his ?ection. The former MLA was initially admitted after suffer-
debut in 2013. Although he ing a cardiac arrest in Hanamkonda on July 26. Though
last played for India during doctors managed to stabilise his condition following emer-
the 2023 Test series against gency treatment, his health deteriorated later.

the West Indies, Rahane
had continued to hope for
an international comeback.
Announcing his decision
through a video message on
social media, Rahane said
the time had come to move
forward. "Everything has a
beginning ang an end. I
have always believed in tim-
ing, and today I feel the tim-
ing is right to retire from
international cricket in all
formats,” he said. Rahane
scored 5,077 Test runs at an

rainwater harvesting, watershed development, and efficient
water management is essential to ensure long-term agri-
cultural sustainability.

Technology can play a transformative role in building

climate-resilient agriculture. Artificial Intelligence, satellite

imagery, weather forecasting, and precision farming can
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average of 38.46, includin REP 0 RTE Rs b ¢
12 centuries and 26 half-

. centuries. In ODIs, he Sss
- amassed 2,962 runs with
| three centuries and 24
fifties, while he scored 375
runs in T20Is. One of the
defining moments of his ca-
reer came in 2021, when he
captained an injury-hit In-
dian side to a historic 2-1
Test series victory in Aus-
tralia, following Virat
Kohli's departure after the opening Test. Reflecting on his jour-
ney, Rahane said he always placed the country and the team
above personal milestones. "I played this game with complete
honesty. There were wins, losses and failures, but the greatest
satisfaction has been representing India and creating unforget-
table memories," he saig. Rahane also confirmed that he would
remain connected to the sport by mentoring the next generation
of cricketers. Despite being out of the national team in recent
years, Rahane remained active in domestic cricket and led
Mumbai to their 42nd Ranji Trophy title during the 2023-24
season. His retirement marks the end of an international career
remembered for resilience, composure and leadership in some

help farmers make informed decisions about sowing, irri-
gation, and pest management. Climate-resilient crop

varieties that can withstand drought, floods, and high tem-

peratures should be developed and distributed on a larger
scale. Expanding digital advisory services and strengthening

agricultural extension networks will ensure that scientific

knowledge reaches even the smallest farmers. Government
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policies must also evolve. Timely crop insurance settlements,
better market access, affordable credit, investment in rural
infrastructure, and incentives for sustainable farming

practices are critical. Encouraging crop diversification,
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of India's most memorable Test victories.
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FACTS ABOUT ETHANOL BLENDED PETROL:
SEPARATING FACTS FROM MISCONCEPTIONS

0 O
0 INDIA'S EBP PROGRAMME: ADDRESSING RECENT MISLEADING CLAIMS

GRADUAL PROGRESSION OF ETHANOL BLENDING [2025-25]
(Nov-June)

2024-25 0
; 0] {49.2%] g

” s ONEEPTIgh; . FACTV:VIDESPREAD USE G oilce laies, o 8
L VEHICLES BEFORE WIDESPREAD USE: . (55) ol e decaces
2023 CANNOT RUN © C0-E2D o o ZS s, Esaice 200 Calbrated
0 wiaespread ralures i i
g | ONE20PETROL epored. il et [
|
| (MISCONCEPTION:) ) PA{. FACT:) OVER 20 CRORE TWO-WHEELERS
~ AND 3 CRORE PETROL CARS
» NEARLY 30 CRORE ”’*\ ] have operated on these fuels /' g \'
VEHICLES WILL SAN without systemic issues.
BECOME UNUSABLE. “o==0"

If true, millions of failures would occur; they haven't., j

FACT: ) SERVICE DATA FROM MAJOR MANUFACTURERS (FY 2025-26):

e One OEM serviced 2.84 crore vehicles, including 1.5 crore
not originally certified E20-compatible, and found NO
E20-LINKED CORROSION OR ABNORMAL WEAR.

e Another OEM tracked 1.4 crore vehicles with same result.

; (MISCONCEPTION:)

y OLDER VEHICLES
ARE AT RISK.

Information Gathering: In Collaboration with PIB

FACT: ) Factors affect firom: Driving style, traffic, maintenance

| (M|SCONCEPT|OND ) tyre pressure, AC usage. . E20 ADVANTAG'ES:
=\ MILEAGE WILL MILEAGE IMPACT FOR f Higher octane, cleaner

) i i ’; OLDER E10-DESIGNED combustion, J

</ smoother performance,
VEHICLES IS LIMITED TO 3-5%. <

better acceleration.
STRICT QUALITY ASSURANCE

i
OVER 30,000 CONFORMS ZERO TOLERANCE bo
RETAIL OUTLET TO BIS ) TOWARDS FUEL ’
INSPECTIONS | R\ SPECIFICATIONS. ADULTERATION.

for quallty verlflcatlon |

SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION & MANUFACTURER SUPPORT

INTRODUCED AFTER
EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION )
and rigorous scientific validation.

Testing for drivability, durable, MANUFACTURERS CONTINUE TO
emissions, fuel systems, and HONOUR VEHICLE WARRANTIES
performance before rollout. for compliant E20 fuel, reflecting confidence.
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Yash Dominates 'Ramayana’ Trailer

The much-awaited trailer of Ramayana' has been released, with actor Yash
emerging as the biggest highlight for his powerful portrayal of Raavan. While
Ranbir Kapoor appears as Lord Ram and Sai Pallavi essays the role of Sita, it is
Yash's commanding screen presence, intense expressions and imposing body
language that have become the major talking point among audiences. The trailer
has generated mixed reactions on social media. Many viewers praised its grand
visuals and visual effects, while others felt that the heavy emphasis on VFX over-
shadowed the emotional depth of the characters. Despite the divided response,
Yash's performance has received widespread appreciation, with fans describing
his portrayal of Raavan as impactful and larger than life. Industry observers be-
lieve the positive buzz around Yash's role could also benefit his upcoming film
"Toxic', particularly in the Hindi market where the project has been awaiting
stronger momentum. Directed by Nitesh Tiwari, Ramayana stars Ranbir
Kapoor, Sai Pallavi and Yash in lead roles. The first installment of the epic is
scheduled for release during Diwali 2026, with the second part set to arrive in
Diwali 2027.
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Big B Starts KBC 18 Shoot Nitish's Advice To Ranbir

Mumbeai, July 30: Veteran actor Nitish Bharadwaj, best known for portraying Lord Krishna
in the television epic Mahabharat, has praised the trailer of 'Ramayana’ while urging actor
Ranbir Kapoor to stay away from films like 'Animal’ in the future. Sharing the film's poster
on social media, Nitish Bharadwaj described Ramayana as a world-class cinematic project
and showered praise on producer Namit Malhotra, director Nitesh Tiwari, actor Yash, and
the technical team. He also applauded international composer Hans Zimmer for collaborating
with Indian cinema and expressed confidence that the film could earn global recognition. Ad-
dressing Ranbir Kapoor directly, Nitish wrote that the actor now carries a greater social re-
sponsibility after portraying Lord Ram. He urged Ranbir to avoid films similar to Animal,
saying, "Please do not ]follute your vaani anymore. India has enough stories to showcase your
acting talent.” Nitish also expressed hope that audiences would accept Sai Pallavi as Sita and

Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan has completed the pre-production work for the 18th
season of 'Kaun Banega Crorepati' (KBC) and announced that shooting for the popular quiz show
will begin on August 1. Sharing photographs from the sets on his blog, the veteran actor said the
preparation phase had concluded and the actual test would now begin. Reacting to the flood of
Guru Purnima greetings he received from fans, Amitabh expressed gratitude and apologised for
being unable to respond to every message. "There were so many messages that I couldn't decide
whether to work or reply to them. I sincerely seek your forgiveness," he wrote. Speaking about
the new season, Amitabill referred to the show's promotional tagline, saying, "This time, you'll
have to think a little harder — Sochna Padega." The actor has hosted Kaun Banega Crorepati for
almost its entire run, except the third season, which was hosted by Shah Rukh Khan. Based on
the internationally acclaimed format 'Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?', the show features con-
testants answering multiple-choice questions with the help of lifelines to win prize money. The
ﬁr?t episode of KBC Season 18 is scheduled to premiere on August 10 on Sony Entertainment
Television.
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wished that traditional elements such as Tulsidas' chaupais, accompanied by mridangam and
manjira, would feature in the film to preserve the spiritual essence of the epic. The veteran
actor added that he intends to watch Ramayana at least five times as a tribute to the hard work
behind the ambitious project.
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