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he Supreme Court on

Monday declined to hear

the Telangana govern-
ment's suit challenging Andhra
Pradesh's proposed Polavaram-
Banakacherla (Nallamalasagar
Link) Project, citing procedural
deficiencies in the petition. A
Bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta observed that the matter
could not be taken up until the
petitioner completed the re-
quired legal formalities. "This
matter cannot be taken up by
the court today as there are
some deficiencies and formal-
ities to be fulfilled by the peti-
tioner,” the Bench said. The
court clarified that the Registry
would list the matter for hearing
once Telangana rectified the
procedural defects in accor-
dance with the Supreme Court
Rules. Appearing for Telangana,
senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi assured the Bench that
the deficiencies would be cured

SC Defers Telangan

and requested that the case be
listed thereafter. The Telangana
government has filed the suit
under Article 131 of the Con-
stitution, seeking to restrain
Andhra Pradesh from proceed-
ing with preFaratory and con-
struction-related activities for
the proposed river-linking proj-
ect. The project aims to divert
surplus Godavari waters from
the Polavaram reservoir to the
drought-prone Banakacherla
region in Rayalaseema to im-
prove irrigation, drinking water
supply and groundwater
recharge. Telangana has op-
posed the project, arguing that
it would infringe upon its right-
ful share of Godavari waters
and violate the Godavari Water
Disputes Tribunal Award, which
governs water allocation among

asin States. The State has also
contended that Andhra Pradesh
cannot unilaterally divert river
waters without following the
prescribed legal procedures.

a's Polavaram

This is Telangana's second at-
tempt to challenge the project
before the apex court. In Janu-
ary, the State withdrew a writ
petition after the Supreme
Court indicated that it was not
maintainable. At that time, a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant granted Telangana
the fiberty to pursue other legal
remedies, including filing a suit
under Article 131, which deals
with disputes between States.
The Chief Justice had observed
that such a suit would provide
a "more comprehensive and ef-
fective" remedy since the issue
essentially concerns an inter-
State river water dispute. Telan-
gana has further argued that
the proposed project violates
the provisions of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, which envisages coop-
erative management and equi-
table utilisation of shared river
waters following the bifurcation
of the erstwhile united AP.

ndhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chan-

drababu Naidu on Mon-
day announced that the
Pof’avaram Multi-Purpose Ir-
rigation Project will be fully
completed and dedicated to
the nation by March 2027, de-
scribing it as the lifeline of the
State. A%ter inspecting the proj-
ect site and reviewing the
progress with officials, Naidu
said Godavari water would be
released through the Left Main
Canal to Anakapalle on August
14, 2026, a day before Inde-
pendence Day. He said he
would personally perform Jala-
haarati to mark the occasion.
The Chief Minister strongly
criticised the previous YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) gov-
ernment, alleging that it had
neglected the project. Naidu
claimed that when the TDP
government left office in 2019,
the project had achieved 72

I per cent completion, but only
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an additional 2 per cent
progress was made over the
next five years. He accused the
previous government of fre-
quently changing contractors,
ignoring the recommendations
of the Polavaram Project Au-
thority (PPA) and leaving gaps
in the Upper Coffer Dam,
which he said led to the col-
lapse of the ¥440-crore di-
aphragm wall during floods.
According to Naidu, the pres-
ent government is constructing
a parallel diaphratgm wall at
an estimated cost of 990 crore.
"There were days when I could-
n't sleep after the diaphragm
wall was damaged. With the
support of the Central Gov-
ernment, the project is back
on track," he said. Naidu stated
that his government had ac-
celerated construction over
the past two years, taking the
overall completion level to 89
per cent after adding another
15 per cent progress. He said

by March 2027: Naidu

around 7,100 crore had al-
ready been spent on the project,
while another 23,835 crore is
expected from the Centre. The
Chief Minister said major com-
ponents, including the spillway,
radial gates and coffer dam,
have already been completed.
Work on the Earth-Cum-
Rock-Fill (ECRF) Dam is pro-
gressing steadily, with Gap-1
reaching 48 per cent comple-
tion and Gap-2 30 per cent.
Land acquisition has covered
94,152 acres so far and is ex-
pected to be completed by Oc-
tober 26, he added. Empha-
sising rehabilitation, Naidu as-
sured full support to project-
displaced families, saying jus-
tice to them was the govern-
ment's moral responsibility.
According to him, about 17,500
families have already been re-
located, 17,118 houses have
been completed, and the entire
rehabilitation process will be
finished by March 2027.
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KTR Alleges Cong-BJP Nexus

Karimnagar, July 13: Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
Working President K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) on Mon-
day accused the Congress
government in Telangana
of deliberately refusing to
utilise the Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Project, alleging
a political nexus between
the Congress and the BJP
to discredit the project. Ad-
dressing the media after in-
specting the Mid Manair
Reservoir in Karimnagar
district, KTR alleged that
the State government was
allowing precious Godavari
waters to flow into the sea
while farmers faced severe
irrigation shortages. He
claimed Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy was sacri-
ficing farmers" interests to
sustain what he described
as a false narrative against

the Kaleshwaram project.
KTR urged the government
to immediately resume lift-
ing water through the proj-
ectand warned t%lat the BRS
would launch a statewide
agitation under the leader-
ship of party president K.
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR)
if no action was taken. He
alleged that before the Con-
gress assumed office, the
Mid Manair Reservoir re-
mained full, but was now
drying up due to the gov-
ernment's inaction. Accord-
ing to KTR, lifting water
through the Kannepalli
Pump House could address
both irrigation and drinking
water needs at a time when
Telangana faces the threat
of drought. Accusing the
government of acting out
of political vendetta against
the previous BRS regime,

a‘,

he said the adminis-
tration had ignored
suggestions from re-|
tired irrigation engi-
neers, technical ex-

sition. Rejecting thes
Chief Minister's claim that
there was no flood flow in
the Godavari, KTR main-
tained that large quantities
of water were flowing down-
stream daily and were being
utilised by neighbourin

Andhra Pradesh. He allege

that the Telangana govern-
ment was deliberately pre-
venting water from being
lifted through Kaleshwaram,
thereby benefiting neigh-
bouring states at the cost
of Telangana farmers. KTR
further claimed that nearly
2 TMC of water could be
lifted through the Kannepalli
Pump House without low-

ering the gates of the Medi-
gadda barrage, but the gov-
ernment continued to cite

the National Dam Safety

Authority (NDSA) report
as an excuse. Describing
the report as politically mo-
tivated, KTR alleged that it
was prepared under the BJP-
led NDA government to
tarnish Telangana's flagship
irrigation project. He also
accused the Congress and
BJP of working together on
the Kaleshwaram issue,
pointing out that while the
State Irrigation Minister had
acknowledged completion
of repair works, the gov-

ernment continued to rely
on the NDSA report to avoid
operating the project. Warn-
ing of serious consequences,

KTR said continued refusal
to utilise Kaleshwaram could
trigger a major agricultural
and drinking water crisis,
especially under prevailing
El Nifio conditions. He fur-
ther claimed that unless wa-
ter was lifted into the Yel-
lampalli Reservoir, even Hy-
derabad could face drinking
water shortages, recalling
that under the previous BRS
govt, Kaleshwaram had en-
sured uninterrupted water
supply to several regions.
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EDITORIAL

Growth with
Inclusive Prosperity

Economic growth is the foundation of a nation's
progress, but growth alone does not guarantee development.
The real measure of success lies in how effectively economic
expansion improves people's lives through better jobs,
higher incomes, quality infrastructure, and greater oppor-
tunities. As India aspires to become a developed nation in
the coming decades, achieving ambitious GDP targets
must go hand in hand with inclusive and sustainable de-
velopment. Over the past decade, India has emerged as
one of the world's fastest-growing major economies. Strong
domestic consumption, rapid digitalisation, infrastructure
expansion, and policy reforms have strengthened the
country's growth trajectory. India is now among the largest
global economies and aims to become a $5 trillion economy
in the coming years, with even larger ambitions for the
next decade. Achieving these milestones will require
sustained high growth, investment, innovation, and pro-
ductivity improvements. However, GDP figures alone
cannot capture the full picture of economic progress. High
growth must translate into employment generation, poverty
reduction, and improved living standards. Millions of
young Indians enter the workforce every year, making job
creation one of the country's most urgent priorities. Ex-
panding manufacturing, supporting MSMEs, encouraging
startups, and strengthening the services sector will be
essential to absorb this growing workforce.

Infrastructure development will remain a key driver of
economic expansion. Modern highways, railways, ports,
airports, logistics networks, and digital connectivity reduce
business costs and improve competitiveness. At the same
time, investments in education, healthcare, and skill de-
velopment are equally important because a productive
workforce is the backbone of sustained economic growth.
Agriculture, which supports nearly half of India's workforce,
must also become more productive and climate resilient.
Scientific farming, irrigation expansion, food processing,
and better market access can raise rural incomes while
strengthening food security. Balanced regional development
is equally important to ensure that growth benefits every
state and every section of society. The global economy also
presents both opportunities and uncertainties. Geopolitical
tensions, supply chain disruptions, climate change, and
technological transformation demand flexible and for-
ward-looking economic policies. India can benefit from
these shifts by becoming a global manufacturing hub, at-
tracting foreign investment, and strengthening exports.
Fiscal discipline, policy stability, and ease of doing business
will continue to inspire investor confidence. Simultaneously,
environmental sustainability must remain central to de-
velopment planning. Green energy, resource efficiency,
and climate-resilient infrastructure can ensure that today's
growth does not compromise future. India's GDP targets
are not merely economic milestones; they represent aspi-

rations for a better quality of life for every citizen.
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KU Prof Adi Reddy to Receive International Honour

r. RakkiReddy Adi Red-
D dy, Public Relations Offi-

cer (PRO) at the Uni-
versity Arts and Science College,
Kakatiya University, Subedari,
Hanamkonda, has been for-
mally invited to participate in
the Fourth International
Women's Awards Grand Cer-
emony and International Con-
ference to be held in Puducher-
rz on July 25 and 26. Durin
the prestigious internationa
event, he will receive an inter-
national award in recognition
of his outstanding contributions
to higher education, academic
research, journalism, and public
relations. Announcing the in-
vitation, the Principal of the
University Arts and Science
College, Professor Sunkari
Jyothi, expressed immense haﬁ—
piness and pride over the
achievement. She stated that
the selection of a faculty mem-
ber from the college for recog-
nition at an international forum
is a matter of great honor not
on(liy for the University Arts
and Science College but also
for Kakatiya University as a
whole. Such recognitions, she
said, reflect the growing global

visibility of the university's ac-
ademic excellence and research
contributions. Professor Sunkari
Jyothi recalled that Dr.
RakkiReddy Adi Reddy had re-
Cenﬂﬁ received the Best Re-
search Paper Award at an in-
ternational conference held in
the United States, where his
scholarly work was appreciated
by researchers and acaC{)emicians
from several countries. His con-
tinued recognition at interna-
tional academic platforms
demonstrates his commitment
to quality research, innovative
thinking, and academic excel-
lence. Over the years, Dr. Adi
Reddy has made significant

contributions in the fields of
)iournalism, media studies, pub-

ic relations, communication
research, and higher education.
His research papers have been
presented at several national
and international conferences,
and his academic writings have
been widely appreciated for ad-
dressing contemporary social,
educational, and media-related
issues. In addition to his aca-
demic responsibilities, he has
actively contributed to strength-
ening the public image and
outreach activities of the Uni-
versity Arts and Science College
through his role as Public Re-
lations Officer. The forthcoming
international conference in
Puducherry will bring together
distinguished academicians, re-
searchers, educationists, policy
experts, and professionals from
different countries to deliberate
on contemporary issues relating
to women's empowerment, ed-
ucation, leadership, sustainable
development, and social trans-
formation. The conference is
expected to provide an excellent
platform for academic interac-
tion, exchange of ideas, collab-
orative research, and interna-

tional networking. The inter-
national award being presented
to Dr. RakkiReddy Adi Reddy
recognizes his sustained con-
tributions to research, academic
leadership, professional jour-
nalism, institutional commu-
nication, and community en-
ﬁagement. His achievements
ave brought recognition to
the institution and have inspired
students, young researchers,
and faculty members to pursue
excellence in teaching, research,
and public service. Facult
members, non-teaching staff,
students, research scholars, and
well-wishers of the University
Arts and Science College ex-
tended their heartfelt congrat-
ulations to Dr. RakkiReddy Adi
Reddy on this prestigious in-
ternational recognition. They
wished him continued success
in his academic, research, and
professional endeavors and ex-
pressed confidence that he
would continue to bring greater
laurels to the college, Kakatiya
University, and the State of
Telangana through his scholarly
contributions at national and
international levels.
- Hanamkonda, July 13

Telangana

Hyderabad, July 13: The Telan-
gana government has prepared
a comprehensive three-phase
contingency plan to minimise
the impact of El Nifio and pro-
tect farmers from possible
drought conditions, Agriculture
Minister Tummala Nageswara
Rao announced on Monday.
The Minister directed officials
to remain fully prepared to im-
plement the first phase of the
action plan and ensure that
farmers do not suffer due to
delayed monsoon or prolonged
dry s;{ells. Tummala chaired a
high-level review meeting at
ICRISAT with scientists from
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), Professor
Jayashankar Telangana Agri-
cultural University, Indian In-
stitute of Oilseeds Research
(IIOR), Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research (IIMR), Central
Research Institute for Dryland
Agriculture (CRIDA) and sen-
ior officials from agriculture
and allied departments. Sci-
entists presented detailed rec-
ommendations on drought-re-
sistant crop varieties, alternative
cropping patterns and scientific
measures to minimise crop
losses under El Nifio condi-
tions. The Minister instructed
officials to ensure that every
scientific recommendation
reaches farmers at the grass-
roots level through district ad-

Readies El Ninno Plan: Thummala
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Surendra Mohan, IAS

ministrations and agricultural
extension staff. He also directed
district collectors and officials
of agriculture and allied de-
gartments to remain in the

eld and continuously monitor
the situation. According to the
Director of Agriculture, the
contingency plan has been de-
signed in three phases, con-
sidering possible rainfall sce-
narios up to July 15, July 30
and August 15. Officials esti-
mated tl%at 16.30 lakh quintals
of seed would be required if
rains are delayed until July 15,
13.82 lakh quintals if delayed
until July 30, and 12.70 lakh
quintals if drought-like con-

Trump Eyes Control of Hormuz

Washington, July 13: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Mon-
day declared that the United
States would take control of
the Strait of Hormuz and could
permanently oversee its secu-
rity, accusing Iran of violating
a military agreement and con-
tinuing drone operations in
the strategically important wa-
terway. In an interview with
Fox News, Trump said the US
had launched fresh strikes on
Iranian military assets overnight
and warned of further action
if Tehran continued its opera-
tions. "We're taking over the
Strait. They have nothing.
They've got nothing," Trump
said. Claiming that Iran had
suffered heavy losses, he added,
"We hit them very hard last
night. Every time they send a
drone, we hit them very hard.
Most of their equipment is
gone." Trump also alleged that
Iran had backed out of an agree-
ment after lengthy negotiations.
"We had a deal. It was a done
deal. And then they broke it,"
he said, claiming Iranian ne-
gotiators sought changes after
initially agreeing to all terms.
Accorging to Trump, the US
would now retain control over

the strategic waterway. "We're
going to keep the Strait, and
we'll probably run it. We'll be-
come the guardian of the Strait.
Maybe we'l call it the guardian
angel of the Strait,” he re-
marked. The US President fur-
ther argued that countries ben-
efiting from secure navifation
through the Strait should com-
pensate Washington for pro-
viding security. "We should be
reimbursed for that because
the other nations are very
wealthy. We've protected it for
decades without getting paid,"
he said. Trump maintained that
the United States should no
longer bear the financial and
military burden alone. "We're
going to guard it, and we're
going to get paid for ﬁuarding
it. We just want to be reim-
bursed for putting our people
in danger,” he added. The Strait
of Hormuz is one of the world's
most critical maritime routes,
connecting the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and
the Arabian Sea. It serves as a
key transit corridor for global
oil and liquefied natural gas
exports, making its security
vital for energy-importing na-
tions, including India.
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ditions persist until August 15.
The government has already
initiated steps to ensure ade-
quate seed availability. The
meeting also reviewed irrigation
water availability, groundwater
levels and power supply across
the State. Officials informed
the Minister that 13 districts
have so far received normal
rainfall, while 20 districts are
facing rainfall deficits. Tummala
directed district collectors, agri-
cultural officers and scientists
in rain-deficit districts to jointly
assess local conditions and take
immediate corrective measures.
He emphasised the need for a
Dynamic District-Specific Re-

sponse (DSR) approach, in-
volving real-time rainfall mon-
itoring, weather-based crop ad-
visories, soil moisture assess-
ment, crop health monitoring,
drought-risk analysis, alterna-
tive crop planning, soil moisture
conservation and crop diver-
sification. The Minister also
stressed the importance of co-
ordination among various de-
partments, including IMD, Ir-
rigation, Ground Water, Power,
Agriculture and Horticulture.
He instructed officials to issue
a weekly Agro-Weather Bulletin
until the end of August, cov-
ering rainfall data, weather
forecasts, dry spell warnings,
temperature trends, soil mois-
ture, groundwater availability,
irrigation status, power supply,
crop conditions and scientific
advisories for farmers. The bul-
letin will also include updates
on reservoir storage, inflows
and irrigation water availability,
while tlgwe Ground Water De-
partment will provide man-
dal-wise groundgvater data and
prepare water-use plans. Offi-
cials were directed to dissemi-
nate the weekly bulletin widely
through village panchayats,
farmer groups, agricultural ex-
tension officers, WhatsApp
groups, social media, digital
platforms and local media to
ensure timely access to scientific
information for farmers.
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ndia created history by reg-
Iistering a commanding

270-run victory over Eng-
land in the first-ever Women's
Test match at Lord's, with oft-
spinner Sneh Rana starrin
with a match-winning spe
of 4/42 on the final day. De-
fending an imposing target of
457, India bowled England
out for 186 in 62.5 overs to
complete a comprehensive tri-
umph at the iconic venue. The
victory also preserved India's
unbeaten record in Women's
Test cricket on English soil.
Resuming the fourth day at
130/6, England's hopes rested
on overnight batter Amy Jones,
but India struck early when
Rana dismissed the half-cen-
turion for 54, triggering the
collapse. The Indian spin duo
of Sneh Rana and Deepti Shar-
ma dominated the morning
session, sharing six wickets
between them to wrap up the
innings. Deepti removed Issy
Wong and Lauren Bell, while

Rana claimed the final wicket
by clean bowling Sophie Ec-
c?;stone, who fought bravely
with a maiden Test half-cen-
tury. Earlier in the match,
India laid the foundation with
solid batting performances.
Smriti Man(%hana scored 83
in the first innings and 70 in
the second, while Yastika Bha-
tia scripted history by becom-
ing the first woman to score a
Test century at Lord's, making
a brilliant 113. Wicketkeep-
er-batter Richa Ghosh added
crucial late runs with an un-
beaten 50 off 52 balls, helping
India declare at 341/7 in the
second innings. Fast bowler
Kranti Gaud also played a sig-
nificant role, claiming the first
five-wicket haul by a woman
at Lord's during England's first
innings. The memorable vic-
tory came in the presence of
cricket legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar, who addressed the In-
dian team before play on the
final day. ICC Chairman Jay
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Shah, BCCI Vice-President
Rajeev Shukla, and Secretary
Devajit Saikia were also present
to witness India's landmark
achievement. The win marks
India's seventh victory in their
last 11 Women's Test matches
and underlines the team's
rowing dominance in the
ongest format. Brief Scores:
India 285 & 341/7 declared
beat England 170 & 186 by
270 runs.

INDIA LEADS

THE WORLD IN Al ADOPTION

4 in 5 Indian employees use Al weekly,
highest in the world: Report

India Leads Global AI Adoption

New Delhi, July 13: India has emerged
as the world's most Al-active work-
force, with 80 Iper cent of employees
using artificial intelligence multiple .’

times a week and 41 per cent using ¢
it daily, according to a new report -

released by ADP on Monday. The
report found that Indian employees
are among the most optimistic glob-
ally about the impact of Al with 31
per cent believing the technology
will positively influence their job re-
sponsibilities over the next year. De-
spite widespread adoption, frequent
AT users were found to be more
likely to question their own produc-
tivity, even though they reported
higher workplace engagement and
lower stress levels compared to non-
users. Knowledge workers expressed
the highest confidence in AI, with
37 per cent expecting it to enhance
their roles, compared to 21 per cent
of skilled task workers and 19 per

Insights from ADP Report July 13, 2026

India is the world’s most
Al-active workforce

= across industries, age groups
and company sizes.

Al USAGE IN INDIA
0,

80%

of employees use

Al multiple times
a week daily

Al OPTIMISM BY JOB TYPE

6 Knowledge Workers
37% 0, ﬁ
expect a positive impact on their roles 4 3 /o b ’-‘37 Vet
Skilled Task Workers ohun vy e - - 43%

41% ama 31%
of employees believe Al will
use Al positively impact

their job rolesin [ I I

the next year

YOUNGER WORKFORCE LEADS ADOPTION

21 % aged 18-39 use
[ ————

Al almost daily cent of employees performing reﬁ)et-
Repetitive Task Workers itive tasks. The r eport also hlghllg ted
I 19% strong adoption among younger pro-

fessionals. About 43 per cent of em-
ployees aged 18 to 39 use Al almost
every day, making them the leading
44% ™ 40% 5 4% users of the techno o(%y in workplaces.  ership in workplace Al adoption cuts  that employees are eager to embrace

@ - - _ Women were found to be adopting across industries, age groups and technologies that can help them work
:Lf::;';’:::;:ﬁrge AT slightly faster than men, with 44 company sizes, reflecting growing smarter and create greater value,"
piiieg 8 per cent reporting daily usage com- acceptance of Al-powered tools in he said. The report emphasised that
pared to 40 per cent of male em- day-to-day work. Rahul Goyal, Man- organisations should now shift their
ployees. Al usage was also significant aginﬁ Director of ADP India and focus from merely encouraging Al
across organisations of all sizes, with ~ Southeast Asia, said Indian employees adoption to ensuring its effective
54 per cent of employees in large were embracing Al faster than their implementation through proper

FREQUENT Al USERS ARE MORE ENGAGED, LESS STRESSED - BUT QUESTION THEIR PRODUCTIVITY
More engaged Lower stress More likely to

© at work than levels compared question their enterprises using Al every day. Ac- global counterparts. "India's leader- workforce training, skill development

o e A W IRy cording to the report, India's lead- ship in workplace Al adoption shows and organisational support.
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WOMEN ADOPT Al MORE FREQUENTLY

Al USAGE ACROSS ORGANIZATION SIZES

of women use of men use
Al nearly every day 0 Al nearly every day
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Nag Ashwin Defends Karna

irector Nag Ashwin has urged audiences to read the Mahabharata
Dcarefully amid ongoing debates over the portrayal of Karna in his

blockbuster film 'Igalki, whose sequel is currently under production.
The discussion resurfaced after a social media user questioned the filmmaker's
interpretation of Karna's character in the climax of the first instalment. Re-
sponding to the criticism, Nag Ashwin said he remained confident about his
creative interpretation and advised people to refer to the Mahabharata, par-
ticularly Vivek Debroy's translation, to gain a deeper understanding of the
legendary warrior. His response has reignited discussions among mythology
enthusiasts, with many believing that the complete context behind Karna's
character arc will become clear only after the release of the sequel, where his
i’ourney is expected to assume greater significance. Interestingly, there was
ittle debate over Karna's depiction before the release of the first film. The
controversy emerged only after audiences witnessed the climax, although
many viewers praised the sequence for its emotional impact and narrative
strength. In 'Kalki', Prabhas portrays Karna, while Amitabh Bachchan essays
the role of Ashwatthama. Both characters are among the most complex
figures in the Mahabharata, having fought on the side of Adharma durin
the Kurukshetra war despite possessing extraordinary abilities and persona
virtues.

Jr NTR Team

Quashes Political Buzz

ctor Jr NTR's team has firmly
A dismissed speculation about
his entry into politics, clari-
fying that the event scheduled for
July 18 has no political agenda and
is solely meant to launch a social
initiative titled 'Ooru Vaada'. In an
official statement, the actor's team
urged fans and the public not to be-
lieve rumours circulating on social
media about a political announce-
ment. According to the statement,
the programme is being organised
to introduce the objectives, vision
and future roadmap of the 'Ooru
Vaada' initiative and has no con-
nection with politics. The clarifica-
tion comes amid widespread
speculation that the pan-India star
was preparing to make his political
debut. Meanwhile, Jr NTR'is busy
shooting for his upcoming action
film 'Dragon’, directed b
Prashanth Neel. The film's grst—
look Eoster recently received an /
overwhelming response from fans -
and movie lovers. The bi -bud%et
entertainer is bein%)pro uced by
Hombale Films, the banner behind
blockbuster franchises such as KGF
and Salaar.

:

T

Akshara Explores New Depths

lacra’ demanded a new level of maturity and pushed her to explore unex-
lored dimensions as a performer. The makers recently unveiled the teaser
of the film, introducing Akshara as Nivi in a futuristic world where human mem-
ories can be altered, erased or recreated through advanced neural brain chips.
Speaking about her character, Akshara said portraying Nivi was unlike any role
sl};e had played before. "Nivi is a very different character that I've played. This
time I feel it required a different maturity level as a person and therefore a char-
acter. With how layered the story is, I discovered a side of me as an actor and got
to explore emotions and complexities of emotions colliding. It challenged me as
an actor. I truly enjoyed performing the character Nivi," she said. Set in a near-
future society driven by advanced technology, 'Simulacra’ imagines a world where
powerful technology companies allow people to customise, rewrite or perma-
nently erase their memories using neural brain chips. The story follows Nayan,
played by Satyajeet Dubey, and Nivi, portrayed by Akshara Haasan, whose lives
intersect in a society increasingly dependent on trans-human technology. While
Nayan insists they share a deeply personal past and presents photographs stored
in his neural memory vault, Nivi has no recollection of him, with her own mem-
ory archive completely blank. As Nayan attempts to recreate their shared past,
the two gradually develop genuine feelings for one another. Actor Satyajeet
Dubey said the ﬁ{m's exploration of reality, identity, relationships and artificial
intelligence attracted him to the project. "What intrigued me about 'Simulacra’
was the film's exploration of objective and subjective reality, identity, relation-
ships, and how technology increasingly blurs the lines between what's real and
what's perceived. Those themes feel very relevant today, especially in the age of
AI" he said. Produced by Philosia Films and directed by Pankaj Sawant, 'Simu-
lacra’ is scheduled to premiere on Waves OTT on July 17.

ﬁ ctress Akshara Haasan says her role in the upcoming sci-fi thriller 'Simu-

Bundelkhandi Was Toughest: Bhumi

the most challenging language she has spoken on screen, say-

ﬁ ctress Bhumi Pednekar has revealed that Bundelkhandi was
ing she underwent months of training to perfect the dialect

for her acclaimed film 'Sonchiriya'. Speaking to Media during the
promotion of her 2025 release 'Mere Husband Ki Biwi', Bhumi said
she enjoys learning new languages and dialects for her roles but
found Bundelkhandi particularly demanding. "I love picking up dif-

| ferent lancgluages, but the toughest will have to be Bundelkhandi,

which I adopted in 'Sonchiriya'. I had training for that for many
months," she said. Released in 2019, 'Sonchiriya' featured the late
Sushant Singh Rajput, Ashutosh Rana, Ranvir Shorey, and Bhumi
Pednekar in key roles. Directed and co-written by Abhishek
Chaubey, the film is set in the Chambal region and revolves around
a gang of dacoits who call themselves "Baaghis" (rebels). The movie
was notable for using the Bundeli dialect throughout its dialogues
to lend authenticity to its rural setting. The film was jointly produced
by RSVP Movies and MacGuffin Pictures, with Vashu Bhagnani,
Jackky Bhagnani, and Deepshikha Deshmukh among the producers.
Bhumi was most recently seen in 'Mere Husband Ki Biwi', directed
by Mudassar Aziz, alongside Arjun Kapoor and Rakul Preet Singh.
Tﬁe romantic comedy also featured Shakti Kapoor, Anita Raj, Dino
Morea, and Aditya Seal in supporting roles. Despite its ensemble
cast, 'Mere Husband Ki Biwi', wlgich reFeased in theatres on February
21, 2025, failed to make an impact at the box office. The film featured
cinematography by Manoj Kumar Khatoi, editing by Ninad
Khanolkar, and music composed by John Stewart Eduri.
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