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Rs.1.25 Lakh Crore for Semiconductor Mission

New Delhi, June 30: The
Union Finance Ministry's Ex-
penditure Finance Committee
(EFC) has a;l)glroved an outlay
of X1.25 lakh crore for the
India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) 2.0, providing a major
boost to the country's semi-
conductor manufacturing am-
bitions. According to reports,
the proposal received the
committee's approval last
week and will now be placed
before the Union Cabinet for
final clearance. The proposed
allocation is significantly
higher than the ¥76,000 crore
earmarked under ISM 1.0,

through which the govern-
ment approved ten semicon-
ductor projects covering chip
fabrication, assembly, testing
and design.

The second phase of the
mission aims to strengthen
the entire semiconductor
ecosystem by extending
support to industries in-
volved in industrial gases,
specialty chemicals, capital
equipment, MSMEs and
ancillary suppliers, thereby
creating a robust domestic

The government expects the
exFande_d programme to en-
able India to meet nearly 75
per cent of its domestic semi-
conductor demand by 2030,
reducing dependence on im-
ports while supgorting the
country's goal of becoming
a global electronics manu-
facturing hub. The Ministry
of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology had already
completed inter-ministerial
consultations for the scheme
and was awaiting financial
approval before moving the
proposal to the Cabinet. In-

witnessed rapid growth in
recent years. The country
now has over 65 crore smart-
phone users, while annual
electronics manufacturing
output has reached nearly
%12 lakh crore. Growing de-
mand from sectors such as
artificial intelligence, data
centres and electric vehicles
has further increased the need
for domestically produced
semiconductor chips. Under
the existing India Semicon-
ductor Mission, construction
is progressing on ten ap-
proved semiconductor facil-

pilot production line has al-
ready commenced operations
at a unit in Sanand, Gujarat,
while four more facilities are
expected to begin production
within the next year. Several
global technology companies,
including Applied Materials,
Lam Research, Merck and
Linde, are also investing in
supporting infrastructure and
supply chains, further
strengthening India's semi-
conductor ecosystem.

The country now
has over 65 crore
smartphone
users, while an-
nual electronics
manufacturing
output has
reached nearly
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Telangana

Hyderabad, June 30: The Telangana govern-
ment is exploring the establishment of a
large integrated data centre and artificial in-
telligence (Al) infrastructure campus in the
state as part of its efforts to strengthen Hy-
derabad's position as a leading digital tech-
nology hub. Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy discussed the proposal during a
meeting with Bharti Enterprises Chairman
Sunil Bharti Mittal, who paid a courtesy call
on him in Hyderabad on Tuesday. During
the meeting, the Chief Minister urged Bharti
Enterprises to expand Airtel's digital, cloud
computing, cybersecurity and Al operations
in Hyderabad. He also suggested that the
Erolposed Chandanvelli data centre project

e launched at the earliest. The Chief Min-
ister requested the company to nominate a
senior executive to coordinate with the
Telangana government on future investment
opportunities and facilitate speedy resolu-
tion of issues. According to the Chief Min-
ister's Office (CMO), Sunil Bharti Mittal
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informed the Chief Minister that Bharti En-
terprises is considering Hyderabad as Air-
el's second headquarters. He also assured
that the company would increase its data
centre capacity and further expand fibre
connectivity across the state.
Minister briefed Mittal on the state's educa-
tion and skill development initiatives, in-
cluding reforms in the education sector, the

Eyes Al Hub

establishment of the
Young India Skill Uni-
versity, the upgradation
of Industrial Training In-
stitutes (ITI§[) into Ad-
vanced echnology
Centres (ATCs), and improvements to poly-
technic colleges. Mittal announced that the
Bharti Foundation would provide scholar-
ships to students studying in government
schools and Advanced Tec nology Centres
in Telangana. The meeting was held at the
Bodhi Pavilion of the M RD Institute.
Later in the day, Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy inaugurated several development
%r0]ects funded through the HDFC Bank

orporate Social Reﬁyonmblhty (CSR) ini-
tiative. He flagged off two ambulances and
virtually inau%lrated an MRI facility at the
Government General Hospital in Bhupal-
K/?]ly. Addressing the gathering, the Chief

inister urged banks to extend greater fi-
nancial support to women's _self-help
groups. He said the government is promot-
ing logistics parks, warehouses and rice

he Chief mills in collaboration with women's groups

and called for liberal sanction of loans, not-
ing their strong record in timely loan repay-

ments.
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Preparedness
Over Panic

Extreme weather events are no longer rare oc-

currences—they have become a defining feature of
the 21st century. Across the globe, rising temperatures
are triggering more frequent and intense heatwaves,
floods, cyclones, droughts, landslides, and wildfires.
India, with its vast geographical diversity and dense
population, is particularly vulnerable. From devastating
floods in the Himalayas and the Northeast to cyclones
along the eastern coast and prolonged heatwaves
across central and northern India, the country faces
an increasing climate challenge. The question is no
longer whether extreme weather will strike, but how
prepared we are to face it. Climate change has signif-
icantly altered weather patterns. Rainfall is becoming
more erratic, with cloudbursts and flash floods replacing
steady monsoon showers. Heatwaves are arriving
earlier and lasting longer, placing enormous pressure
on public health systems, agriculture, and energy sup-
plies. Rising sea levels and stronger cyclones threaten
coastal communities, while droughts continue to en-
danger food security and rural livelihoods. These
events are no longer isolated disasters; they are
recurring realities demanding long-term planning.
India has made notable progress in disaster manage-
ment. Improved weather forecasting, satellite monitoring,
and early warning systems have helped reduce loss of
life during cyclones and floods. Timely evacuations
and better coordination among disaster response agen-
cies have demonstrated that preparedness can save
thousands of lives. However, preventing fatalities is
only one part of the challenge. Economic losses, dam-
aged infrastructure, disrupted livelihoods, and long-
term displacement continue to impose enormous costs
on communities.

Disaster preparedness must therefore move beyond
emergency response. Governments need to invest in
climate-resilient infrastructure, stronger drainage sys-
tems, flood-resistant housing, drought management,
and sustainable urban planning. Local bodies should
regularly conduct disaster preparedness drills, while
schools and communities must be educated about
emergency response measures. Public awareness is
as important as technological advancement. Technology
can further strengthen resilience through artificial in-
telligence, real-time weather monitoring, drone-based
damage assessment, and mobile alert systems. At the
same time, protecting forests, wetlands, rivers, and
coastal ecosystems can reduce the impact of natural
disasters by serving as ecological buffers. Every citizen
also has a role to play. Following official advisories,
avoiding construction in high-risk zones, conserving
natural resources, and supporting community pre-
paredness can significantly reduce disaster risks.

Building resilience is a shared responsibility.
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Beyond Tax Returns: The Silent Role of CAs

Every family dreams
of a secure and prosperous
future. Some aspire to own
a home, others hope to pro-
vide quality education for
their children, build a suc-
cessful business, or enjoy a
financially independent re-
tirement. While these aspi-
rations differ, they all depend
on one common factor—
making informed financial
decisions. In today's rapidly
evolving economy, financial
choices are no longer simple.
They involve taxation, legal
compliance, investment plan-
ning, regulatory require-
ments, and long-term wealth
management. This is where
the role of Chartered Ac-
countants (CAs) becomes in-
dispensable. Every year on
July 1, India celebrates Char-
tered Accountants' Day,
marking the establishment
of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI)
in 1949. While the occasion
recognizes one of the coun-
try's most respected profes-
sions, it also reminds society
of the vital contribution Char-
tered Accountants make in
strengthening the nation's fi-
nancial and economic frame-
work. Their work extends
far beyond f‘pr_eparing balance
sheets or filing tax returns.
They serve as trusted advisors
who help individuals, busi-
nesses, and institutions make
sound financial decisions be-
fore problems arise.

In ecarlier times, financial
planning was relatively un-
complicated. People prima-
rily relied on savings ac-
counts, fixed deposits, pen-
sions, and limited investment
options. Today's financial
landscape, however, is vastly
different. Digital banking,
online investments, mutual
funds, insurance products,
stock markets, start-ups, cryp-
tocurrencies, and evolvin
tax laws have transforme
the way people manage mon-
ey. Alongside these oppor-
tunities come greater risks,
making professional financial
uidance more important
than ever before. Whether
purchasing a house, starting
a business, investing retire-
ment savings, planning suc-
cession, or managing taxa-
tion, every financial decision
carries long-term conse-
quences. Unfortunately, many
people continue to rely on
informal advice from friends,
relatives, or social media
rather than consulting qual-
ified professionals. Such de-
cisions often result in avoid-
able financial losses, legal

disputes, tax complications,
or regulatory issues. In most
cases, professional advice is
sought only after mistakes
have already occurred. Pre-
venting these mistakes is one
of the greatest contributions
of the Chartered Accountancy

rofession. |

ontrary to popular percep-
tion, thgywor (Pf a Cﬁ)artergd
Accountant does not begin
with tax filing or auditing.
It begins much earlier—be-
fore an investment is made,
before a business is estab-
lished, before a property is
purchased, or before an 1m-
portant financial agreement
1s signed. Their expertise en-
ables individuals and organ-
izations to identify risks,
comply with legal require-
ments, optimize taxation, and
make informed financial
choices. Their objective is
not merely compliance with
the law but the creation of
long-term financial stabilit
and confidence. The signiﬁ):
cance of Chartered Account-
ants extends beyond indi-
vidual financial planning.
They play a crucial role 1n
strengthening businesses,
supporting entrepreneurship,
promoting transparency, and
ensuring accountability in fi-
nancial reporting. Investors
depend on reliable financial
statements to make invest-
ment decisions. Banks rely
on accurate financial infor-
mation while extending cred-
it. Governments require trans-
parent reporting for effective
taxation and policy imple-
mentation. Businesses need
sound financial systems to
sustain growth and attract
investment. At every level,
Chartered Accountants con-

Gen Dhiraj Seth Takes Charge

New Delhi, June 30: General
Dhiraj Seth on Tuesday as-
sumed charge as the Chief
of the Army Staft (COAS),
succeeding General Upendra
Dwivedi, who retired from
service. An officer of the
Armoured Corps, General
Seth becomes the first officer
from the combat arm to head
the Indian Army since Gen-
eral Shankar Roychowdhury
in 1997. With nearly four
decades of military service,
General Seth brings exten-
sive experience in opera-
tional command, strategic
planning and force moderni-
sation. His tenure is expected
to continue until August
2028, during which the Army
1s set to focus on moderni-
sation, integrated theatre
commands and strengthening
operational readiness alon

the borders with China an

Pakistan. A graduate of the
National Defence Academy,
General Seth was commis-
sioned into the Armoured
Corps in December 1986.
During his career, he has
commanded an Armoured
Regiment in the desert sector,
an Armoured Brigade in the
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western theatre, a Counter-
Insurgency Force in Jammu
and Kashmir, and the pres-
tigious Sudarshan Chakra
Corps. He has also served
as the General Officer Com-
manding (GOC?_, Delhi Area,
overseeing military opera-
tions, ceremonial responsi-
bilities and coordination of
major national and interna-
tional events in the capital.
After being promoted as
Army Commander, he head-
ed both the South Western
Command and the Southern
Command, making him one
of the few officers to have
commanded two operational
Army Commands.

tribute to building trust—
the foundation upon which
every successful economy is
built.

Behind the designation "CA"
lies a journey of extraordi-

nary dedication and perse-
verance. Becoming a Char-
tered Accountant requires
years of rigorous academic
study, practical training, de-
manding examinations, and
continuous professional de-
velopment. Even after qual-
ifying, learning never stops.
Tax laws, accounting stan-
dards, auditing practices, cor-
porate regulations, and fi-
nancial technologies continue
to evolve. Chartered Ac-
countants must constantly
update their knowledge to
provide accurate advice in
an increasingly dynamic eco-
nomic environment. The
emergence of Artificial In-
telligence (Al) and digital
technologies is transforming
the financial profession. Rou-
tine accounting tasks are be-
coming automated, data
analysis is becoming more
sophisticated, and compli-
ance processes are becoming
faster and more efficient.
However, technology cannot
replace professional judg-
ment, ethical decision-mak-
%_or human accountability.
ile Al can process infor-
mation rapidly, it cannot fully
understand the unique cir-
cumstances of a family, eval-
uate complex legal situations,
or accept responsibility for
financial decisions that affect
people's lives. These remain
the responsibility of skilled
professionals guided by com-
petence, ethics, and experi-
ence.
As India moves towards be-

coming a developed econo-
my, discussions often focus
on infrastructure, manufac-
turing, technology, exports,
and industrial growth. While
these sectors are undoubtedly
important, sustainable eco-
nomic_progress ultimately
depends on public trust. Trust
encourages imnvestment,
strengthens financial insti-
tutions, supgorts entrepre-
neurship, and promotes eco-
nomic stability. Chartered
Accountants contribute sig-
nificantly to building this
trust through integrity, trans-
parency, professional com-
petence, and adherence to
ethical standards. Their con-
tributions may not always
attract public attention, but
they quletly strengthen the
nation's financial ecosystem
every day. Chartered Ac-
countants' Day is therefore
not merely a celebration of
a profession but an opportu-
nity to recognize the impor-
tance of informed financial
decision-making. Every fam-
ily, entrepreneur, farmer, in-
vestor, salaried employee,
and retiree faces financial
choices that shape their fu-
ture. Seeking qualified pro-
fessional advice before mak-
ing significant financial de-
cisions can dprevent costly
mistakes and create lasting
financial security.

In the end, Wealtﬁ is not pro-
tected merely by earning
more—it is protected by
making wiser decisions. Bet-
ter decisions are built on
knowledge, guided by in-
tegrity, and supported bK pro-
fessional expertise. That is
the enduring contribution of
Chartered Accountants to so-
ciety. They are not merel
professionals who deal wit
numbers; they are guardians
of financial discipline, public
trust, and economic stability.
As India continues its journey
towards inclusive and sus-
tainable development, the
role of Chartered Accountants
will remain central in shapin
a transparent, resilient, an
prosperous economy.

CA Manishankar. P,

Chartered Accountant
(B.Com, LL.B, MFT,
DISA,CISA,DIRM)
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PoK
Protests
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London, June 30: Australia
stormed into the final of the
ICC Women's T20 World
Cup with a dominant eight-
wicket victory over the
West Indies, chasing down
126 1n just 13 overs in the
semi-final. Beth Mooney
starred with an unbeaten 61
off 36 balls, anchoring the
chase with a fluent innings.
Ashleigh Gardner provided
the finishing touches with a
blistering 35 not out off 20
balls, while Georgia Voll
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Islamabad, June 30: Protests
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) intensified on Tuesday
as thousands of demonstrators
gathered in Rawalakot, de-
manding greater political
rights and raising slogans
against Islamabad's control
over the re(gjion. A large rally
at Eidgah Ground witnessed
protesters chanting slogans
such as “PoK is not part of
Pakistan” and “We want free-
dom”, reflecting growin
public anger over the politica
situation 1in the region. The
unrest, which has reportedly
claimed several lives in recent
weeks, began over demands

(N

for reforms but has since ex-
panded into a broader move-
ment challenging Pakistan's
administration in the occu-
pied territory. During the

rotest, Joint Awami Action

ommittee (JAAC) leader
Sardar Aman Khan alleged
that continued suppression
of the movement and restric-
tions on essential supplies
could further deepen the cri-
sis. He also warned that if
the situation remained unre-
solved, public sentiment
could shift further against
Islamabad. Several videos
circulating on social media
showed a heavy security pres-

ence around the protest ven-
ue, including surveillance
drones and armed personnel.
Activists and members of
the Kashmiri diaspora alleged
that authorities were attempt-
ing to suppress the demon-
strations through force. The
unrest escalated after Pakistan
banned the Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC) on
June 5, designating it as a
terrorist organisation. The
move triggered widespread
protests across several towns
in the region. Political ana-
lysts have argued that the
current crisis reflects long-
standing dissatisfaction over

' , Tl

governance and political rep-
resentation in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir. They con-
tend that local administrations
have remained largely de-
pendent on Islamabad, lim-
iting the region's political
autonomy. With elections
scheduled in the region on
July 27, observers believe
political tensions are likely
to remain high. Several re-
ports have also expressed
concern over the use of force
against protesters and the
shrinking space for local po-
litical groups. Meanwhile,
JAAC leaders have accused
Pakistani authorities of car-

rying out a crackdown on
rotesters, while Islamabad
as maintained that its actions
are aimed at maintaining law
and order in the region.
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contributed a quick 16 as
Australia completed the
chase in_emphatic fashion.
Earlier, West Indies strug-
gled to build on a promising
start after opting to bat.
They were comfortably
placed before suffering a
dramatic collapse and even-
tually posted 125 for 7.
Captain Hayley Matthews
top-scored with 30, while
Deandra Dottin remained
unbeaten on 26 despite
briefly leaving the field

Australia Enr T20 Fia

4

after being carried off dur-
ing the pre-match national
anthems. _ Australia's
bowlers dominated pro-
ceedings, with Ashlel%h
Gardner claiming 2 for 13
and Georgia Wareham pick-
ing up 2 for 17 to restrict the

est Indies. Australia will
now face the winner of the
second semi-final between
England and South Africa
in the Women's T20 World
Cup final at Lord's on Sun-
day.

US Court Blocks
Trump's Order

Washington, June 30: The
US Supreme Court has
struck down President
Donald Trump's executive
order seeking to end auto-
matic birthright citizenship
for children born in the
United States to undocu-
mented immigrants and
many temporary visa hold-
ers, ruling that such chil-
dren are citizens by birth
under the Fourteenth
Amendment. In its majority
judgment, the court held
that children born in the
United States to parents
who are either unlawfully
present or staying tem-
porarily on valid visas are
'subject to the jurisdiction"
of the United States and are
therefore entitled to citizen-
shlg. Chief Justice John
Roberts, delivering the ma-
jority opinion, said citizen-
ship represents "the right to
have rights" and reaffirmed
that the Constitution guar-
antees birthright citizenship
to every person born on
American soil. Trump had
signed the executive order
on January 20, 2025, the
first day of his second term,
directing federal agencies
not to recognise citizenshi

for children born in the US.

39,000 Crore For Farmers

Hgderabad, June 30: Telangana government will deposit
%9,000 crore into the bank accounts of farmers over the next
nine days under the Rythu Bharosa investment support
scheme, Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy announced on
Tuesday. Addressing a public meeting after releasing the lat-
est tranche of Rythu Bharosa funds, the Chief Minister urged
farmers to cultivate the seven high-yielding paddy varieties
recommended by the government in view of the deficient
rainfall and prevailing drought conditions. He said adequate
T een allocated for the scheme and sufficient

uantities of fine-quality paddy seeds have been made avail-
able at Rythu Vedikas across the state. Highlighting his gov-
ernment's initiatives for the farming community over the past
30 months, Revanth Reddy said farm loans worth 20,000
crore benefiting 25.35 lakh farmers have been waived.

funds have
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WhatsApp Introduces Usernames

vieta ~

New Delhi, June 30: What-
sApp is set to introduce a
new 'username' feature that
will allow users to commu-

nicate without sharing their
mobile numbers, marking a
major step towards enhanc-
ing privacy on the Meta-
owned messaging platform.
The feature will enable
users to connect using
unique usernames instead of
phone numbers, providing
an additional layer of secu-
rity and privacy for billions
of users worldwide. Meta
CEO Mark Zuckerberg said
the feature is designed to
better protect users' phone
numbers. “A username is a
way for you to connect with
someone on WhatsApp
without giving away your
phone number. You choose
our own, and it doesn’t
ave to match your handle
on any other app,” the com-
esny said in a statement.
hatsApp clarified that
people will need to know a
user's exact username to
contact them, and users will
be able to u{)datg their user-
name directly within the ap-
plication.

How the feature works

Under the new sys-
tem, users will register a
globally unique username,
which will become their pri-
mary identity on WhatsAp{).
e

Instead of sharing mobi
numbers, users can choose

to communicate through
these usernames. According
to the company, usernames
must contain between three
and 35 characters. Users
will also have the option of
using a username generator
if their preferred choice is
unavailable. The company
said users can configure a
username key to retain con-
trol over who can contact
them. Once the feature is
activated, phone numbers
will no longer be visible
when users message a per-
son or business for the first
time.

Global rollout

WhatsApp has an-
nounced global reservations
for usernames and is ex-
pected to begin the registra-
tion  process  shortly.
According to reports, regis-
trations could commence as
early as this week. With
nearly three billion users
worldwide, WhatsApp
plans to roll out the feature
ﬁradually across countries

uring the year before mak-
ing it widely available b

the end of 2026. Users will
receive in-app notifications
once the feature becomes
available in their respective
regions. The company
stated that reserving a per-
sonalised username will
take only a few seconds,
making the process quick

and simple
il B -
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Rakul Celebrates

Rakul Preet Singh has ex-
pressed gratitude after her 2017 Tel-
film "Jaya Janaki Nayaka"
became the highest-watched Indian
film on YouTube. .
achievement on social media,
said the character of Janaki would al-
ways remain special in her career.
"Some characters stay with you for-
ever, and Janaki will always be one
of them. Thank you for all the love

ou've shown and for making Jaya

anaki Nayaka the highest-watched
Indian film on YouTube ever. This is
a special feat," she wrote. The actress
also thanked director Boyapati Srinu
and the entire team for being part of
the memorable journey. Directed by
Boyapati Srinu, Jaya Janaki Nayaka
roduced by _
Reddy under the Dwaraka Creations
banner. The film stars Bellamkonda
Sreenivas and Rakul Preet Singh in
the lead roles, with Jagapathi
Tarun Arora, Pragya Jaiswal, Sarath
Kumar, Nandu, Suman, Jayaprakash,
and Vani Viswanath playing impor-
tant supporting roles. The film's
music_was_composed by |
Prasad, while Rishi Punjabi handled
cmematographﬁ an
Venkateswara Rao
Released on August 11, 2017, the ro-
mantic action drama has continued to
enjoy immense popularity among
digital audiences, culminating in the
latest YouTube milestone. .
professional front, Rakul Preet Singh [
will next portray Surpanakha in di-
rector Nitesh Tiwari's thholo ical
epic "Ramayana." The fi

anbir Kapoor as Lord Ram, Sai
Pallavi_as  Sita, Yash as Ravana,
Deol as Hanuman, and Ravi
Dubey as Lakshman. The ambitious
]ErOJect is bein

ocus Studios,
Mind Creations.

the
akul

Sharin

iryala Ravinder

abu,

by Devi Sri

Kotagiri
was the edifor.

n the

m features

roduced by Prime
NEG, and Monster
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Angry Birds 3 Trailer Unveiled

mount Pictures has unveiled
the official trailer of "The
Angry Birds Movie 3," in-
troducing a new chapter in
the popular animated fran-
chise with Red taking on his
biggest challenge yet—fa-
therhood. The trailer reveals
a fresh storyline in which
Red, after defending Bird Is-
land from the green pigs,
must now balance the re-
sponsibilities of being a par-
ent while embarking on
another global adventure.
Sharing the trailer on social
media, Paramount Pictures
wrote, "Parenthood i1s a
game-changer. Watch the
new trailer for The Angry
Birds Movie 3." According
to the official synopsis,
Red's latest mission is not
only about saving the world
but also learning that being
a father can be just as de-
manding as being a hero.
Directed by John Rice from
a screenplay by Thurog Van
Orman, the film is produced

léy John Cohen, Dan Chuba,
arla Connor, and Namit
Malhotra. The voice cast in-
cludes Jason Sudeikis as
Red, alongside Josh Gad,
Emma Myers, Rachel
Bloom, Walker Scobell,
Danny McBride, Marcello
Hernandez, Tim Robinson,
Anna Cathcart, Maitreyi Ra-
makrishnan, Nikki Glaser,
MrBeast, Salish Matter,
Psalm West, Sam Richard-

N

son, James Austin Johnson,
Lily James, and Keke
Palmer. Based on Rovio's
%lobally popular  Angry
irds video game franchise,
the film continues the ad-
ventures of the iconic birds
while introducing an emo-
tional family angle to the
story. "The Angry Birds
Movie 3" 1s scheduled to re-
lease in India in English and
Hindi on January 1, 2027.

Akanksha Chamolas 1s Bisexual: Shreya Kalra

A dramatic moment unfolded in Net-
flix's reality show "Lock Upp" after
contestant Shreya Kalra disclosed a
deeply personal detail about fellow
contestant Akanksha Chamola during
a conversation with Sufi Motiwala.
The incident occurred after Akanksha
filed a chargesheet against Shreya.
While discussing the situation with
Sufi, Shreya questioned whether re-
vealing a secret would make her "a
bad person." After Sufi replied that it
was part of the game, Shreya claimed
that Akanksha 1s bisexual. The reve-
lation left Sufi surprised. Initially sug-
gesting that the information should
remain private, he later listened as
Shreya argued that since the secret
had now been disclosed on the show,
Akanksha had effectively lost two of
her three "lifelines" under the game's
format. However, neither Akanksha
Chamola nor the makers of "Lock
Upp" have issued any statement out-
side the episode regarding the claim
made by Shreya.

YouTube Milestone

.........
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Triptin Shares Style Evolution

. __Bollywood actress
Triptii Dimr1 says authen-
ticity, has become the
defining element of her
fashion journey, as she re-
flected on becoming Vic-
toria's Secret's first-ever
Indian brand ambassador.
In an interview with The
Free Press Journal, the ac-
tress described the mile-
stone as both "emotional
and exciting," saying it
was a dream come’ true to
represent a brand she had
admired for years. "I've
admired the brand for
Years, so becoming its first

ndian Brand Ambassador
felt incredibly special and

o

meaningful," she said.
Triptii revealed that her
personal style has evolved
alongside =~ her career.
Rather than following
fashion trends, she now
prefers outfits that gen-
uinely reflect her person-
ality.” "I've moved away
from chasing trends and
focus more on pieces that
feel authentic to me. My
sttyle today is a reflection
of who I"am," she said
adding that comfort and
confidence remain her top
priorities. The actress
noted that while she works
closely with her styling
team, she likes to be ac-

tively involved in choos-
ing every outfit to ensure
it aligns with her person-
ality. Calling fashion an-
other form of storytelling,
Triptii said she does not
worry about stylish pro-
motional _ appearances
overshadowing her acting.
"For me, fashion is_an-
other form of storytelling
and self-expression. Peo-
ple may talk about what
you're wearing during pro-
motions, but audiences ul-
timately remember the
characters and stories you
bring to life," she ‘ex-
plained. S eakm% about
individuality in fashion,
she observed that today's
actors _enjoy greater cre-
ative freedom than previ-
ous generations. "Fashion
today is much more about
individuality than follow-
ing a fixed formula. That's
incredibly empowering,"
she said. When asked
which classic Bollywood
look she would love to
recreate, Triptii chose
Madhuri Dixit's iconic ap-
%earance in Hum Aapke
lain Koun, calling it
timeless and elegant. "She
is the OG when it comes
to style," she remarked.
D;scu551n§ her role as
Victoria's Secret ambassa-
dor, Triptii said she partic-
ularly Tlikes the brand's
Signature Collection
Cool Bra Collection, and
Iconic Heritage Collec-
tion, describing them as a
blend of comfort, confi-
dence, and timeless de-
sign. The actress also
shared her monsoon fash-
ion preferences, saying re-
laxed denim, oversized
shirts, and breathable
clothing are her wardrobe
essentials during the rainy
season. "My priority 1s
comfort. Monsoon dress-
ing should feel easy, com-
fortable and make you feel
confident, no matfer what
the weather is like," she
added.
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