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Thousands Dety Pakistan in PoK

housands of peo-

ple poured onto

the streets of
Muzaffarabad on
Wednesday in a massive
show of defiance against
Pakistan's crackdown on
protesters in Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir
(PoK), a day after secu-
rity forces allegedly
opened fire on demon-
strators in Rawalakot
and Sudhanoti, leaving
at least nine civilians
dead. The latest protest
marks a significant es-
calation in one of the
largest public move-
ments witnessed in the
region in recent years.
Despite heavy deploy-
ment of security per-
sonnel, restrictions on
public gatherings and
an internet shutdown,
demonstrators contin-
ued to demand political,
economic and adminis-
trative reforms. The Joint
Awami Action Commit-

tee (JAAC), which is
spearheading the agita-
tion, accused the Pak-
istani establishment of
using excessive force to
suppress peaceful
protests and reiterated
that the movement
would continue until its
demands are fulfilled.
According to reports,
more than 16,000 secu-
rity personnel, includin

Rangers, police an

Frontier Corps person-
nel, have been deployed
across the region to con-
tain the unrest. Adding
to the tensions are re-
ports claiming that Pak-
istani authorities are al-
legedly planning to in-
filtrate militants belong-
ing to Lashkar-e-Taiba
and Jaish-e-Mohammed
into the protest move-
ment. Protest leaders fear
such a move could trig-
ger violence and provide
authorities with a pretext
to portray the agitation

as a terrorist-backed
movement. The imme-
diate trigger for the
protests was a Supreme
Court ruling that upheld
the constitutional valid-
ity of 12 legislative seats
reserved for Kashmiri
refugees. Protesters ar-
gue that these reserved
seats weaken local po-
litical representation and
have demanded their
immediate abolition.
However, the movement
has grown far beyond
the issue of reserved
seats. JAAC has submit-
ted a 38-point charter
of demands, seeking af-
fordable electricity gen-
erated from local hy-
dropower projects, sug—
sidies on essential com-
modities, employment
opportunities for local
residents, judicial re-
forms, greater adminis-
trative autonomy, im-
proved healthcare and
education.

[

I Muzaffarabad: The anti-
I government agitation in
I Pakistan-Occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) entered its 40th
day on Wednesday, with
the Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC) declar-
ing that protests will con-
tinue until the Pakistani
government accepts its
comprehensive 38-point
charter of demands. The
movement, which has
paralysed normal life across
Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad
and several other towns,
has evolved from an eco-
nomic protest into a wider
campaign seeking political,
administrative and gover-
nance reforms. Electricity
has emerged as the biggest
flashpoint in the ongoing
agitation. Protesters argue
that despite generating sub-

stantial hydropower within
the region, local residents
continue to pay high elec-
tricity tariffs while facing
frequent power cuts. JAAC
has demanded that elec-
tricity be supplied to local
consumers at the actual
cost of production, that
royalties from projects such
as the Mangla Dam be
transferred directly to PoK,
and that fuel adjustment
charges, additional taxes
and other surcharges on
power bills be abolished.
The organisation has also
sought an end to unsched-
uled load-shedding. The
Frotesters have also high-
ighted rising inflation as
a major concern affecting
daily life. Their charter
seeks government subsidies
on wheat flour, sugar, cook-

ing oil and other essential
commodities, while de-
manding that wheat prices
be brought on par with
neighbouring  Gilgit-
Baltistan. Farmers have
sought subsidised fertilisers
and seeds to reduce culti-
vation costs and protect
agricultural livelihoods.

Political reforms form an-
other key pillar of the
movement. JAAC has de-
manded the abolition of
the 12 reserved seats in the
PoK Assembly, alleging that
they allow Islamabad to in-
terfere in local governance.
The organisation has called
for greater financial and
administrative autonomy
for local institutions, con-
stitutional reforms, stronger
anti-corruption measures,
a reduction in ministerial

privileges and an independ-
ent audit of government
expenditure over the past
decade. The charter also
focuses on improving
healthcare and education.
Protesters have sought MRI
and CT scan facilities in
district hospitals, imple-
mentation of a health card
scheme, appointment of
doctors in rural areas, es-
tablishment of new edu-
cation boards and expan-
sion of technical institutions
to improve employment
opportunities for youth.
JAAC has further demand-
ed the withdrawal of ter-
rorism-related cases against
protesters, release of de-
tained activists, a judicial
inquiry into police action
during demonstrations,
better roads.
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Hyderabad, July 15:
Union Labour and Em-
ployment Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday reaf-
firmed India's commit-
ment to building an in-
clusive and resilient
labour ecosystem, de-
claring that the gov-
ernment is committed
to ensuring "no worker
is left behind." He was
addressing the 12th
BRICS Labour and
Employment Ministers'
Meeting held in Hy-
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derabad under India's
BRICS Chairship. The
meeting brought to-
gether labour ministers,
senior officials, em-
plcgzers' organisations
and workers' represen-
tatives from BRICS na-

tions to discuss the fu-
ture of work, with a
focus on social protec-
tion, labour market for-
malisation, women's
workforce participa-
tion, skill development
and digital transforma-
tion. Speaking at the
inaugural session, Dr.
Mandaviya said India's
BRICS Presidency,
themed "Building for
Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sus-
tainability," reflects the
vision of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
and follows a people-
centric approach guid-
ed by the principle of
"Humanity  First."
Highlighting India's
labour reforms, the
Minister said the coun-

o % LABOUR AR

try had consolidated
29 labour laws into four
Labour Codes in No-
vember 2025 to create
a modern, worker-cen-
tric framework for its
1.4 billion citizens. He
noted that the e-Shram
portal has registered

over 317 million un-
organised workers, en-
abling seamless access
to welfare schemes,
while the National Ca-
reer Service Portal is
strengthening employ-
ment opportunities
through job matching,
skill mappinig and ca-
reer counselling. He
added that India’s dig-
ital labour platforms
have also been shared
with partner countries,
including Mauritius.
Dr. Mandaviya said In-
dia has emerged as a
global talent hub with
over 2,100 Global Ca-

ability Centres

GCCs) employing
2.35 million profes-
sionals and generating
nearly USD 98 billion

in annual revenue.
Calling upon BRICS
nations to collectively
shape the future of
work, he said the
grouping has a respon-
sibility to promote pro-
ductive, equitable and
people-centric labour
policies through
stronger South-South
cooperation. The meet-
ing also featured a
video message from In-
ternational Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) Di-
rector-General, who
praised India's rapid
expansion of social se-
curity coverage, notin

that the country's socia
protection system now
reaches nearly one bil-
lion people, making it
a model for other de-

veloping nations. A key
outcome of the summit
was the adoption of
the BRICS Labour and
Employment Ministers'
Declaration, reaffirm-
ing the member coun-
tries' commitment to
promoting decent
work, strengthening
social protection, en-
hancing employability,
supporting inclusive
economic growth and
eX]i)anding cooperation
in labour and employ-
ment. The declaration
also underscored the
importance of practical
collaboration and mu-
tual learning among
BRICS nations in ad-
dressing common
labour market chal-

lenges.
| D
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Al Powering India

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming
the way nations function, and India stands at the forefront
of this technological revolution. Combined with the success
of the Digital India initiative, Al has the potential to
redefine governance, education, healthcare, agriculture,
manufacturing, and public services. The challenge is no
longer whether India should adopt AI, but how it can
harness this technology responsibly while ensuring that its
benefits reach every citizen. Over the past decade, Digital
India has laid a strong foundation for technological ad-
vancement. Initiatives such as Aadhaar, UPI, DigiLocker,
CoWIN, and digital public infrastructure have revolutionized
public service delivery and financial inclusion. Today, India
has one of the world's largest internet user bases and a
thriving digital economy. AI now represents the next phase
of this transformation, enabling faster decision-making,
improved efficiency, and personalized public services. In
healthcare, AI can assist doctors in diagnosing diseases,
analyzing medical images, predicting outbreaks, and ex-
panding telemedicine services to rural areas. In agriculture,
Al-powered tools can help farmers forecast weather, monitor
crop health, optimize irrigation, and improve productivity.
Manufacturing industries are using AI-driven automation
to increase efficiency, while the education sector is embracing
intelligent learning platforms that adapt to individual
students' needs.

The growth of AT also presents significant economic op-
portunities. India has a vibrant startup ecosystem and a
large pool of software professionals capable of developing
world-class AI solutions. Investments in research, semi-
conductor manufacturing, cloud computing, and data in-
frastructure can position India as a global hub for Al inno-
vation. The technology is expected to create new opportunities
in fields such as data science, robotics, cybersecurity, and
intelligent automation. However, Al also raises important
concerns. Automation may replace certain routine jobs,
making skill development and reskilling essential. Protecting
personal data, preventing algorithmic bias, combating mis-
information, and ensuring cybersecurity require robust
regulatory frameworks. Responsible AI must always com-
plement human intelligence rather than replace it. Bridging
the digital divide is equally important. While urban India
has embraced digital technologies, many rural communities
still lack reliable internet connectivity and digital literacy.
Expanding broadband access, improving digital education,
and making Al-powered services available in Indian
languages will ensure that technological progress remains
inclusive.

The future of Digital India depends not only on advanced
technology but also on responsible governance, innovation,
and human capital. AI should be viewed as a tool to
empower citizens, improve productivity, and strengthen
public institutions rather than merely as an instrument of
automation. India has the talent, technological capability,

and digital infrastructure to emerge as a global leader.

EC Extends SIR Deadline in TG

Hyderabad, July 15: The Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI) has revised the schedule
for the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Telangana, extending key
deadlines to facilitate the on-
going voter verification exer-
cise. According to the revised
schedule issued on Wednes-
day, the house-to-house verifi-
cation by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) and the rationalisation
of polling stations will now
continue till August 3, instead
of ending on July 24. The draft
electoral rolls will be published
on August 10, while the period
for filing claims and objections
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gust 10 to September 9. The
verification and disposal of
claims will continue till Octo-

rolls will be published on Oc-
tober 12. Under the earlier
schedule announced in May,
the draft rolls were to be pub-
lished on July 31 and the final
rolls on October 1. The Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) said
Booth Level Officers have
completed 100 per cent distri-
bution of enumeration forms
to all 3.38 crore registered vot-
ers across the State. So far,
54.84 per cent of the submitted
enumeration forms have been
digitised. Meanwhile, AIMIM
president and Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi welcomed
the extension, saying the addi-
tional time would benefit vot-

Telangana government to issue
Family Register Certificates or
Permanent Residence Certifi-
cates (PRCs) to eligible elec-
tors, stating that such
documents would help poor
families complete the verifica-
tion process without difficulty.
Owaisi appealed to voters who
have already received the enu-
meration forms to submit
them to BLOs at the earliest in-
stead of waiting until the final
deadline. The Special Intensive
Revision is aimed at updating
and verifying the electoral rolls
ahead of future elections by
ensuring that only eligible vot-
ers remain on the rolls while

+— n i ab

has been extended from Au- ber 10, and the final electoral

ers. He also wurged the new eligible votersare added.
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KTR Urges Centre to
Revive CCI Plant

New Delhi, July 15: Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) Working
President K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) on Wednesday met Union
Minister for Heavy Industries and Steel H.D. Kumaraswamy,
urging the Centre to immediately revive the Cement Corpora-
tion of India (CCI) plant at Adilabad. Leading a delegation of
farmers and representatives of the CCI Sadhana Samithi, KTR
reminded the Union Minister of the assurance given by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah in 2019 regarding the revival of the
public sector unit. KTR said the CCI plant, spread over nearly
2,300 acres with an installed capacity of 4 lakh tonnes, could be
revived with an investment of around Rs 2,000 crore. He sug-
gested that both the Centre and the Telangana government con-
tribute Rs 250 crore each as viability support, which, he said,
would help restart operations and generate employment for
nearly 6,000 people. Drawing a comparison with the financial
package extended to the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, KTR said
the Adilabad CCI unit also deserved similar support. He as-
serted that the BRS would continue its struggle until the factory
was reopened. Later, speaking to the media in New Delhi, KTR
said his political fight was directed at Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy over issues affecting Telangana and not due to any per-
sonal differences. He accused the Chief Minister of diverting
public attention from governance failures and questioned why
the Congress leadership continued to remain silent over what
he termed as "irresponsible statements" made by Revanth
Reddy. KTR also alleged that the state government was trou-
bling farmers over the Kaleshwaram project, criticised the Chief
Minister's repeated visits to Delhi, and questioned the benefits
secured for Telangana. He challenged the government to pro-
vide evidence for allegations related to phone tapping and
claimed recent survey findings indicated growing public sup-
port for the BRS.

Trump to Feature on
New US $1 Coin

Washington, July 15: The United States Mint will issue a new
$1 commemorative coin featuring President Donald Trump as
part of celebrations marking 250 years of American independence,
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent announced on Wednesday.
The coin features Trump's portrait on the obverse, with the
word "Liberty" above it and the years 1776-2026 engraved
below. The national motto "In God We Trust" appears alongside
the portrait, flanked by two stars. The reverse side depicts a
baldp eagle with outstretched wings holding an olive branch
and arrows, symbolising peace and strength. A shield bearing
the number 250 is placed at the centre, while the inscriptions
"United States of America", "One Dollar", and the Latin motto
"E Pluribus Unum" surround the design. Announcing the coin,
Bessent said it celebrates America's enduring commitment to
liberty and patriotism as the nation marks its 250th anniversary.
However, tlEe Treasury did not disclose the coin's release date,
production numbers, composition, circulation plans or collector
availability. The commemorative coin is part of a broader series
of US Mint products celebrating the country’s 250th Independence
anniversary. Earlier this month, the Mint also released the
Freedom Ringing - Liberty Bell Gold Coins and Silver Medal,
the first non-round commemorative coin series in recent US

history.
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Amazon Data Center to
Power Future City: Revanth
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Hyderabad, July 15: Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday said the proposed Amazon Data Centre
would become a key driver of investments and industrial
growth in the state's ambitious Future City project. He was
speaking after laying the foundation stone for the facility at
Bharat Future City. The Chief Minister said the hyperscale data
centre would strengthen Telangana's position as a global tech-
nology hub while accelerating the state's vision of becoming
one oty India's most developed economies. "We are introducing
progressive policies in industry, tourism, sports, skill develop-
ment and healthcare. The Amazon Data Centre will play a
prominent role in the development of Future City. Projects like
Musi River rejuvenation, Metro Rail expansion and shifting
Eharma industries outside the Outer Ring Road are aimed at

uilding a world-class city," he said. According to official
sources, the facility will be Amazon's largest hyperscale data
centre, spread across 202 acres in Future City. It will also be-
come the company's second cloud region in India after Mum-
bai. The Telangana government has additionally allotted 98
acres at Chandanavelli for Amazon's expansion. The company
is expected to invest 60,000 crore over the next 12 years. Re-
vanth Reddy reiterated the state's economic vision, sayin
Telangana aims to become a $1-trillion economy by 2034 an
a $3-trillion economy by 2047, with a target of contributing 10
per cent of India's GDP. He said the government is working
closely with institutions such as ISB and NALSAR, while offer-
ing industry-friendly policies through a single-window clear-
ance system and reviewing investment proposals every month.
Highlighting sustainable urban development, the Chief Minis-
ter said 3,000 RTC buses in Hyderabad are being converted into
electric vehicles, while efforts are underway to transform 2 lakh
autorickshaws into EVs. He added that the government has also
introduced zero registration tax for electric vehicles to promote
clean mobility. Revanth Reddy said the government is focusing
on reducing pollution, easing traffic congestion and developing
modern in%rastructure to make Hydera%ad a globally compet-
itive city.
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Gill Nears No.1 in
ICC ODI Rankings

India  captain
Shubman Gill
has moved
within 11 rating
points of the
No.1 spot in the
latest ICC ODI

batting rankings
after his un-
beaten 80

against England
in the first ODI
at Edgbaston. New Zealand's Daryl
Mitchell continues to lead the rankings.
India all-rounder Axar Patel was the
biggest gainer, climbing to ninth in the
ODI all-rounders' rankings for the first
time after his match-winning all-round
performance. He also rose to 73rd
among batters and 42nd among bowlers.
Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah cigimbed to
24th in the ODI bowling rankings, while
Washington Sundar also made signifi-
cant gains after his unbeaten halfgcen—
tury. In the T20I rankings, England
captain Harry Brook advanced to sev-
enth among batters after a stellar series
against India, with Jos Buttler moving up
to sixth and Jofra Archer climbing to
joint 18th in the bowling rankings.
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TInto World C Final

Dallas, July 15: Spain produced another commanding display to defeat France 2-0 in the FIFA World Cup 2026 semi-final, booking
a place in Sunday's title clash and extending their remarkable unbeaten run in competitive football. Spain controlled the contest
from start to finish, with Mikel Oyarzabal opening the scoring from the penalty spot in the 22nd minute before Pedro Porro sealed
the victory with a stunning strike in the 58th minute. The win sends Spain into only their second FIFA World Cup final, where
they will face either Argentina or England. France struggled to create meaningful chances as Spain dominated possession and dic-
tated the tempo. Coach Luis de la Fuente's side once again showcased the tactical discipline and technical quality that have made
them one of the world's most consistent teams. After the match, De la Fuente praised his players for remaining committed to their
philosth . "These players deserve everything. Day after day they have shown commitment, solidarity and talent. Today we faced
e best teams in the world, but our pla%rers were outstanding,” he said. Outgoing France coach Didier Deschamps admitted
precision and energy. Spain controlled the game and forced us to defend. They de-

served the victory," he said. Defender Pedro Porro, who was named Player of the Match, described reaching the final as a dream
come true. "This is a team effort. We played a great game from start to finish. Now we recover and prepare to give everything in
the final," he said. The victory also extended Spain's impressive record to 38 consecutive competitive matches without defeat, un-
derlining their status as favourites to lift the World Cup trophy.

FLASH NEWS..! Messi Inspires Argentina Into Final

New Jersey, July 16: Lionel
Messi produced another un-
forgettable performance as Ar-

entina came from behind to

eat England 2-1 and book
their place in the FIFA World
Cup 2026 final, where they

ill face Spain. England looked
set for a famous victory after
Anthony Gordon gave the
Three Lions the lead in the
55th minute, finishing off a
swift counterattack. Argentina
struggled to break down Eng-
land's disciplined defence for
much of the match, but Messi's
brilliance turned the game

Dhoni Ideal to Replace Fleming: Ashwin

New Delhi, July 15: For-

mer India = spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
believes MS Dhoni would

be the ideal choice to suc-
ceed Stephen Fleming as
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) head coach follow-
ing the end of Fleming's
17-year tenure with the
franchise. Speaking after
CSK and Fleming mutu-
ally decided to part ways,
Ashwin said the franchise
has reached a stage where
it should begin planning
for a new era. "Fleming
understood what made
Dhoni tick, and Dhoni
understood  Fleming's
strengths. That partner-
ship lasted for a long
time. It is now time for
CSK to look beyond,"
Ashwin said. He added
that if Dhoni is willing to
take up the coaching role,
there could be no better
successor. "If Dhoni is
ready to become coach,

there is no better person
for CSK. Otherwise, they
need someone who can
work independently and
take full responsibility for
the team's decisions," he
said. Ashwin, however,
noted that any incoming
coach would face chal-
lenges because Dhoni re-
mains a towering figure
within the franchise and
continues to have signifi-
cant influence over team
discussions and selection.
Fleming joined CSK as a
Flayer in the inaugural

PL season in 2008 before
becoming head coach in
2009. During his tenure,
the franchise won five
IPL titles, two Champi-
ons League T20 trophies,
reached the playogfs 12
times, and appeared in a
record 10 IPL finals, mak-
ing it one of the most suc-
cessful coach-franchise
partnerships in T20
cricket.

around in the closing stages.
With five minutes remaining,
the Argentine captain delivered
a perfectly timed pass to Enzo
Fernandez, who smashed
home the equaliser to revive
Argentina's hopes. Messi then
produced another moment of
magic in stoppage time, float-
ing an inch-perfect cross into
the penalty area for Lautaro
Martinez, whose powerful
header in the 92nd minute
completed a dramatic come-
back. Although Messi did not
score, he created both goals
and once again proved decisive

for the reigning champions

with his vision and cre- $&&

ativity. For England, it was
a painful end after an im-
pressive defensive display
that had them within
touching distance of their |
first World Cup final since
1966. The victory sends
Argentina into back-to-
back World Cup finals,

setting up a blockbuster =

title clash against Spain,
with Lionel Scaloni's side
aiming to successfully de-

fend their World Cup £

crown.

India Bags Five Golds
at Asian Boxing

India delivered an impressive per-
formance at the Asian Under-19 and
Under-23 Boxing Championships in
Jakarta, finishing the women's compe-
tition with five gold, 10 silver and four
bronze medals. In the Under-19 cate-
ory, Chandrika Bhoresh Pujari
%5 lig) and Prachi won gold medals,
while the Under-23 contingent added
three more golds, led by Nisha (54kg)
with a dominant 5-0 victory over
Japan's Koiin Kokufu. Nikita Chand
(60kg), Kajal (65kg) and Muskan
(75kg) claimed silver medals after los-
ing closely contested finals, as India
showcased its growing strength in
women's boxing across age groups.




4 www.tricolourestate.com

TRICOLOUR ESTATE

THE NEWS THAT MATTERS

Thursday, 16.7.2026, Jagitial

Aarti Chikara

'Jana Nayagan' Set for
July 23 Release

Mumbeai, July 15: The makers of Thala-
pathy Vijay's much-awaited film "Jana
Nayagan" have announced that the film
will hit theatres worldwide on July 23,
2026. The film is being billed as Vijay's
final outing on the big screen before
tully focusing on his political career as
the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. Di-
rected by H. Vinoth and produced by
KVN Productions, Jana Nayagan is ex-
pected to be one of the biggest releases
of the year. Producer Venkat K.
Narayana described the film as a historic
milestone in Vijay's career. "It is an hon-
our to be part of Thalapathy Vijay's final
cinematic journey. His journey from
cinema to becoming the Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu reflects the extraordinar

bond he shares with the people,” he said.
He added that the team is confident the
film will offer audiences a memorable
theatrical experience and serve as a fit-
ting tribute to Vijay's remarkable career.

'Immortal’ Postponed
to September 4

Chennai, July 15: The release of G V
Prakash Kumar-starrer horror thriller
"Immortal” has been postponed to Sep-
tember 4, with the makers deciding to
avoid a box-office clash with Thalapathy
Vijay's much-awaited film "Jana Naira-
gan.' Immortal was originally scheduled
to release on July 23, %ut the date was
changed after the makers of Jana Naya-
gan confirmed their worldwide release RELEASING
on the same day. Announcing the deci- WORLIWIBE
sion on X, G V Prakash wrote, "When
the Thalapathy arrives, we need to make
way. That too, one last time. Best wishes
to the Jana Nayagan team. Immortal will
now release in theatres on September 4."
Directed by Mariyappan Chinna, the
horror thriller stars G V Prakash.

RGYV Calls for Ban on Film Censorship

“ ' Chennai, ]ulff 15: Filmmaker Ram Gopal
" Varma has called for the abolition of film cen-

» _ sorshipin India, arguing that censoring movies
| is outdated and undermines the intelligence of
audiences. In a series of posts on X, Varma said
adults are mature enough to choose what they
want to watch and do not require a govern-
ment-appointed committee to decide on their
behalf. "If an adult can vote, run a business and
raise a family, why can't they decide what to
watch?" he questioned. The director argued
. thatin the era of smartphones, streaming plat-
3 forms and social media, censoring films has be-
M come meaningless because uncut versions
, quickly become available online. Referring to
his film "Obsession,” Varma claimed that a
scene removed by the censor board was viewed
far more widely on social media than in the-
atres. He further said censorship often in-
creases curiosity rather than restricting access
¢ to content. According to Varma, films repre-
sent a filmmaker's perspective and should en-
courage debate rather than be altered by
regulatory bodies. He urged filmmakers and
producers to collectively challenge the existing
censorship system through legal and public
~ platforms. "What we need are clear content
classifications, not cuts. Respect the audience
~ and let them decide whether to watch a film or
not," he said, ending his remarks with the hash-
tag #BanTheCensor.

Nyra Takes Sameera to Court!

Actress Sameera Reddy left fans curious
after revealing that her daughter Nyra is
"taking her to court" in a playful social
media post. Sharing a video on Instagram,
Sameera joked about the unexpected out-
ing, saying parents are usually taken to
PTA meetings, annual day functions or
birthday parties—but her daughter had
something different in mind. "Guess where
my Nyra is taking me? To the court! This
was the only thing left to see. Stay tuned!"
she said in the video. She captioned the
Fost, "Still can't believe what's happening!”,
eaving followers eager to know the story
behind the surprise visit. Sameera and her
husband Akshai Varde are parents to two
children—Hans, born in 2015, and Nyra,
born in 2019. The actress frequently shares
moments from her family life and has been
widely appreciated for speaking openly
about motherhood, postpartum depres-
sion, body image, and self-acceptance. On
the professional front, Sameera is set to §
make her acting comeback after 13 years &=
with the horror thriller "Chimni", in which
she plays Kali. Directed by Gagan Puri, the
film revolves around a grieving mother
whose daughter becomes possessed by a
sinister spirit inside a haunted palace. The
film is inspired by the rare medical condi-
tion fetus in fetu.

Alia Gets Emotional

Mumbeai, July 15: Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt deliv-
ered an emotional speech at the wedding celebrations
of her longtime best friend Akanksha Ranjan, describ-
ing the bride as the person who keeps their close-knit
circle united. A video shared by Akanksha from the
wedding festivities captured Alia expressing her affec-
tion and admiration fgr her friend. "She's the glue that
holds us all together. She has a special relationship with
every girl in the group and she always shows up," Alia
said. The actress revealed that the most emotional mo-
ment for her came when Akanksha walked down the
aisle. "She looked like a dream. But before looking at
her, I looked at Sharan. Seeing the tears in his eyes, I
knew it was a beautiful moment," she added. Akank-
sha's sister, actress Anushka Ranjan, also paid an emo-
tional tribute, saying the bride's greatest quality is her
unconditional love. "She loves with all her heart, and
there is no greater gift than being loved by her,"
Anushka saic%. Akanksha Ranjan married filmmaker
Sharan Sharma on July 11 in an intimate ceremony at-
tended by family and close friends from the film indus-
try. Celegrities including Alia Bhatt and Athiya Shetty
were among those present at the celebrations.

Malavika Reveals 'Idhayam Murali' Look

Mumbai, July 15: Actress Malavika Mohanan has
unveiled her first look from her special cameo in the
upcoming Tamil film "Idhayam Murali", while shar-
ing behind-the-scenes moments with actor Fahadh
Faasil. Posting a series of pictures on social media,
Malavika appeared as a traditional Tamil bride in an
elegant silk saree, temple jewellery, jasmine flowers
and classic bridal accessories. Tfle actress also
shared cheerful moments with Fahadh, marking
their first on-screen collaboration. "We've been
friends for years and have always spoken about find-
ing the right film to work on together. For now, this
cameo will have to suffice,” Malavika wrote. She
added that working with Fahadh and the young
team of Idhayam Murali reminded her of college
days. "Working with the young, fun crew fully felt
like being back in college," she said. Malavika made
her acting debut with the Malayalam film "Pattam
Pole" in 2013 before gaining recognition in Tamil
cinema with films including "Petta," "Master,"
"Maaran," and "Thangalaan." She was recently seen
in the Hindi film "Yudhra" and will next appear
alongside Vijay Sethupathi in "Pocket Novel" and - o
opposite Karthi in "Sardar 2." LS
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