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India Emerges Medical Tourism Hub
New Delhi, July 1: India is 
rapidly establishing itself as a 
leading global destination for 
medical tourism, attracting pa-
tients from North America, Eu-
rope, Australia, New Zealand, 
Africa, the Middle East, and 
neighbouring countries, accord-
ing to a report released on 
Wednesday. The report by 
Awaaz attributes this growing 
appeal to India's affordable 
healthcare, internationally ac-
credited hospitals, highly skilled 
doctors trained at premier global 
institutions, and access to ad-
vanced medical technologies. 
It noted that many complex 
medical procedures in India 
cost significantly less than com-
parable treatments in countries 
such as the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Australia, 
and New Zealand, making the 
country an attractive option for 
international patients. Long 
waiting periods for specialist 
consultations and elective sur-
geries in many Western nations 
have also encouraged patients 
to seek treatment in India, 
where timely medical care is 
more readily available. Spe-
cialised treatments, including 
cardiac surgeries, joint replace-
ments, cancer care, fertility 
treatments, eye surgeries, dental 
procedures, and other advanced 

medical services, are available 
at a fraction of the cost charged 
in many developed countries. 
Major healthcare hubs such as 
Chennai, Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, and 
Kerala have developed robust 
networks of internationally ac-
credited hospitals that offer 
comprehensive support for 
overseas patients. These facil-
ities provide assistance with 
medical consultations, treatment 
planning, travel arrangements, 
and post-treatment recovery. 
The report highlighted that In-
dian hospitals now routinely 
deliver advanced healthcare 

services in cardiology, oncol-
ogy, neurology, orthopaedics, 
organ transplantation, fertility 
care, ophthalmology, robotic 
surgery, intensive care, and re-
habilitation. India's healthcare 
system is further strengthened 
by internationally recognised 
accreditation standards, includ-
ing the National Accreditation 
Board for Hospitals and Health-
care Providers (NABH) and 
the Joint Commission Interna-
tional (JCI), ensuring high-
quality patient care. Another 
key advantage, the report noted, 
is India's ability to combine 
modern medical treatment with 

traditional wellness and reha-
bilitation practices. Many in-
ternational patients choose to 
complement surgeries and med-
ical procedures with physio-
therapy, wellness therapies, and 
structured recovery pro-
grammes, making India an in-
creasingly preferred destination 
for holistic healthcare. 
 

Regions from which India 
attracts medical tourists: 

 
 h North America 
 
 h Europe 
 
 h Australia 
 
 h New Zealand 
 
 h Africa 
 
 h Middle East 
 
 h Neighbouring countries

Specialised Medical  
Services highlighted: 

 8 Cardiology 

 8 Oncology 

 8 Neurology 

 8 Orthopaedics 

 8 Organ Transplantation 

 8 Fertility Care 

 8 Ophthalmology 

 8 Robotic Surgery 

 8 Intensive Care 

 8 Rehabilitation

Cost  
Advantage: 

 
Complex medical procedures in 
India cost significantly less than 
in: 

United States, 
 

United Kingdom, 
 

Australia, 
 

New Zealand

Dr Manoj Reddy Honoured on Doctors' Day 
 
Hyderabad, July 1: 
Marking National Doc-
tors' Day, Dr Manoj 
Reddy, a Medical Offi-
cer known for his out-
standing contribution to 
public healthcare, was 
felicitated at a special 
ceremony held at KIMS 
Sunshine Hospital in 
Hyderabad. The honour 
was jointly conferred by 

Hyderabad District 
Medical and Health Of-
ficer (DMHO) Dr Putla 
Srinivas and senior car-
diologist Dr Sridhar 
Kasturi of KIMS Sun-
shine Hospital. They 
presented Dr Manoj 
Reddy with a ceremonial 
shawl and a memento in 
recognition of his dedi-
cated service. Speaking 

on the occasion, the dig-
nitaries lauded Dr Manoj 
Reddy's commitment, 
integrity, and service-
oriented approach to-
wards public healthcare. 
They appreciated his sig-
nificant contribution to 
protecting and improv-
ing public health and ex-
pressed confidence that 
he would continue to 

achieve greater mile-
stones while delivering 
quality healthcare serv-
ices to the community. 
Several doctors, health-
care professionals, and 
officials from the public 
health department at-
tended the event and ex-
tended their 
congratulations to Dr 
Manoj Reddy.
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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
Development Without 

Deforestation  

Forests are far more than collections of trees—

they are the foundation of ecological balance, climate 

resilience, biodiversity, and the livelihoods of millions 

of people. At the same time, developing nations like 

India require new roads, railways, industries, renewable 

energy projects, and urban infrastructure to sustain 

economic growth. The challenge, therefore, is not 

choosing between forests and development but ensuring 

that development does not come at the irreversible 

cost of environmental destruction. India has witnessed 

rapid infrastructure expansion in recent years. Highways, 

mining projects, industrial corridors, hydropower 

plants, and urban expansion have created employment 

opportunities and improved connectivity. However, 

many of these projects have also led to deforestation, 

habitat fragmentation, and displacement of wildlife. 

The consequences are becoming increasingly visible 

through rising temperatures, declining groundwater 

levels, human-wildlife conflicts, and more frequent 

floods and landslides. These environmental costs often 

outweigh the short-term economic gains. Forests 

perform invaluable ecological services that cannot be 

easily replaced. They absorb carbon dioxide, regulate 

rainfall, prevent soil erosion, conserve water resources, 

and support thousands of plant and animal species. 

They are also home to indigenous communities whose 

culture and livelihoods are closely linked to forest 

ecosystems. Protecting forests, therefore, is not merely 

an environmental obligation but an economic and 

social necessity. 

Development projects are essential, but they must be 

planned responsibly. Environmental impact assessments 

should be transparent, scientifically rigorous, and free 

from undue influence. Projects should avoid ecologically 

sensitive areas whenever feasible, and compensatory 

afforestation should focus on restoring natural ecosys-

tems rather than merely planting trees. Native species, 

biodiversity conservation, and long-term monitoring 

must become integral parts of environmental planning. 

Technology can help strike this balance. Satellite im-

agery, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), drone 

surveys, and artificial intelligence can identify envi-

ronmentally suitable project locations while minimizing 

ecological damage. Sustainable construction practices, 

green infrastructure, and renewable energy solutions 

can further reduce environmental footprints without 

slowing economic progress. Equally important is in-

volving local communities in conservation efforts. 

Forest-dwelling populations have traditionally protected 

natural resources through sustainable practices. Em-

powering them through participatory forest management, 

eco-tourism, and livelihood support can strengthen 

conservation while promoting inclusive development. 

Amazon Faces Lawsuit Over Prime Video Ads
 

Sydney, July 1: Amazon is 
facing legal action in Aus-
tralia after introducing ad-
vertisements on Prime 
Video and requiring sub-
scribers to pay an additional 
fee for an ad-free experi-
ence. The Australian Com-
petition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) has 
filed a case in the Federal 
Court, alleging that Amazon 
included unfair terms in its 
Prime subscription contracts 
and used them to introduce 
advertisements without 
properly compensating cus-
tomers. According to the 
ACCC, more than 1 million 
annual Prime subscribers 
were affected between No-
vember 2023 and August 

2025. The dispute stems 
from Amazon’s 2024 deci-
sion to add advertisements 
to Prime Video. Customers 
who had already prepaid for 
an annual Prime member-
ship suddenly received an 
ad-supported version of the 
service. Those wishing to 
continue watching without 
advertisements were asked 
to pay an additional A$2.99 
(about ₹170) per month. At 
the time the change was in-
troduced, over 850,000 Aus-
tralian subscribers had 
already paid A$79 upfront 
for an annual Prime mem-
bership. The ACCC argues 
that Amazon effectively 
downgraded the service for 
existing subscribers while 

charging extra to restore the 
original ad-free experience. 
It also alleges that Amazon 
relied on five unfair contract 
clauses that allowed it to 
make significant changes to 
Prime services without pro-
viding refunds or compensa-
tion. The regulator is 
seeking financial penalties, 
customer compensation, 
legal costs, and other orders 
against Amazon. Respond-
ing to the lawsuit, Amazon 
Australia said it is reviewing 
the case in detail and has co-
operated with the ACCC 
throughout the investigation. 
Prime Video had been of-
fered as an ad-free streaming 
platform for more than a 
decade as part of Amazon 

Prime, which also includes 
shopping benefits, faster de-
livery, and entertainment 
services. Amazon launched 
Prime in Australia in 2018 
and began introducing ad-
vertisements on Prime 
Video across several coun-
tries in 2024. 
Key Highlights: 
< 1 million+ Australian 
Prime subscribers affected. 
< Ads introduced on Prime 
Video in 2024. 
< A$2.99/month extra 
charged for ad-free viewing. 
< 850,000+ prepaid annual 
subscribers impacted. 
< ACCC alleges unfair con-
tract terms and seeks penal-
ties and compensation. 

GST Collections Up 14% in June 
 
New Delhi, July 1: India's gross Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) collections increased by 13.9 per cent year-on-year 
to Rs 1.95 lakh crore in June, reflecting strong economic 
activity and higher tax revenue from imports. According 
to official data, gross GST collections stood at Rs 1,94,812 
crore, compared to Rs 1,71,105 crore in June last year. 
GST revenue from imports surged 34.6 per cent to Rs 
60,038 crore, while domestic GST collections rose 6.5 per 
cent to Rs 1,34,774 crore. After refunds, net GST collec-
tions grew 11.2 per cent to Rs 1,62,377 crore. During the 
April-June quarter of FY27, gross GST revenue increased 
8.4 per cent to Rs 6.32 lakh crore, indicating steady growth 
in tax collections. 

Nayara Cuts Fuel Prices 
 
New Delhi, July 1: Private fuel retailer Nayara Energy has 
reduced petrol prices by Rs 5 per litre and diesel prices by 
Rs 3 per litre across its network of more than 7,000 fuel 
stations nationwide. The revised prices came into effect on 
July 1, though rates may vary by state due to local VAT. 
The price cut follows a decline in global crude oil prices 
after tensions in West Asia eased, improving crude supply 
and lowering international oil prices. The move coincides 
with a reduction in commercial LPG cylinder prices and 
revisions to export duties on petroleum products. How-
ever, there is no change in excise duty or retail prices of 
petrol and diesel supplied for domestic consumption.
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Mexico Ends 40-Year Wait 
 
Mexico City, July 1: Co-hosts Mexico ended 
a 40-year FIFA World Cup knockout-stage 
drought by defeating Ecuador 2-0 in the 
Round of 32 at the iconic Azteca Stadium, se-
curing a place in the Round of 16. The match, 
delayed by an hour due to heavy rain and 
thunderstorms, saw Mexico take control in the 
first half. Julián Quiñones opened the scoring 
in the 22nd minute, while Raúl Jiménez dou-
bled the lead in the 31st minute, sealing a 
memorable victory. The win marks Mexico's 
first knockout-stage triumph since the 1986 
FIFA World Cup, when they defeated Bul-
garia 2-0 in the Round of 16 during the last 
World Cup hosted by the country. It also ends 
the nation's long-standing struggle to progress 
beyond the opening knockout round. The 
2026 FIFA World Cup, expanded to 48 teams, 
introduced a new Round of 32, providing 
Mexico with the opportunity to rewrite his-
tory. Mexico entered the tournament deter-
mined to bounce back after suffering a 
group-stage exit at the 2022 FIFA World Cup, 
their earliest elimination since 1978. Four 
years later, the hosts have emerged as one of 
the tournament's strongest contenders. 
Ecuador's hopes faded further when defender 
Piero Hincapié was shown a red card in stop-
page time (90+5'). Despite the defeat, Ecuador 
impressed throughout the tournament, notably 
defeating Germany in the group stage to qual-
ify for the knockout phase.

Ishan Kishan Tops  
T20I Rankings 

 
Dubai, July 1: India wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kis-
han has become the world's No.1 T20I batter, replac-
ing teammate Abhishek Sharma in the latest ICC 
Player Rankings. Kishan climbed to the top after his 
impressive performances at the T20 World Cup, end-
ing Abhishek's nearly one-year stay at No.1. In the 
Test rankings, Australia's Travis Head achieved the 
No.1 batting ranking for the first time in his career, 
while India's Jasprit Bumrah regained the top spot 
among Test bowlers. Several New Zealand players 
also made significant gains in the latest rankings fol-
lowing their victory over England, while India's 
Shivam Dube moved up to seventh in the T20I all-
rounders' rankings. 

Mbappe Leads Golden Boot Race 
 

France captain Kylian Mbappe continued his 
sensational FIFA World Cup campaign by 
scoring twice in France's 3-0 win over Sweden, 
setting a new record for the most goals in 
World Cup knockout matches. The brace took 
Mbappe's tally to six goals, moving him ahead 
of Lionel Messi in the Golden Boot race on as-
sists. His overall World Cup goal count also 
rose to 18, just one behind Messi's all-time 
record of 19 goals. France will next face 
Paraguay in the Round of 16, with Mbappe 
looking to extend both his scoring record and 
lead in the race for the tournament's Golden 
Boot. 

Rain Washes  
Out Opener 
 
Chester-le-Street, July 2: 
Persistent rain washed out 
the opening T20I between 
India and England after 
India posted a competitive 
189/7, denying fans a 
thrilling run chase as not a 
single ball was bowled in 
England's innings. After 
electing to bat, India suf-
fered an early collapse, los-
ing Sanju Samson (1) and 
Ishan Kishan (0) within the 
first two overs to slump to 
6/2. Young opener Ab-
hishek Sharma turned the 
game around with a blister-
ing 59 off 24 balls, smash-
ing 6 fours and 4 sixes at a 
strike rate of 245.83. He 
shared an 82-run partner-
ship with skipper Shreyas 
Iyer, who anchored the in-
nings with a composed 68 
off 47 deliveries. Following 
Abhishek's dismissal, Tilak 
Varma contributed 13, 
while Shivam Dube pro-
vided the late acceleration 
with an unbeaten 42 off 21 
balls, striking 2 fours and 3 
sixes. India eventually fin-
ished on 189/7 despite los-
ing Harshit Rana (0) and 
Axar Patel in the closing 
stages. For England, Saqib 
Mahmood was the standout 
bowler, claiming 3/33, 
while Sam Curran and Adil 
Rashid picked up one 
wicket each. England were 
expected to chase the target 
with a strong batting lineup 
featuring Jos Buttler, Philip 
Salt, and Harry Brook, but 
heavy rain during the in-
nings break prevented any 
further play. Repeated in-
spections failed to improve 
conditions, forcing match 
officials to declare the con-
test a no-result.



This newspaper is Owned and Published by BOMMAKANTI SHRAVAN KUMAR from H.No.4-36, Balwanthapoor, Mallial, Jagitial District, Telangana, 505452, Phone Number: 9440455811. 
Editor: BOMMAKANTI SHRAVAN KUMAR, Printed by BOMMAKANTI SHRAVAN KUMAR from H.No.4-36, Balwanthapoor, Mallial, Jagitial District, Telangana, 505452. PRGI 
REGD No.: TGENG/26/A3325. Corporate Office: 1-5-431/20/4, GS Pride, Plot No.4, Jonnabanda, Old Alwal, Medchal Malkajgiri District, Telangana, 500010. Landline: 040-35673004.

4 www.tricolourestate.com Thursday, 2.7.2026, Jagitial

Pa
la

k 
Ti

w
ar

i

Stop defending: Kangana 
 

Kangana Ranaut gave televi-
sion actor Ram Kapoor a reality 
check during the latest episode of 
"Lock Upp" Season 2, advising him 
to stop defending himself if he truly 
wants to improve. Joining the reality 
show as "Janta Ki Awaaz", alongside 
Farah Khan and Riteish Deshmukh, 
Kangana questioned Ram over his 
approach to the game. Addressing the 
actor, Kangana said, "You shouldn't 
have taken the game so seriously. 
And if you think you are too big for 
this jail, then why did you come 
here?" When Ram defended himself 
by saying he would own his truth 
when the time came, Kangana firmly 
responded, "Don't defend yourself if 
you want to improve." Earlier in the 
show, filmmaker and choreographer 
Farah Khan had also criticised Ram 
during the "chargesheet" segment, 
saying that despite being known as 
the lead actor in his projects, he had 
become a "background actor" inside 
the house. "I want to ask you, every 
show you do, you're playing the lead. 
But after coming here, you have be-
come a background actor," Farah re-
marked. Ram, however, dismissed 
the criticism and gestured for Farah 
to stop speaking. She responded by 
saying, "From what I can see, I don't 
want this Ram. It is not just funny." 
Unmoved by the feedback, Ram in-
sisted, "I am the way I am." Farah 
made one final attempt to advise him, 
saying his lecturing attitude did not 
reflect his real personality. However, 
Ram remained firm, stating, "Then 
eliminate me. I am not going to 
change." Ending the exchange on a 
lighter note, Farah joked, "People 
who don't change become dinosaurs," 
to which Ram replied, "I will become 
a dinosaur."

Breakups are not a failure: JLo 
 Actress and singer Jennifer Lopez 
says she does not consider break-ups 
to be a failure, describing them instead 
as an opportunity for personal growth 
and a fresh beginning. The 56-year-old 
star, who finalised her divorce from 
actor Ben Affleck in 2025, shared her 
views during an appearance on the 
Subway Takes talk show. "Breakups 
are not a failure. I honestly feel like it's 
a launchpad into your next best self. 
We should have a party when we 
break up," Jennifer said. She added 
that ending a relationship often reflects 
a conscious decision that benefits 
everyone involved. "People should 
say, 'You broke up? Congratulations,' 
because one, you made a decision. 
Two, it was probably the best thing for 
everybody," she remarked. Jennifer 
also believes that the person who ex-
periences heartbreak often emerges 
stronger. "If you go around your life 
and you're breaking hearts... you're the 
loser," she said. Reflecting on her life 
experiences, the actress stated that 
heartbreak has been one of her greatest 
teachers. "The biggest growth spurts 
I've had emotionally, mentally and 
psychologically have always come 
from heartbreak. That's when you ask 
yourself what happened, what you 
could have done better and how you 
can change," she explained. Jennifer 
has previously been married to Ojani 
Noa, Cris Judd, Marc Anthony, and 
Ben Affleck.

Shruti Joins AOT Shoot 
 Shruti Haasan has resumed 
shooting for director Pavan Sadineni's 
much-awaited period emotional drama 
"Aakasam Lo Oka Tara" (AOT), star-
ring Dulquer Salmaan and Satvika 
Veeravalli in the lead roles. According 
to sources, Shruti has joined the latest 
shooting schedule of the film, which 
promises a blend of emotional story-
telling, striking visuals and strong per-
formances. Shruti plays a modern, 
independent young woman determined 
to live life on her own terms. Her char-
acter is expected to play a crucial role 
in the film's narrative, steering the story 
into a new phase. Earlier this year, on 
Shruti's birthday, the makers unveiled 
her first-look posters. Sharing the 
posters, presenter Geetha Arts described 
her character as someone who "stands 
her ground and owns her space." In the 
first-look images, Shruti appeared in an 
intense and rugged avatar, sporting 
spectacles and holding a cigarette, hint-
ing at the emotional complexity of her 
role. Directed by Pavan Sadineni, the 
film is presented by Geetha Arts and 
Swapna Cinema, and produced by 
Sandeep Gunnam and Ramya Gunnam. 
Newcomer Satvika Veeravalli plays the 
female lead opposite Dulquer Salmaan, 
while Shruti essays a pivotal character. 
The film features music by GV Prakash 
Kumar, cinematography by Sujith 
Sarang, and production design by 
Shwetha Sabu Cyril. 

Kajal shared a light-
hearted childhood memory, 
revealing how she used to 
tease her younger sister 
Nisha Aggarwal when they 
were growing up. Taking to 
her Instagram Stories, Kajal 
recalled that she would jok-
ingly tell Nisha that she had 
been brought home from a 
department store and would 
be returned if she misbe-
haved. "When we were 
younger, I used to torment 
my sister by saying we 
picked her up from the de-
partment store across the 
street and will return her 
with a credit note if she mis-
behaves," Kajal wrote. The 
actress shared the anecdote 

in response to a humorous 
exchange involving Nisha 
on Instagram. During a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion, one user asked Nisha, 
"Why do you look so similar 
to Kajal Aggarwal?" Reply-
ing with wit, Nisha said, "I 
mean... that's usually how 
siblings work, right? Same 
parents, same genes... a little 
resemblance is expected!" 
while tagging Kajal. On the 
work front, Kajal will next 
be seen alongside Shreyas 
Talpade in the courtroom 
drama "The India Story: 
Slow Poison." Talking about 
the film, Kajal said the story 
struck a personal chord with 
her as a mother.

Kajal Shares Childhood Memory I Balanced Films, MBBS Sreeleela has revealed 
how she managed to balance 
her medical studies with her 
acting career while shooting 
for the song "Viral Vayyari." 
On the occasion of National 
Doctors' Day, the actress 
shared that despite a hectic 
shooting schedule, she re-
mained committed to com-
pleting her MBBS 
examinations. Recalling 
those days, Sreeleela said she 
frequently travelled between 
film sets and examination 
centres. "Being a doctor has 
always been my dream and 
my biggest passion. Even 
while shooting for 'Viral Vay-
yari', I made sure my MBBS 
exams came first.


