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London: A privately noting that the full scale claims that institutional

funded parliamentary in-
gulry in the United King-
om has alleged that at
least 250,000 girls may
have been subjected to
organised sexual ex-
ploitation, including gang
rape, trafficking “an
abuse  over  several
decades. The Rape Gang
Inquiry, chaired by Ru-
pert Lowe and led by sur-
vivor advocate Sammy
Woodhouse, released a
219-page report based on
testimonies from sur-
vivors, whistleblowers,
experts and public hear-
ings. The inquiry was pri-
vately funded and did not
possess statutory 1nves-
tigative powers. The re-
port escribes  the
estimate of 250,000 vic-
tims as conservative, cit-
ing previous
investigations and parlia-
mentary references while

of abuse was never sys-
tematically documented
by authorities. It alleges
that organised exploita-
tion networks operated
across  numerous local
authority areas in the UK
over many years. Accord-
ing to the inquiry, many
convicted offenders in
group-based child sexual
exploitation cases were
of Pakistani Muslim her-
itage, while also asserting
that police, social serv-
ices, schools and other
pubflc institutions failed
to respond adequately to
repeated complaints and
warning signs. The report
outlines allegations that
victims, some as young
as 11 years old, were
groomed through gifts,
alcohol or drugs before
being subjected to re-
peated abuse and ex-
ploitation. It further

failures included missed
safeguarding opportuni-
ties, inadequate investi-
gations and poor victim
support. The inquiry calls
for stronger accountabil-
ity, improved child pro-
tection measures and
comprehensive reforms
across law enforcement
and public agencies to
prevent similar abuses in
the future. The findings
are expected to add to on-
going debate in the UK
over organised child sex-
ual exploitation, institu-
tional accountability and
the effectiveness of safe-
guarding systems. Sev-
eral previous official
inquiries into grooming
anﬁs in towns including
otherham, Rochdale
and Oxford have docu-
mented serious failures
by authorities to protect
vulnerable children.
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Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan on
Friday declared that the party
would accelerate its political jour-
ney in Telangana while inaugurat-
ing the party’s new state office in
Manikonda, Hyderabad. Address-
ing party leaders and workers,
Pawan Kalyan said that Jana Sena’s
primary focus in Telangana would
be to address people’s issues and
work towards fulfilling the aspira-
tions of the state. He stressed that
national integrity and unity should
remain the party’s foremost prior-
ity. Calling Telangana a land of
struggles and sacrifices, he said the
region had inspired him deeply and
noted that the Jana Sena movement
itself had its roots in Telangana. He
urged party cadres to spread the or-
ganisation’s principles and ideol-
ogy among the public while
encouraging senior leaders to men-
tor new members. The Jana Sena

in Telangana, under which party
workers would directly interact
with citizens, listen to their griev-
ances and work towards resolving
them through officials and public
representatives. If issues remained
unresolved, he said, the party
should be prepared to launch public
movements. Pawan Kalyan de-
scribed Telangana as the “heart of
India” and recalled its historical
significance, including the role of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel during the
integration of Hyderabad into the
Indian Union. He urged party
workers to dedicate themselves to
serving the people of the state.
Highlighting the party’s broader
ambitions, he revealed that Jana
Sena had also begun expanding its
presence in Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, signalling its intent to
strengthen its organisational base
beyond Andhra Pradesh.
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Skills Without Jobs?

India is often described as a young nation with

an enormous demographic advantage. Every year, mil-
lions of students graduate from schools, colleges, and
universities hoping to secure meaningful employment.
Yet, the country continues to witness a troubling par-
adox: while skill development has become a national
priority, unemployment among young people remains
a persistent challenge. This disconnect raises an im-
portant question—are we creating skills that match the
needs of the economy, or merely producing certificates
without opportunities? Governments and private insti-
tutions have launched numerous skill development ini-
tiatives aimed at preparing youth for modern
industries. Training programs in information technol-
ogy, manufacturing, digital services, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship have expanded significantly. How-
ever, many employers still report difficulty in finding
candidates with practical problem-solving abilities,
communication skills, adaptability, and industry-spe-
cific experience. This suggests that the issue is not only
about the number of trained individuals but also about
the quality and relevance of training.

Another concern is the gap between education and em-
ployment. Many academic institutions continue to em-
phasize theoretical learning while giving limited
exposure to internships, apprenticeships, and real-
world projects. As technology evolves rapidly, curric-
ula often struggle to keep pace with changing industry
requirements. Graduates therefore enter the job market
with qualifications that may not align with employer
expectations. The economy itself also plays a crucial
role. Skill development cannot solve unemployment if
sufficient jobs are not being created. Sectors such as
manufacturing, green energy, logistics, tourism, and
digital services have the potential to absorb large num-
bers of workers, but sustained investment and support-
ive policies are essential. Small and medium

enterprises, which generate significant employment,

Premium Paddy: Promise or Peril for Farmers?

Agriculture in India is un-
dergoing a gradual but sig-
nificant transformation. For
decades, the focus of policy
was on maximizing food
production to ensure na-
tional food security. Today,
however, changing con-
sumer preferences, growing
export markets, and the de-
mand for high-quality agri-
cultural roducts  have
encourage overnments
and policymakers to pro-
mote premium varieties of
crops, 1ncludln% paddy.
States such as Telangana
have shown interest in en-
couraging farmers to culti-
vate premium rice varieties
that command better prices
in domestic and interna-
tional markets. On paper, the
idea appears attractive:
higher quality should mean
higher income. But the real-
ity is far more complex. For
farmers, premium Eaddy
cultivation represents both a
promising opportunity and a
substantial risk. The biggest
argument in favor of pre-
mium paddy is its potential
to increase farm incomes.
Traditional paddy varieties
are often sold at prices
linked to the Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) or local
market conditions, leaving
limited room for significant
profit. Premium varieties, on
the other hand, can fetch
better prices because of their
superior  grain  quality,
aroma, texture, or suitability
for export. If farmers receive
a genuine price premium,
their earnings could improve
without necessarily expand-
1n1% cultivated land. At a time
when landholdings are
shrinking and input costs are
rising, increasing value
rather than volume is an at-
tractive proposition. Pre-
mium  pad CB, can__also
strengthen India's position in
lobal agricultural markets.
nternational consumers in-
creasingly seek specialty
rice with distinct character-
istics. Expanding the culti-
vation of quality varieties
could enhance export earn-
ings, improve the country's
agricultural brand, and en-
courage mvestment 1n pro-
cessing and value addition.
Such diversification may re-
duce dependence on low-
margin commodity markets
and create opportunities
across the supply chain,
from milling to packaging
and logistics. For states like
Telangana, promoting pre-
mium paddy may also help
shift agriculture toward
quality-driven production

rather than sheer quantity.
Farmers adopting scientifi-
cally recommended varieties
often receive better technical
guidance, improved seed
quality, and access to mod-
ern cultivation practices.
This can lead to enhanced
productivity and encourage
reater awareness of soil
ealth, water management,
and post-harvest handling.
However, these potential
benefits come with serious
caveats. The first and most
significant concern is mar-
ket uncertainty. A premium
crop is profitable only when
there is sustained d¥:mand
and a dependable procure-
ment mechanism. If farmers
invest in expensive seeds
and inputs but fail to find
buyers willing to pay higher
prices, the 51(11pposed pre-
mium quickly disappears. In
such cases, growers may be
forced to sell at ordinar
market rates, suffering f1}-,
nancial losses rather than
ﬁains. The experience of In-
ian agriculture is replete
with examples of crops that
enjoyed temporary market
booms before collapsing due
to oversupply or weak pro-
curement systems. Farmers
often respond collectively to
rice signals, and when
arge numbers switch to the
same crop, the resulting in-
crease in production can de-
ress prices dramatically.
ithout careful planning,
premium paddy could face a
similar fate. Another chal-
lenge lies in production
costs. Premium varieties fre-
quently require certified
seeds, careful crop manage-
ment, timely irrigation, pest
control, and meticulous har-
vesting techniques to pre-
serve grain quality. These
requirements increase culti-
vation expenses. Small and
marginal farmers, who con-
stitute the majority of India's
agricultural =~ community,
may stru%gle to bear these
costs without access to af-
fordable credit and reliable
extension services. Climate
uncertainty adds another
layer of risk. Agriculture is
increasingly vulnerable to ir-
regular monsoons, heat
waves, floods, and changing
pest patterns. Some pre-
mium varieties may be less
resilient than traditional
local strains under adverse
conditions. If weather-re-
lated shocks reduce yields or
quality, farmers may lose
both production and the
price premium they ex-
pected. In regions facing
water stress, encouraging

Gaming Industry Sees

Cuts 1n 2026

water-intensive padd?/ culti-
vation without parallel in-
vestments 1n  1rrigation
efficiency could prove envi-
ronmentally unsustainable.
The question of procure-
ment cannot be ignored.
India's MSP system has his-
torically provided farmers
with a degree of income se-
curity for certain crops. If
governments encourage pre-
mium varieties but fail to es-
tablish transparent
procurement channels or fa-
cilitate contract farming
arrangements with appropri-
ate safeguards, producers
may become dependent on
rivate traders with stronger
argaining power. This 1m-
balance can erode much of
the financial advantage that
premium cultivation prom-
1ses. Post-harvest infrastruc-
ture 1s equally critical.
Premium rice demands care-
ful storage, milling, grading,
branding, and transportation
to maintain quality stan-
dards. Poor handling can di-
minish grain value before it
reaches consumers. Many
rural areas still lack ade-
quate warehouses, drying fa-
cilities, and modern mills
capable of preservin% qre—
mium characteristics. Unless
infrastructure ~ improves,
farmers may not realize the
higher returns associated
with specialized production.
There is also a policy con-
cern regarding crop diversi-
fication. Several Indian
states already face ecologi-
cal challenges due to exces-
sive paddy cultivation,
including groundwater de-
Bletlon and soil degradation.
romoting premium paddy
should not inadvertently dis-
courage diversification into
ulses, oilseeds, millets, or
orticultural crops that may
be better suited to local
agro-climatic  conditions.
Agricultural planning must
balance profitability with
long-term  sustainability.
Consumer demand, too, 1s
subject to chan%e. Premium
food products often perform
well during 1Eeriods of eco-
nomic growth but may expe-
rience reduced demand
during inflationary pressures
or economic downturns. Ex-
port markets can fluctuate
due to international trade
policies, currency move-
ments, or geopolitical devel-
opments. Farmers should
not be exposed to these mar-
ket risks without appropriate
insurance mechanisms and
institutional support.
Despite these challenges,
dismissing premium paddy

cultivation outright would
be shortsighted. The concept
itself is not flawed; rather,
its success depends on exe-
cution. Governments must
ensure that promotion is
backed by credible market
intelligence, procurement
arrangements, extension
services, quality certifica-
tion, and farmer education.
Farmers need timely infor-
mation about demand trends
instead of reacting to rumors
or short-term price spikes.
Farmer Producer Organiza-
tions (FPOs) and coopera-
tives can lay a
transformative role 1 this
regard. By aggregating pro-
duce, negotiating better
prices, facilitating storage,
and connecting directly with
exporters or retailers, collec-
tive 1nstitutions can improve
farmers' bargaining power
and reduce dependence on
intermediaries. Digital mar-
ketplaces and traceability
systems may further help
premium rice reach con-
sumers willing to pay for
quality. Financial institu-
tions should also tailor credit
products to support farmers
transitioning to premium
cultivation, while crop in-
surance schemes need to ad-
equately cover
guallty-rela‘ged losses 1n ad-

ition to yield losses. Re-
search institutions must
continue developing pre-
mium varieties that combine
superior grain characteristics
with resilience to drought,
pests, and changing climatic
conditions. Ultimately, agri-
culture cannot succeed on
promises alone. Farmers
make decisions based on
trust, and that trust must be
earned through consistent
policies and reliable market
support. Encouraging pre-
mium paddy without ensur-
;n§ stable demand and
infrastructure would expose
cultivators to avoidable
risks. Conversely, integrat-
ing production with process-
ing, branding, exports, and
transparent ~ procurement
could create a sustainable
pathwa}f to higher rural in-
comes. The debate over pre-
mium paddy is therefore not
about choosing between op-
portunity and risk. It is about
recog&nzing that both coex-
ist. With careful planning,
scientific guidance, and
strong institutional backing,
premium paddy can become
a valuable tool.

- Karunakar Paidiraju,
Agr1 Expert,
Mahabubnagar
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3,700 Job
AR 3. P New Delhi: The global video
: i game industry continues to
grapple with widespread
# workforce reductions, record-
ing around 3,700 verified lay-
offs in 2026 so far, accordin
to a new report. The actua
. number is estimated to ex-
— ceed 4,000 when unreported
=1 job cuts and studio closures
= are included. The report, re-
leased by TradingPlatforms, noted that the United States
accounts for the largest share of layoffs, with 2,153 con-
firmed job losses, representing nearly 58 per cent of the
global total. Among the biggest reductions, Epic Games
reportedly eliminated around 1,000 positions, marking one
of the largest workforce cuts in gaming history. Mean-
while, Bungie announced plans to lay off approximately
400 employees, while several other developers have also
reduced staff. In Europe, Ubisoft announced nearly 680
layoffs across multiple studios as part of a major restruc-
turing initiative. Canada also witnessed significant cuts,
with at least 257 gaming jobs lost, including 124 positions
at Eidos-Montréal following the cancellation of a major
project. The report added that the broader technology sec-
tor has recorded more than 143,000 layoffs by June 2026,
with cloud com%utin , e-commerce, I'T services, enterprise
software, fintech and social media companies also imple-
menting large-scale workforce reductions. Industry ana-
lysts attribute the continued downsizing to restructuring
efforts, project cancellations, and changing market condi-
tions as gaming companies seek to streamline operations

and control costs.
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knockout stage and

Morocco Edge Scotland, Go Top i

9 their final grou

fixture. Scotland,

meanwhile, remain

Morocco strengthened their Saibari scored the decisive dictate play for most of the Scotland struggled to create on three points and

FIFA World Cup campaign goal just 71 seconds into the match.The North Africans, meaningful chances and must now prepare

with a hard-fought 1-0 vic- contest, registering the who reached the semifinals managed little threat despite for a crucial clash

tory over Scotland, moving fastest strike of the tourna- in the Frevious World Cup, pushin\%} forward late in the al%ainst five-time

to the top of Group C with ment so far. The early break- controlled = proceedings game.With the win, Mo- champions Brazil to

four points from two through allowed Morocco to through disciplined pressing rocco now sit in a strong po-  keep their qualifica-
matches.Midfielder Ismael dominate possession and and fluid attacking moves. sition to qualify for the tion hopes alive.
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Allu Arjun Gets Summons

Allu Arjun has been summoned
by the Nampally Court in Hyder-
abad in connection with the fatal
stampede that occurred during a
special screening of Pushpa 2:

¢ Rule at Sandhya Theatre.
The court has directed the actor
to appear in person on June 22 as
proceedings in the case move for-
ward. ccording to the
chargesheet filed by the police,
Allu Arjun has been listed as Ac-
cused No. 11 (A11), while mem-
bers of the Sandhya Theatre
management have been named
among the other accused. Sum-
mons have also been issued to
several additional individuals
linked to the case. The case stems
from the December 4, 2024 pre-
miere screening of Pushpa 2,

when a large crowd gathered out-
side the theatre to catch a glimpse
of the actor. The resulting stam-
pede claimed the life of a woman
named Revathi and left her
young son seriously injured,
prompting the registration of a
criminal case by the Hyderabad
police. Following the incident,
police booked the actor, his secu-
rity personnel, and the theatre
management over alleged lapses
in crowd management and safety
arrangements. Allu Arjun was
briefly arrested in December
2024 %efore obtaining bail from
the court. The latest summons
mark the next stage in the legal
proceedings, with the court ex-
pected to hear the matter after the
accused appear before it.

‘Nagabandham’
Trailer Unveiled

The trailer of Nagabandham
has been released, I1]3r0m1s1ng a visually
rich blend of myt ologg, history, and
fantasy adventure ahead of its theatri-
cal release on July 3. Directed by Ab-
hishek Nama and starring "Virat
Karrna, the film revolves around the
mysteries  surrounding the revered
Anantha Padmanabha Swamy Temple
and the legendary Brahma Kamalam,
a sacred relic believed to possess ex-
traordinary powers. The trailer hints at
an epic quest involving hidden treas-
ures, ancient guardians, and supernat-
ural forces, with divine intervention
and Naga Sadhus standing against evil
forces seeking the mystical artifact.
The final reveal of the mysterious
“Nagabandham” adds intrigue to the
story. Virat Karrna aP ears 1n a pow-
erful role, while the tilm also features
Nabha Natesh, Aishwarya Menon,
Daksha Nagarkar, Mahesh Manjrekar,
Jagapathi Babu, and Murali Sharma in
key roles. Featuring grand temple sets,
expansive visuals, cinematography by
Soundar Rajan S, and a background
score by Junaid Kumar, Nagabandham
aims to deliver a large-scale mytholog-
ical spectacle with a strong emphasis
on adventure and mystery.
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Naga Durga Turns Heroine F

B ;

_

or Priyadarshi

Popular folk performer Naga
Durga is set to make her main-
stream acting debut as the female
lead opposite Priyadarshi Pu-
likonda in an upcoming Telugu
film set against a Telangana fam-
ily backdrop. The yet-to-be-titled
}E{ro(%ect will be directed by Vamsi

eddy and jointly produced
under the banners of Sukumar
Writings and Bunny Vas Works,
backed by Sukumar and Bunny
Vas. Known for her popularity in
folk music and dance perform-
ances, Naga Durga’s transition to
cinema is expected to bring a
fresh and authentic local flavour
to the project. The makers report-
edly chose her to suit the film’s
rooted Telangana setting. The
film is scheduled to be formally
launched with a traditional pooja
ceremony on June 25, 2026.

| More details about the supporting

cast and technical crew are ex-
ected to be revealed after the
aunch.

Rashmika Opens Up on Marriage  Kajal’s First Look
from ‘NBK111’

Actor Rashmika Man-
danna has shared her thoughts on
marriage, saying the institution
should be shaped by the couple in-
volved rather than by societal ex-

ectations. In a recent interview,

ashmika described her partner as
her “best friend” and said having
a strong emotional support system
gives her stability amid the de-
mands of a busy film career. She
added that returning home to a
Elaqe of peace helps her navigate

ectic shooting schedules and pro-
motions. Addressing the view
held by some goung people that
marriage has become outdated,
the actress said she understands
why many question traditional ex-
pectations. However, she believes
marriage does not have to follow
rigid social norms and can instead
reflect the values and choices of
the two individuals involved.
Rashmika also spoke about bal-
ancing her professional and per-
sonal responsibilities, saying she
does not see them as separate
roles but as complementary parts
of her life. She praised working
women for finging_ their own
ways to manage multiple commit-
ments. On the work front, Rash-
mika expressed excitement about
reuniting with Vijay Deverakonda
in the upcoming period drama
Ranabaali, noting that the film is
vastly different from their previ-
ous collaborations and explores a
more  intense,  emotionally
charged settmg. She said both ac-
tors are grateful for the positive
response the project has already
received from audiences.

Hyderabad: The makers of
the upcoming action enter-
tainer NBKI111 have un-
veiled the first look of
actress Kajal Aggarwal
from the film on the occa-
sion of her birthday, offer-
ing audiences a glimpse of
her 1ntr1§u1ng character.
Headlined by Nandamuri
Balakrishna and directed
by Gopichand Malineni,
the film is being produced
by Venkata Satish Kilaru
under the banner of Vriddhi
Cinemas. The newly re-
leased poster presents Kajal
in a dignified and authori-
tative look, dressed in a
checked saree and specta-
cles, standing inside what
appears to be a government
office filled with files and
official documents. The
image hints at a strong, in-
fluential, and layered role
in the film.
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