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New Delhi: Domestic LPG
rices have been increased
y %29 per cylinder, taking

the price of a 14.2-kg cylin-

der in Delhi to 3942. The
hike comes amid risin
lobal ene%goy costs and fol-

ows a 060 increase an-
nounced in March.
State-run o1l marketing

companies say they con-
tinue to incur significant

ked by %29

losses on domestic LPG
sales despite recent revi-
sions. Petrol, diesel and
CNG prices have also seen
upward revisions in recent
weeks. The latest increase is
ex?ected to impact house-
hold budgets across the
country, particularly mid-
dle-class and lower-income
families already grappling
with inflationary pressures.

Hyd Student Shot Dead 1n US

Medchal, June 6: A 28-year-
old student from Telangana,
Kuncha Anshul, was shot
dead in Philadelphia while
working as a gzza delivery
driver. An MBA student at
Temple University, Anshul
reportedly delivered 1[))izzas
to a vacant property before
being attacked and shot at
close range. CCTV footage
has reportedly captured sus-

picious individuals follow-
ing_him shortly before the
incident. Family members
suspect the delivery order
may have been a trap and
have appealed for justice
and assistance in br1ng11ng
his body back to India. The
tragedy has once again
raised concerns over the
safety of Indian students
and workers in US.

IAF to
Transport

NEET
Papers in T

NEET| ~

Hyderabad, June 6: In a
major step to ensure a leak-
free examination process,
the Indian Air Force will
transport question papers
for the rescheduled II\J)EPET-
UG 2026 examination to
Telangana on June 21. The
move comes after the ear-
lier NEET exam held in
May was cancelled follow-
ing allegations of a large-
scale paper leak across
multiple states. Around
72,956 students are ex-
pected to appear for the ex-
amination at 208 centres
spread across 24 cities in
elangana. State Chief Sec-
retary K Ramakrishna Rao
reviewed the arrangements
with district collectors and
officials. National Testin
Agency Director Genera
Abhishek Singh said en-
hanced security measures
are bemﬁ implemented to
safeguard the examination
rocess. Additional DGP
ahesh Bhagwat directed
police officials to maintain
strict vigilance and monitor
social media platforms to
counter rumours and misin-
formation related to the ex-
amination. Authorities said
special arrangements for
security, transportation,
power supply, drinking
water and other facilities
are being made to ensure
the smooth conduct of the
exam across the state.
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Birth Decline Raises
Concerns for India: Musk

New York: Tech billionaire
Elon Musk has raised con-
cerns over India's declining
birth rate, pointing out that
the country's fertility rate
has fallen below the replace-
ment level needed to sustain
opulation growth over the
ong term. In a post on X,
Musk noted that India's birth
rate is now below replace-
ment level and remarked
that fertility rates among the
country's most educated
goFulatlon had dropped
elow that threshold several
years ago. His comments
came after recent demo-
graphic data highlighted a
sharp decline in births
across the country. Accord-
Ing to recent estimates,
India's Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) has fallen to 1.9
births per woman, below the
replacement level of 2.1.
The decline marks a signifi-
cant demographic shift for
the world's most populous
nation. A decade ago, India's
fertility rate stood at around
2.3, indicating a steady
downward trend in family

size and birth
rates. The decline
is  particularly
visible in urban
centres. Reports
indicate that
Delhi's fertility
rate has dropped
to nearly 1.2
births per
woman, among
the lowest levels
recorded in the
country. Demog-
raphers attribute
the trend to factors such as
higher education levels, ur-
banisation, delayed mar-
riages, increased
participation of women in
the workforce and changing
lifestyle preferences. De-
spite the falling fertility rate,
India continues to be the
world's most populous
country, with a population
of more than 1.46 billion.
The country surpassed
China in population size in
2023 an({) remains a key
driver of global demo-
gra hic growth. The latest
indings were also high-

lighted in the
2025 State of
World Popula-
tion report re-
leased by the
United Nations
Population Fund.
The report noted
that while India
has made sub-
stantial progress
in healthcare, ed-
ucation and life
expectancy, chal-
— lenges such as
ﬁender_ inequality, maternal
ealth issues and early mar-
riages continue to intluence
demographic outcomes. Ex-
perts say falling fertility
rates are becoming a com-
mon trend across many de-
veloping and developed
countries. While lower birth
rates often reflect improve-
ments in education, health-
care and economic
onortumtles, prolonged de-
clines can eventually lead to
population ageing, labour
shortages and increased
pressure on social welfare
systems.

Champion Mirra Andreeva

Roland Garros: Russian teenager Mirra Andreeva scripted
history by winning the French Open women's singles title,
defeating qualifier Maja Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 in the final

at Roland

ind Garros. The 19-year-old became the Xoungest
champion in Paris since Monica Seles in 1992 an

claimed

her first Grand Slam crown. Andreeva dominated the con-
test after a shaky start, winning nine consecutive games to
take control. Overcome with emotion after the victory, she
celebrated with her coach Conchita Martinez. The triumph
marks a major milestone in the young star's rapid rise and
establishes her as one of the brightest talents in world ten-

nis.

Students Lead CJP Protest

New Delhi: The Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP), which
began as a social media
movement, has evolved into
a powerful platform for stu-
dents demanding accounta-
bility in India's examination
and recruitment systems.
Hundreds of students, young
professionals and parents

athered at Jantar Mantar in

ew Delhi to protest alleged
irregularities in examina-
tions such as NEET, CBSE,
CUET and SSC. What sets
this movement apart is its
emphasis on peaceful and
disciplined protest. Founder
Abhijeet Dipke urged partic-

ipants to engage with law
enforcement  respectfully
and focus on constructive
demands rather than con-
frontation. The protest re-
flects growing frustration
among youth over recurring
allegations of paper leaks,
delayed recruitments and
lack of transparency in com-
etitive examinations. The
arge turnout demonstrates
that exam integrity has be-
come a major public con-
cern.
As aspirations_of millions
depend on fair examina-
tions, governments and
agencies must strengthen

safeguards, restore confi-
dence and ensure that merit
alone determines success.
The message from Jantar

"‘i . R

Mantar was clear: students
are seeking accountability,
transparency and trust in the
system.

Monsoon Rains
Drench Hyderabad

Hyderabad, June 6 (Tri-
colour Estate): Hyderabad
witnessed  widespread
rainfall on Saturday, pro-
viding relief from intense
summer heat that had
gripped the city over the
past few weeks. Several
districts across Telangana
also received moderate to
heavy showers. The rains,
considered an early sign
of the monsoon's arrival,
brought down tempera-
tures and offered respite to
residents who had been
enduring harsh weather
conditions.

Police Reunite 6,700 Couples

Hyderabad, June 6: In a sig-
nificant social intervention,
Telangana Police  have
helped reunite nearly 6,700
estranged couples through
counselling and mediation
services aimed at resolvin

family disputes an

strengthening relationships.
The achievement was high-
lighted by Telangana Direc-
tor General of Police C. V.
Anand while addressin% a
gathering of more than I50
couples whose marriages
were restored through the
initiative. The event, titled
"Mee Suraksha — Kalasi

Unte Kaladu Sukham", was
organised by the Women
Safety Wing of the Malkaj-

iri Commissionerate under
the Centre for Development
and Empowerment
Women (CDEW) Family
Counsellin% Centres pro-
gramme. The DGP said the
counselling initiative has be-
come an important platform
for resolving marital con-
flicts and preventing family
breakdowns. He credited
counsellors, police person-
nel, non-governmental or-
ganisations and legal aid
nstitutions for their role in

of

helping couples rebuild trust
and continue their relation-
ships. Hit%hlighting the
state's  etforts towards
women's welfare and safety,
Anand noted that initiatives
such as SHE Teams,
Bharosa Centres, Women
Police Stations, Anti-Human
Trafficking Units and She
Shuttles have strengthened
support systems for women
across Telangana. Additional
Director General of Police
and Women Safety Wing
chief Charu Sinha said fam-
ily counselling centres and
Bharosa Centres have

m. 3 "-t -.‘._ _)‘vr,-,._ )

played a crucial role in ad-
dressing domestic disputes.
Malkajgiri Police Commis-
sioner B. Sumathi said the
eight family counselling
centres functioning under
the commissionerate have
handled more than 9,700
cases and conducted over
32,000 counselling sessions

SR B S, R
since their inception. Out-
reach programmes organised
bf, counselling centres have
also benefited over 16,000
participants. Speaking at the
event, S.N.Sreedevi empha-
sised that counselling and
mediation are key compo-
nents of the family justice
system.
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SM to Streets

India 1s witnessing a significant transformation

in the way young citizens participate in public dis-
course and democratic engagement. What was once
confined to college campuses, student unions, and tra-
ditional protest platforms has increasingly moved to
social media networks. Yet, recent developments show
that digital activism is no longer remaining within the
boundaries of smartphones and hashtags. It is finding
its way onto the streets, creating a new model of youth-
led civic participation. The rise of online movements
demonstrates the power of technology in connecting
millions of young people around common concerns.
Social media platforms have enabled students and
first-time voters to discuss issues, organize campaigns,
share information, and amplify voices that may other-
wise go unheard. From educational reforms and em-
ployment opportunities to environmental concerns and
governance issues, young Indians are using digital
tools to shape public conversations in unprecedented
ways. However, the most notable trend is the transition
from virtual engagement to physical action. Online
campaigns are increasingly translating into public
meetings, demonstrations, awareness drives, and col-
lective demands for accountability. This evolution re-
flects a deeper reality: social media may spark a
movement, but meaningful change often requires vis-
ible public participation. When young people step be-
yond screens and engage directly with democratic
institutions, their concerns become harder for policy-
makers to ignore. This shift also reflects the aspirations
of a generation that is more informed, connected, and
vocal than ever before. Today's youth have instant ac-
cess to information and are quick to respond to issues
that affect their future. They are less willing to remain
passive observers and more inclined to demand trans-
parency and responsiveness from institutions. Their ac-
tivism is often decentralized, leaderless, and driven by
shared concerns rather than traditional political affili-
ations. At the same time, the growth of digital activism
brings challenges. Social media can spread misinfor-
mation as quickly as it spreads awareness. Emotional
narratives can sometimes overshadow facts, and online
mobilization may occasionally encourage polarization
rather than constructive dialogue. For youth move-
ments to remain effective and credible, they must be
grounded in accurate information, peaceful methods,
and a commitment to democratic values. The emer-
gence of youth-led civic movements is ultimately a
positive sign for Indian democracy. A society in which
young citizens actively participate in public affairs is
healthier than one marked by apathy and disengage-
ment. The challenge for governments and institutions
is not to dismiss these voices, but to listen, engage, and

respond meaningfully.
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KTR Confident of BRS Return

Bharat
o has expreésed

confidence that the party
will return to 2powelr in

Kuala Lumpur:
Rashtra  Samithi
Workm% president
Rama Ra

Telangana in 2028, stating
that former Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao will
once again lead the state.
Addressing Telangana For-
mation Day celebrations or-
%anlsed by the Malaysia

elugu Association and the
BRS NRI Malaysia Chapter
in Kuala Lumpur, KTR said
the BRS remains the only

political par‘;y with a long—
term vision for Telangana's
development. He asserted
that the party has already
prepared a roadmap for the
state's growth over the next
25 years. Launching a sharp
attack on the ruling Con-
gress government, KTR ac-
cused its leaders of
attempting to tarnish Telan-

ana's development story
through misinformation and
political propaganda. He
claimed that some leaders
lacked a Eroper understand-
ing of the state's history,

economic progress, water
resources and development
achievements, yet contin-
ued to make misleading
statements about Telan-
gana. The BRS leader said
public sentiment was grad-
ually shifting in favour of
his party and maintained
that Telangana witnessed
unprecedented growth dur-
1n% the decade-long rule of
KCR. He argued that the
state emerged as a national
model in sectors such as
agriculture, irrigation, in-
dustrialisation, per capita
income and overall eco-
nomic growth. Drawing
comparisons with rapidly
developing nations such as
Malaysia, Singapore,
South Korea, Taiwan and
Vietnam, KTR said Telan-
gana's transformation within
a short period was remark-
able. According to him,
KCR succeeded in turning a
drought-prone and migra-
tion-affected region into one
of India's fastest-growing
states. Highlighting the
party's future plans, KTR
said the next phase of Telan-
ana's development would
ocus on ensuring safe
_drinking water, strengthen-
ing public transport systems,
expanding modern infra-

structure and leveragin
emerging technologies suc
as Artificial Intelligence to
boost economic growth and
employment opportunities.
He also emphasised the role
of Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs) in shaping Telan-
gana's future, urging over-
seas Telugu communities to
contribute through invest-
ments, innovation and
knowledge-sharing. He said
the global Telangana dias-
pora could play a crucial
role in accelerating the
state's progress while main-
taining strong cultural and
emotional ties with their
homeland. KTR further
praised Telangana NRIs for
preserving the state's cul-
ture, traditions and identity
abroad. He stressed that
every Telangana child
should take pride in the
state's unique history, cul-
tural heritage and the sacri-
fices made during the
Telangana movement. Reit-
erating his confidence in the
%artgl‘s future, KTR said
RS remains committed to
building a stronger and more
%rosl,{)erous Telangana under
CR's leadership and ex-
pressed optimism about the
party's return to power in the
next Assembly elections.

Revanth Targets Centre

Hyderabad, June 6: Telan-
gana Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy has announced
that the proposed Interna-
tional Integrated Fruit Mar-
ket at Koheda will be
completed within the next
two years, describing it as a
landmark project that will
redefine agricultural market-
ing in the state. The market
1s being developed over
nearly 240 acres with an es-
timated investment of more
than %3,300 crore. The gov-
ernment believes the world-
class facility will provide
farmers with better market-

ing opportunities, modern
storage infrastructure, grad-
ing and packaging units, and
improved access to domestic
and international markets.
The project is expected to
reduce post-harvest losses,
strengthen supply chains,
and help farmers secure bet-
ter returns for their produce.
The integrated market will
feature advanced logistics
facilities, cold storage units,
export infrastructure, and
dedicated sections for fruits,
flowers, dry fruits, dairy
products, frozen foods, fish,
and meat products. Addi-

tional amenities such as rest
houses, healthcare facilities,
police and fire stations are
also planned within the mar-
ket complex. According to
official estimates, the mar-
ket’s annual fruit handling
capacity 1s exgected to in-
crease nearly threefold after
completion. The project is
also projected to generate
thousands of direct and indi-
rect employment o%portqnl-
ties while oosting
Telangana’s rural economy
and agricultural exports.
Speaking at the foundation
stone ceremony, the Chief
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Minister said the Koheda
market would emerge as a
national model for agricul-
tural trade and play a crucial
role in strengthening Telan-
gana’s position as a leading
agricultural state.

TDP Names RS Nominees
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Amaravati: The Telugu

Desam Party (TDP) on
Saturday announced its
three candidates for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha
clections schéduled for
June 18, finalising its
nominees after consulta-
tions within the party
leadership. TDP chief
and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu released
the list, naming industri-
alist Sana Satish, noted
educationist ~and
Bhashyam Educational
Institutions chairman
Bhashyam Ramakrishna,
and P Social Media
wing chief Chintakayala
V_%ay as the party’s Ccan-
didates. The announce-
ment was made through
an official statement 1s-
sued from the party’s
headquarters in_ Man-
galagiri. Party leaders

| -
-

said the selections reflect
a mix of business, educa-
tion and organisational
experience.
Four Rajya Sabha seats
from Andhra Pradesh are
set to fall vacant this
month. Under the al-
liance arrangement be-
tween the ruling NDA
partners in the state, one
seat has been allocated to
the Jana Sena Party. The
Jana Sena Party, Ted by
Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan, has nominated
Lingamaneni Ramesh as
its candidate for the
U}i)per House. With the
ruling alliance enjoying a
comfortable majority in
the Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly, all four candi-
dates "are expected to
secure victory in  the
Rajya Sabha elections
without difficulty.
i

Midnight Hotel Raids

Hyderabad, June 6: Hyder-
abad Police conducted a
massive city-wide security
drive under “Operation
Kavach”, carrying out mid-
mght inspections at 562 ho-
tels and lodges across the
city to strengthen internal
security and prevent anti-
social and criminal activi-
ties. Nearly 5,000 police
personnel participated in
the coordinated operation,
which was conducted be-
tween 11 p.m. and 1 a.m,
across all seven zones of
the Hyderabad Commis-
sionerate. The drive was
supervised by Hyderabad
Police Commissioner V. C.
Sajjanar, who personally
inspected several hotels
and lodges in Nampally
and Ameerpet. During the
operation, police teams
scrutinised guest registers,
room allotment records and
identity verification proce-
dures. Officers also inter-
acted with guests to
confirm their details and
understand the purpose of
their stay in the city.
Khairatabad zone recorded
the highest number of in-
spections with 119 estab-
lishments, followed by
Shamshabad with 92. Ju-
bilee Hills and Golconda
zones accounted for 86 in-
spections each, while Se-
cunderabad, Raj endranagar
and Charminar covered 82
53 and 44 locations respec-
tively. Police officials fo-
cused  on _ ensuring
compliance with security
regulations and verifying

whether hotel manage-
ments were maintaining
}éroper_ records of guests.

ommissioner Sa?]anar di-
rected hotel and lodge Qg—
erators to strictly verify
or1§1nal identity documents
and accurately record guest
information, including con-
tact details and check-in
and check-out timings. He
warned  establishments
against providing accom-
modation based on incom-
plete or false information
and stressed that minors
should not be allowed to
stay without proper age
verification. _
As part of efforts to im-
prove surveillance and
monitoring, the Commis-
sioner announced plans to
introduce a Digital Visitor
Management System. He
also instructed hotels and
lodges to install high-defi-
nition CCTV cameras cov-
ering entry points, exits
and reception areas. Police
urged citizens and hotel
staff to immediately report
suspicious activities
through Dial 100 or nearby
police stations. Officials
said strict action would be
taken against establish-
ments found violating se-
curity norms. Several
senior IPS officers, Deputy
Commissioners of Police,
Assistant Commissioners
and specialised police units
took part in the large-scale
operation, which is aimed
at enhancing public safety
and maintaining vigilance
across Hyderabad.
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