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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
The 2026 IT rules 

quietly threaten  India’s democratic 

At a time when democracies across the world 

are grappling with misinformation, artificial intelligence, 

and the rapid evolution of digital ecosystems, India 

stands at a critical crossroads. The proposed amend-

ments to the Information Technology Rules, 2026, are 

being framed as a necessary response to emerging 

technological threats. But beneath the language of 

regulation and responsibility lies a deeper, more trou-

bling shift — one that could fundamentally alter the 

relationship between the state, the press, and the 

citizen. - Advertisement - Advertisement en Are jeans 

too tight or too big for you try these hacks Now 

Playing en do you know these everyday items are 

toxic UP NEXT en saw these dreams recently do you 

know what it means en things pilots are not allowed to 

do on board en what does the music in your playlist 

reveal about your personality ALSO READ Opinion: 

The vulnerability and necessity of Free Speech Opinion: 

Free(ing) Thought This is no longer just about governing 

digital platforms. It is about redefining the boundaries 

of speech itself. The government argues that the new 

rules are essential to curb misinformation, deepfakes, 

and harmful online content. On the surface, this 

objective appears both reasonable and necessary. The 

digital age has indeed complicated the idea of truth, 

and the proliferation of synthetic media poses genuine 

risks. However, the tools proposed to address these 

challenges risk creating a system in which the cure 

may prove more damaging than the disease. Coercive 

Compliance One of the most concerning provisions is 

the imposition of an extremely narrow compliance 

window—reportedly as short as three hours—for 

content takedown. Such a mandate transforms platforms 

from neutral intermediaries into anxious enforcers. 

Faced with the threat of legal liability, they are unlikely 

to deliberate or verify. Instead, they will remove 

content first and ask questions later. This is not regu-

lation. It is coercive compliance. In such an environment, 

the logic of survival will inevitably override the 

principles of free expression. Platforms will err on the 

side of caution, leading to widespread over-censorship. 

Content that is critical, investigative, or even mildly 

controversial may be taken down—not because it is 

unlawful, but because it is risky. For independent 

journalism, this shift is particularly alarming. Invading 

Editorial Domain The proposed rules blur the distinction 

between professional news organisations and inde-

pendent digital creators. By expanding the definition 

of “publishers” and bringing a wide range of content 

creators under regulatory scrutiny, the state effectively 

extends its influence into the editorial domain. This 

raises a fundamental question: who gets to decide 

what qualifies as news?
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