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. Overqualification Is a Disadvantage: SC

: New Delhi, June 5: The
: Supreme Court has ruled
: that candidates possessing
: higher qualifications cannot
: secure %overnment jobs
: specifically reserved for ap-
: plicants with lower educa-
: tional qualifications, stating
: that such appointments de-
: prive genuinely eligible
: candidates of employment
: opportunities. A Bench
: comprising Justices Ah-
: sanuddin Amanullah and R.
: Mahadevan made the ob-
: servation while setting
: aside a Madras High Court
: order that had reinstated a
¢ temporary bank attendant.
: The court noted that the
: employee had obtained the
: job by concealing the fact
: that he was a graduate, de-
: spite the post being re-
: served for candidates with
: educational qualifications
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Chennai, June 6: Former
Tamil Nadu BJP president
K. Annamalai has resigned
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party, announcing plans to
launch a new political
movement aimed at bring-
ing what he described as a
growth-oriented and cultur-
ally rooted political alterna-
tive in the state. In his
resignation letter addressed
to BJP state president
Nainar Nagendran, Anna-
malai said he did not want to
"burden the top leadership"
with his views on the future

olitical direction of Tamil

adu. The former IPS offi-
cer, popularly known as
"Singham" for his aggres-
sive political style, said he
entered politics six years
ago with the objective of
bringing positive change to
Tamil Nadu, inspired by the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Annamalai
argued that the &)eople of
Tamil Nadu had become
weary of traditional political
discourse dominated for
decades by the state's major
Dravidian parties. He said
public demand for an alter-
native political culture mo-
tivated his entry into public
life. In his letter, he empha-
sized the need to end what
he termed "cult and dynastic
politics" and called for a
new model that reflects re-
gional aspirations while re-

ug to Class 10. The Bench
observed that public em-
ployment must be offered
strictly according to pre-
scribed eligibility criteria
and allowing overqualified
candidates to occupy such
posts would unfairly deny
opportunities to deserving
applicants from disadvan-
taged backgrounds. The
Supreme Court said the
policy of fixing an upper
educational qualification
limit is reasonable and in-
tended to create employ-
ment  opportunities  for
individuals who could not
pursue higher studies due to
economic or social circum-
stances. Describing the
State as a model employer,
the court held that reserving
certain categories of jobs
for less-qualified candi-
dates is legally valid and

has consistently been up-
held by courts. Upholding
the bank’s decision to dis-
miss the employee, the
apex court reaffirmed that
transparency and adherence
to recruitment norms are es-
sential in public employ-
ment.

maining committed to na-
tional unity. He also ap-
peared to criticize the
ap}glgoa(;h of national parties
in Tamil Nadu, stating that
they often failed to commu-
nicate in a language that res-
onated with the people of
the state. "I firmly believe
that a strong and united
India is built upon the
strength, dignity and aspira-
tions of its many regions
and communities," he said.
Annamalai's ~ resignation
comes weeks after the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elections,
where actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay emerged as a sig-
nificant ~ political force,
outperforming expectations

and making notable inroads
against established parties
such as the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam. De-
spite Annamalai's departure,

JP leaders sought to down-
play its impact. State BJP
chief Nainar Nagendran said
the resignation would not be
a major setback for the party
and expressed confidence in
the organisation's future
Brospects in Tamil Nadu.

olitical observers believe
Annamalai's next move
could significantly influence
the evolving political land-
scape of Tamil Nadu ahead
of future elections.

Chennai, June 5: The
Madras High Court has
sharply criticised the delay
in resolving a 2016 election
dispute involving former
Tamil Nadu ssembly
Speaker M. A}opavu, ob-
serving that prolonged pen-
dency of election cases
undermines the spirit of
democracy. Justice G. Jay-
achandran expressed con-
cern that the Supreme Court
kept the matter pending for
over six years before send-
ing it back to the High
Court without deciding a
key legal question related to
the validity of postal votes
attested by government
middle school headmasters.
The dispute arose from the
2016 Radhapuram Assem-
bly election, in which Ap-
pavu lost by 49 votes to I.

Revanth ‘A

Jedcharla, June 6: TG Chief
Minister A. Revanth Redd

has set the stage for the 202

Assemblﬁ elections by un-
veiling the slogan ***“Aur
Ek Baar, Congress
Sarkar”**, expressing con-
fidence that the Congress
would secure a second con-
secutive term in Telangana.
Addressing a public meeting
in Jadcherla on Friday, Re-
vanth Reddy led the crowd
in chanting the slogan and
said Telangana voters have
consistently given govern-
ments two consecutive
terms since 1994. He noted
that the Telugu Desam Part

ruled from 1994 to 2004,
Congress from 2004 to
2014, and the BRS from
2014 to 2024. The Chief
Minister asserted that the
Congress government,
which came to power in
2023, would continue in of-
fice until 2034. Launching a
sharp attack on BRS presi-
dent K. Chandrasekhar Rao,

Madras HC Rap On SC Delay%

S. Inbadurai after 203 -_. .

ostal ballots were rejected. |

ost of those rejected votes |
had reportedly been cast in

ppavu's favour. The judge
noted that the High Court
had already ruled in 2019
that the postal ballots were
valid an
However, the recount
process was stalled after an
appeal reached the Supreme

ourt. Following the
Supreme Court's recent de-
cision to leave the legal
?uestlon open and permit
urther proceedings, the
High Court declared Ap-
pavu as the duly elected
candidate from Radhapu-
ram in the 2016 election,
with a revised Victorjy mar-
in of 103 votes. Justice
ayachandran described the
decade-long delay as a

LA )

Revanth Reddy challenged
him to a public debate on the
performance of the BRS
government’s 10-year rule
and the Congress govern-
ment’s 30 months in office.
Highlighting welfare initia-
tives, he said the govern-
ment had issued 15 lakh
ration cards, sanctioned 4.5
lakh Indiramma houses, pro-
vided 200 units of free elec-
tricity to 50 lakh families
and spent nearly 10,000
crore on free bus travel for

ordered a recount. s

"grave mockery of justice" :
for voters and emphasised :
that election petitions :
should be disposed of expe- :
ditiously as mandated under :
the Representation of the :
People Act. The court ob- :
served that failure to adhere :
to statutory timelines for :
election disputes could :
weaken democratic institu- :
tions and erode public faith :
in the electoral process.
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ur Ek Baar’ Call

.

women. The Chief Minister
also vowed to secure Telan-

ana’s share of Krishna and

odavari waters and prom-
ised accelerated funding for
irrigation projects, including
the Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irri%ation Scheme. Re-

vanth edd?/ accused the
BRS of misleading people
during its tenure and de-
clared that the Congress

would politically weaken

Repo Rate Unchanged

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Friday
kept the repo rate un-
chanlged at 5.25 per cent for
the third consecutive policy
meeting, citing rising infla-
tion risks and concerns over
slowing economic growth

amid ongoing geopolitical
tensions %n V\%es% Agia. The
six-member Monetary Pol-
icy Committee (MPC) unan-
imously decided to maintain
the current rate and continue
with its neutral policy
stance. While the central

the party in the Palamuru re-
gion in the coming years.
bank re-

vised its

FY27 in-

flation

forecast

upward to

\ i- | . | |
5.1 per

cent from 4.6 per cent, it
lowered the GDP growth
rojection to 6.6 per cent
rom 6.9 per cent.
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CJP Calls Protest

New Delhi, June 5: The
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), a social media-driven
outh movement with mil-
ions of followers, has re-
leased a detailed advisory
ahead of its planned protest
at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi on June 6. The organ-
isation, which gained popu-
larity  throug satirical
online content, is calling for
a peaceful demonstration
against alleged irregularities
in_examinations includin
NEET, CBSE, CUET an
SSC-GD. The group has
also demanded the resigna-
tion of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han, alleging repeated fail-
ures to prevent question
paper leaks. In a video mes-
sage, CJP leaders urged par-

ticipants to maintain disci-
pline and ensure that the
protest remains peaceful and
democratic. The organisa-
tion advised protesters to
carry the national flag and
books, document events
through videos and photo-
graphs, report any suspi-
cious activity, and take
precautions against the sum-
mer heat by carrying water,
wearing caps and applying
sunscreen. At the same time,
participants were urged not
to engage with provoca-
teurs, avoid attending alone
where possible, refrain from
any disruptive activities and
maintain a peaceful atmos-
phere during the demonstra-
tion. CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke, who is travelling to
India ahead of the protest,

appealed to supporters not
to gather at Del}%i Airport,
citing security concerns and
inconvenience to the public.
The group claims that grow-
ing frustration among stu-
dents over examination
related controversies has fu-
eled support for the move-
ment.

Organisers said the
protest aims to draw atten-
tion to demands for greater
transparency and accounta-
bility in the country's educa-
tion and recruitment
systems. Authorities are ex-
pected to monitor the gath-
ering  closely, while
organisers have repeatedly
emphasised that the demon-
stration will be conducted
through peaceful and lawful

means.
NN

Pragg Creates History

Oslo, June 6: Indian Grand-
master R Pra%;gnanandhaa
created history by becoming
the first Indian to win the
prestigious Norway Chess
title after defeating Vincent
Keymer in the final round
on rida?l. Starting the day
in third place with 15 points,
the 20-year-old Chennai
prodigy secured a crucial
classical victory worth three
points to finish on 18 points
and claim the champi-
onship. With the triumph,
Praggnanandhaa achieved a
milestone that had eluded
Indian chess great
Viswanathan Anand and
reigning world champion D
Gukesh since the tourna-
ment b%%an in 2013. Prag-
gnanandhaa’s  campaign
gained momentum in the
second half of the tourna-
ment and was highlighted

i

¢

by two classical victories
over world No.l Magnus
Carlsen. The title race
swung in his favour after
leader Wesley So failed to
secure a classical win
against Alireza Firouzja in
the final round. Capitalising
on the opportunity, Prag-
nanandhaa defeated
eymer to seal a landmark
victory and add another
golden chapter to Indian

chess history.
-



2 www.tricolourestate.com

TRICOLOUR ESTATE

THE NEWS THAT MATTERS

Saturday,

6.6.2026, Jagitial

TRICOLOUR ESTATE

THE NEWS THAT MATTERS

EDITORIAL

Annamalai’s Exit: A
Warning for BJP’s
North-South Divide?

The resignation of K. Annamalai from the BJP

has triggered intense political debate across the coun-
try. More than the departure of a prominent leader, it
raises a larger question about the BJP’s ability to ac-
commodate strong regional voices within a highly cen-
tralized political structure. For a party seeking deeper
roots in southern India, Annamalai’s exit could prove
to be a significant moment of introspection. Annamalai
emerged as one of the BJP’s most recognizable faces
in Tamil Nadu, a state where Dravidian parties have
dominated politics for decades. His aggressive cam-
paigning, grassroots outreach, and ability to connect
with young voters gave the BJP visibility in a politi-
cally challenging landscape. He was widely seen as a
leader capable of expanding the party’s footprint in a
region where it has traditionally struggled. However,
his departure has reignited concerns about the relation-
ship between the party’s central leadership and its re-
gional leaders. Critics argue that while the BJP
promotes strong local faces to gain electoral traction,
key decisions continue to be shaped primarily by the
leadership in New Delhi. This often leaves state lead-
ers with limited autonomy, particularly in regions
where political realities differ significantly from those
in northern India. The issue is especially relevant in
southern states, where regional identity, language, and
local political dynamics play a decisive role in elec-
toral outcomes. Strategies that work in northern India
cannot always be replicated successfully in the South.
Regional leaders frequently require greater flexibility
to address local aspirations and concerns. Annamalai’s
resignation therefore symbolizes more than an individ-
ual political decision. It reflects the growing challenge
faced by national parties in balancing centralized lead-
ership with regional empowerment. If influential lead-
ers feel constrained or sidelined, the party risks
alienating precisely those figures who can help it ex-
pand in politically difficult territories. For the BJP, the
episode should serve as an opportunity for reflection.
The party’s ambitions of becoming a truly pan-Indian
force depend not only on electoral strategies but also
on its willingness to trust and empower regional lead-
ership. Whether Annamalai’s exit will have a lasting
electoral impact remains to be seen. Yet the message
1s unmistakable. A national party cannot thrive across
a diverse country solely through centralized decision-
making. Sustainable growth requires respect for re-
gional aspirations, local leadership, and state-specific
political realities. If the BJP fails to address these con-
cerns, Annamalai’s departure may be remembered not
as an isolated event, but as a warning signal of a deeper

North-South disconnect within the party.
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Regional Parties Under Siege

Indian democracy
has long been celebrated for
its diversity. Unlike many
countries where politics re-
volves around two dominant

arties, India’s political
andscape has historically
accommodated national par-
ties, regional movements,
caste-based organizations,
linguistic aspirations, and
state-specific political for-
mations. This diversity has
strengthened the federal
structure and ensured that
local voices found represen-
tation in national decision-
making. Today, however,
that balance appears to be
under increasing strain. The
rise of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) as the country’s
dominant political force and
the Congress party’s efforts
to reclaim lost ground have
created a political environ-
ment where regional parties
are increasingly finding
themselves squeezed from
both sides. In this battle be-
tween national giants, many
regional parties are strug-
gling to retain their rele-
vance, influence, and
organizational strength. The
experience of several parties
illustrates this trend. The de-
cline of the Aam Aadmi
Party in key regions, the
fragmentation of Shiv Sena,
the setbacks faced by Bharat
Rashtra Samithi, the chal-
lenges confronting Tri-
namool Congress, and the
weakening position of par-

ties such as Janata Dal

SUnited and Rashtriya
anata Dal reveal a larger
pattern. While each case has
its own local dynamics, the
broader reality is that re-
gional formations are find-
Ing it 1ncr¢as1ngl?{ difficult
to survive in a political sys-
tem becoming more central-
ized and polarized.

Ironicall%/, the pressure
comes from both sides.
Within the INDIA alliance,
several regional parties fear
that Congress seeks to ex-
pand its footprint at their ex-
pense. Whenever Congress
regains  organizational
strength in a state, alliance
partners often view it as a di-
rect challenge to their polit-
ical space. Cooperation
during elections frequently
turns mto competition once
the votes are counted. The
BJP’s approach presents a

different but equally signifi-
cant challenge. Throu%h al-
liances, political
realignments, and organiza-
tional expansion, the garty
has demonstrated an ability
to grow rapidly in states
once dominated by regional
players. Critics argue that
these alliances often evolve
into arrangements where
smaller partners gradually
lose their independent iden-
tity and become politically
dependent on the larger na-
tional force. Over time, re-
gional parties risk being
reduced to junior partners
with limited influence.

This trend carries serious
implications for Indian
democracy. Regional parties
emerged because national
parties could not fully repre-
sent every linguistic, cul-
tural, economic, and
regional aspiration. They be-

came the voice of states,
local communities, and spe-
cific social groups. Weaken-
ing these forces may lead to
greater political centraliza-
tion and reduce the diversit
of viewpoints that enric
democratic ~ debate. A
healthy democracy requires
competition, plurality, and
decentralization of political
power. When politics be-
comes a contest dominated
by only a few national play-
ers, the space for regional
aspirations inevitably
shrinks. Such concentration
of power r.na%r provide short-
term political stability, but it
can weaken the federal spirit
that forms the foundation of
the Indian Union.

The future of Indian democ-
racy should not be measured
solely by the strength of na-
tional parties. It should also
be judged by the ability of
regional voices to survive,
grow, and influence gover-
nance. If regional parties
continue to become casual-
ties in the political chess-
board of the BJP and
Congress, India risks losing
one of its greatest demo-
cratic strengths—its political
diversity. In the long run,
that would be a loss not
merely for individual par-
ties, but for the very charac-
ter of Indian democracy

itself.
- Veeranna Sundhilla,
Karimnagar

Water Rights At Risk: Ha

Hyderabad, June 5: BRS
senior leader and former Ir-
rigation Minister T. Harish
Rao accused the Congress

overnment of jeopardising

elangana’s water security
through alleged nzgligence
in the operation and mainte-
nance of major lift irrigation

rojects. In an open letter to

hief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, Harish Rao claimed
that inadequate maintenance
had resulted in damage to
pumps and motors at key
%mﬂects, including  the

aleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project and Devadula Lift
Irrigation Scheme. He al-
leged that repeated switch-
ing on and off of pumping
systems had damaged criti-

cal infrastructure and ques-
tioned the reported policy of
operating lift irrigation
umps mainly during day-
ight hours to utilise solar
power. Harish Rao also op-
posed the proposed Telan-
%a_na. Rythu Power
istribution Company, stat-

ing that restricting pumping
operations could adversely
affect the utilisation of Kr-
ishna and Godavari river
waters, besides impacting
agriculture and drinkin

water needs. Citing officia
data, he claimed Telangana’s
utilisation of Krishna river

rish Rao

waters had declined in re-
cent years while neighbour-
ing ~ Andhra radesh
increased its usage. He
warned that failure to fully
utilise the State’s allocated
river waters could affect
farmers, industries, ground-
water recharge and drinking
water security. The former
minister demanded adequate
budget allocations for irriga-
tion projects, withdrawal of
the proposed Rythu DIS-
COM and uninterrupted 24-
hour power supply for lift
irrigation schemes during
the ({)umpmg season. He
urged the govt to take imme-
diate corrective measures to
safeguard TG’s water rights
and 1rrigation infrastructure.

How Many More Deaths Must We W__itnes_s‘?___

® Healthcare Support Workers Cry Out for Justice  pees ESS._0'sTricr HosPriL . peboara |
® SPS Workers Prepare for Statewide Agitation

® New Committee Formed in Peddapalli

Peddapalli, June 5: De-
manding fair wages, job se-
curity, and dignity at work,
sanitation workers, patient
care assistants, and security
personnel employed in ]%ov—
ernment hospitals have
raised serious concerns over
their working conditions and
the continued exploitation
under the contract system.
Expressing deep anguish,
healthcare support workers
questioned how long gov-
ernments would continue to
ignore their plight despite
the critical role they glay in
maintaining public health.
Working daily in environ-
ments exposed to infectious
diseases, hazardous medical
waste, and life-threatening
conditions, they said they
are being forced to survive
on meager salaries that are
insufficient to support their
families. ‘We are not asking
for luxuries. We are de-
manding ]lustlce for our
labour, a living wage, and
protection for our lives’ the
workers  stated. = They

pointed out that many staff
members have suffered seri-
ous illnesses, workplace ac-
cidents, and even lost their
lives while performing their
duties, yet their families are
left without adequate sup-
port. The workers demanded
a minimum monthly salary
of 326,000, 10 lakh acci-
dent insurance coverage,
and the abolition of the con-
tract system, which they al-
lege enables middlemen to
exploit employees by si-
phoning off a portion of
their wages. They urged the
government to recruit work-
ers directly instead of rely-
ing on contractors. The
workers warned that if their
demands are not addressed
immediately, they would in-
tensify their agitation and
launch a statewide move-
ment that could disrupt
healthcare support services.
As part of their preparations,
district-level committees are
being formed across Telan-
gana to mobilize workers
and strengthen campaign.
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New SP .. ommittee
Elected in Peddapalli

In this context, the Sanita-
tion, Patient Care and Secu-
rity Supervisors Medical
and Health Workers Associ-
ation (SPS) elected a new
committee at the Govern-
ment  General Hospital
((jGGH) in Peddapalli on Fri-
ay. The meeting was
presided over by Ashok and
attended by SPS State Pres-
ident Kurri Saidayya and
State General Secretary
Chinna Boska Naresh as
chief guests. The newl
elected Peddapalli GG
committee includes Ponnam

Raju as President, Rakesh as

General Secretary, and
Shiva as Treasurer, along
with 19 committee members
assigned various responsi-
bilities. Among those pres-
ent were tate 1ce
Presidents Vainala Ravi and
Matangi Anil Kumar, State
Assistant Secretary Gorre
Nagaraju, State Secretary P.
Anjali, Santosh, Jangaon
District President Enugula
Raghu, District General Sec-
retary Gandi Ajay Kumar,
District  Vice  President
Swami, and numerous sani-
tation, patient care, and se-
curity staff working at the
hospital.
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SC Seeks Al Guardrails

New Delhi, June 6 The Supreme
Court’s Artificial Intelligence Com-
mittee has proposed a complete ban
on using Al to determine judicial out-
comes, stpessmF that technology
must remain only an assistive tool
and never replace judicial decision-
making. In its draft “Regulations for
Use ot Artificial Intelligence (Al) in
Courts, 2026,” the committee stated
that AI systems must remain strictly subordinate to
human Ludgment and judicial authority. The panel,
chaired by P. S. Narasimha, proposed that the final au-
thority on questions of law, facts and justice should rest
exclusively with judges. The draft regulations also pro-
hibit Al tools that predict, profile or assess litigants, wit-
nesses or parties involved in court proceedings. Courts
would also be barred from using undisclosed or non-
explainable Al systems. The committee further recom-
mended safeguards against algorithmic bias, directin
that Al systems must not discriminate on grounds suc
as caste, religion, gender, disability, language or eco-
nomic status. At the same time, the draft allows Al for
administrative and support functions, including case
management, scheduling, legal research, transcription
of proceedings, translation of judgments, record man-
ag@lmpnt and accessibility services for persons with dis-
aoilities.

Al Vaccine Reaches Humans
London, June 6: Scientists have
= tested the world’s first vaccine whose
_ active ingredient was designed en-
2 tirely using artificial intelligence,
I marking a major milestone in vaccine
. development. Researchers at Univer-
g i ' sity of Cambridge said the experi-
#‘ mental vaccine is designed as a
" “universal vaccine” capable of pro-
tecting against a broad range of coro-
naviruses, including those responsible for SARS,
MERS and Covid-19. The vaccine’s antigen was cre-
ated using a machine-learning algorithm trained on ge-
netic data from Sarbeco coronaviruses collected
worldwide. Researchers believe the technology could
eventually help prevent future pandemics by targeting
virus families rather than individual strains. The Phase-
1 clinical trial involved nearly 40 participants between
2021 and 2023 and primarily focused on safety. No se-
rious side effects were reported. However, the study,
published in the Journal of Infection, found that the vac-
cine produced only a modest immune response and did
not generate a st_ron%mcr_ease in antibody levels beyond
existing immunity. Despite the limited early results, re-
searchers remain optimistic. Study co-author Jonathan
Heeney said Al-driven vaccine design could transform
how the world prepares for emerging diseases. A larger
Phase-2 trial is expected to furt%ler evaluate the vac-

cine’s effectiveness.

Al Speeds Drug Discovery

New York, June 6: Artificial intelli-
gence is reshaping pharmaceutical
research by helping companies de-
velop medicines faster, smarter and
with higher chances of success, ac-
cording to Pascal Soriot, chief exec-
utive of AstraZeneca. Speaking to
CNBC, Soriot said Al is enhancin
productivity across the drug-devel-
opment process, from identifying
disease targets to designing safer and more effective
medicines. According to him, Al can help researchers
optimise drug molecules and identify potential side ef-
fects early, reducing development time and improving
decision-making. AstraZeneca is also using Al to deter-
mine which medicines should advance through costl
clinical trials. Through its ({)artnershi with Tempus Al,
the company has developed Al models that analyse clin-
ical and laboratory data to predict the likelihood of suc-
cess in Phase 3 trials. Soriot said such predictive tools
could significantly improve efficiency, given that a sin-

le late-sta%e clinical trial can cost between $300 mil-
ion and $500 million. He noted that even a small
improvement in trial success rates could generate sub-
stantial savings and accelerate the deliver{: of new treat-
ments to patients. The remarks come as pharmaceutical
companies increasingly invest in Al technologies to re-
duce costs, shorten development timelines and improve
outcomes in drug research.

&
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RBI Fines
Canara Bank

Mumbai, June 6: The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
has imposed a monetary
}éenalty of ¥41.80 lakh on

anara Bank for violating
regulatory norms related to
Know our Customer
(KYC) compliance and the
handling of inoperative ac-
counts. The penalty was
imposed after an RBI in-
spection of the bank's fi-
nancial position as of
March 31, 2025, revealed
multiple compliance defi-
ciencies. According to the
central bank, Canara Bank
failed to wupload KYC
records of certain cus-
tomers to the Central KYC
Records Registry
(CKYCR) within the pre-
scribed timeframe. The in-
spection also found that
some customer accounts
were classified as inopera-
tive even though the last
customer-induced transac-
tion had taken place less
than a year earlier.

Putin Offers Su-57 Stealth Fighter

St. Petersburg, June 5: Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin
has renewed Moscow's offer
to jointly produce the fifth-
generation Sukhoi Su-57
stealth fighter aircraft with
India, highlighting the en-
during strategic and defence
partnership between the two
countries. During an interac-
tion with heads of leading
global news agencies, in-
cluding PTI, Putin said Rus-
sia remains keen to
collaborate with India on ad-
vanced defence technologies
and is prepared to offer un-
restricted cooperation in the
develogment and production
of the Su-57 fighter jet. "As
for the Su-57, we offered
our friends from India to
jointly develop this fifth-
generation aircraft. I believe
it is the best of its kind
today. We are ready to work
with India without any re-
strictions whatsoever," Putin
said. The proposal comes at
a time when India is pursu-
ing its ambitious Advanced
Multirole Combat Aircraft
%AMC'A)' rogramme, a

agship indigenous project
aimed at developing a
homegrown fifth-generation
fi%{lter jet. However, the
AMCA 1s not expected to
enter service before 2035,
prompting discussions on
Interim solutions to

strengthen the Indian Air
Force's combat capabilities.
According to reports, state-
run Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) remains in
contact with Russia's Sukhoi
Design Bureau regarding

ossible collaboration on the

u-57 programme. India is
also evaluating the option of
acquiring at least two
squadrons of the aircraft,
subject to operational and
technical requirements.
India and Russia had earlier
explored a joint Fifth Gener-
ation  Fighter  Aircraft
(FGFA) project for nearly

15 years. However, New
Delhi withdrew from the
programme in 2021, citing
concerns over cost and tech-
nological requirements. The
project was estimated to cost
nearly USD 30 billion. Putin
also expressed Russia's will-
ingness to cooperate with
India in developing ad-
vanced air defence systems
and related military tech-
nologies. He said Moscow
was reE{:uqed to support
New Delhi in strengthening
its air defence capabilities.
India currently operates the
Russian-made S-400 air de-

fence missile system, which
forms a crucial component
of the country's layered air
defence network. New Delhi
signed a USD 5 billion
agreement with Russia in
2018 for five S-400 units,
with the final squadron yet
to be delivered. The Russian
leader's remarks come amid
continuing efforts by India
to modernise its armed
forces while balancing in-
digenous development with
strategic defence partner-
ships. Despite India's grow-
ing  diversification  of
military imports, Russia re-
mains one of its most signif-
icant defence partners,
s%pplying a substantial share
of the country's military
hardware. Responding to
Putin's comments, External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal reiter-
ated that India-Russia
defence relations remain
strong, adding that specific
details regarding the Su-57
programme would be ad-
dressed by the Ministry of
Defence. {"he latest offer is
expected to reignite discus-
sions on India's future
fighter aircraft requirements
as the country seeks to
bridge capability gaps while
advancing its long-term self-
reliance goals 1 defence
manufacturing.

Railway Board
Says No to Free

Hyderabad, June 5: The
Railway Board has rejected

the Telangana govern-
ment’s proposal to intro-
duce free travel on

Hyderabad’s MMTS serv-
ices, citing heavy opera-
tional losses and
unresolved financial liabil-
ities. The Board informed
the State government that
MMTS operations are al-
ready running at a substan-
tial ~ deficit and that
roviding free travel would
urther increase the finan-
cial burden on Indian Rail-
ways. According to the
communication, any pro-
posal for free passenger
travel can be considered
only if the Telangana gov-
ernment agrees to bear both
the existing operational
losses and any additional
expenditure arising from
the scheme.
The Railway Board also
urged the State to clear
gendlng dues of more than
490 crore related to the
MMTS project. The Telan-
gana government had pro-
pose relmbursm% the
revenue earned through
ticket sales and planned to
introduce free MMTS
travel from June 2. An
MoU was submitted to the
Railway Board seeking ap-
proval for the initiative.

Khammam MP Pushes for

Better BSNL
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Khammam, June 5: Ra-
masahayam Raghuram
Reddy has urged Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited to
improve service quality in
rural areas and strengthen
mobile connectivity across
villages. Speaking at the
District Telecom Advisory
Committee meeting held at
BSNL Bhavan in Kham-
mam on Friday, the MP
stressed the need for techno-

+ LB

Connectivity

logical upgrades to meet
growing communication de-
mands. He said BSNL, as a
public  sector telecom
provider, should focus on
delivering quality services
that inspire public confi-
dence. He emphasized that
broadband  connectivity
must be extended to remote
villages and that customer
complaints should be re-
solved promptly. After re-
viewing suggestions from
commiftee members,
Raghuram Reddy directed
officials to identify areas
facing poor signal coverage
and take immediate steps to
install new mobile towers.
He assured full support in
resolving issues related to
network expansion and in-
frastructure development.
The MP said BSNL should
focus on providing reliable
services at affordable prices
and work towards compet-
1nF effectively with private
telecom operators. Telecom
Advisory Committee mem-
bers and BSNL officials at-
tended the meeting and
discussed measures to im-
prove connectivity and cus-
tomer service in the district.

Need to Prepare Better for Tests: Gambhir

Mullanpur, June 6: India
head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir has stressed the need for
better preparation in red-ball
cricket, admitting that the
team's approach in recent
Test assignments was not up
to the mark. India will return
to the longest format just
days after the conclusion of
the IPL, taking on
Afghanistan in a one-off Test
at the Maharaja Yadavindra
Singh Stadium in Mullanpur
on Saturday. Despite the
quick transition from T20
cricket to Tests, Gambhir
said the team management
is determined to ensure more
focused and extensive
preparation for future red-ball
series. India's performances
in Test cricket have declined
over the past two years. After
suffering a home whitewash
against New Zealand in
2024, the team endured an-
other series defeat against
South Africa last year. Led by
Shubman Gill, India currently
sits sixth in the World Test
Championship  standings.
Looking ahead to challeng-
ing away tours of Sri Lanka
and New Zealand later this
year, Gambhir said schedul-
ing will play a key role in
preparation. "We are fortu-

nate to have around 15 days
between the white-ball tour
of England and the Test se-
ries in Sri Lanka, which
should be enough time to
prepare. However, for New
Zealand, there is only a
three-day gap between the
final ODI and the first Test, so
we may need to release
some ODI players early if
they are part of the Test
squad," Gambhir said. The
former India opener acknowl-
edged that inadequate
preparation had hurt the
team's performances in re-

cent Test series. "One thing
we realised is that we need
to start preparing better in
red-ball cricket. That was
lacking against the West In-
dies and South Africa, and it
is something we are going to
address going forward," he
added. While India will start
as overwhelming favourites
against Afghanistan in the
one-off Test, the upcoming
overseas assignments are
expected to provide a sterner
examination of the team's
resurgence in the longest for-
mat.

Operation Kavach
Crackdown

Hyderabad, June 5: Hyder-
abad police seized 2,149
vehicles during a citywide
enforcement drive under
‘Operation Kavach’,
launched to curb number
plate tampering and the use
of fake vehicle registra-
tions. The special operation
was conducted between 10
}%.m. and midnight on

hursday, with — police
teams inspecting 12,098
vehicles, including two-
wheelers, cars and au-
torickshaws. Officials
identified 1,406 vehicles
with irregular number
lates, 1,132 without num-
er plates and 69 vehicles
using fake registrations.
Among the seized vehicles
were 2,046 two-wheelers,
52 cars and 51 autorick-
shaws. V. C. Sajjanar per-
sonally 1nsgect_ed
checkpoints across the city
and interacted with mo-
torists during the operation.
The Police Commissioner
warned that deliberate tam-
pering of number plates
would not be treated as a
routine traffic offence and
that violators could face
criminal charges.
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Dia Mirza on Career Break

Actress Dia Mirza has revealed that
she took a two-year break from films at
the peak of her career because success
and financial independence were not
bringing her happiness. Sgieaking on a
podcast hosted by Soha Ali Khan, Dia
said she stepped away from the industry
in 2005 at the age of 24 after feeling dis-
connected from the work she was doing.
The actress described the decision as a
“homecoming,” saying she wanted to re-
discover herself and understand what
truly mattered in life. Despite enf'oying
professional success and financial secu-
rity, she felt unfulfilled and chose to

ause her career. Dia said the break al-
owed her to reconnect with her values
and find a stronger sense of purpose be-
yond fame and commercial success. The
actress made her Bollywood debut with

. Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein and later fea-

tured in films such as Lage Raho Munna
Bhai, Shootout at Lokhandwala, Sanju
and Thappad.

Peddi Roars at Box Office.. *135 Crore Opening

Hyderabad, June 5: Ram Charan-starrer 3 —
Peddi has opened to a blockbuster re- - s
sponse at the global box office, grossing " .
more than X135.36 crore worldwide on
its first day, according to the makers.
The sports action drama, directed by
Buchi Babu Sana, hit theatres on Thurs-
day and has received positive reviews
from audiences and critics alike. Pro-
duction house Vriddhi Cinemas an-
nounced the (c)ipenlng-day figures on
social media, describing the film as a
box-office champion. Set in rural
Andhra Pradesh during the 1980s, the
film follows the journey of a lower-
caste villager who takes up wrestling to
earn dignity and recognition for his
community. Ram Charan plays the lead
role, while Shiva Rajkumar appears as
mentor Gournaidu. The film also stars : TR
Janhvi Kapoor, Jagapathi Babu, Di- . . -
vyenndu and Boman Irani in key roles. Music for the film has been composed by A. R. Rahman, while
cmemato&raphy is handled by R. Rathnavelu. The strong opening is being seen as a major comeback
for Ram Charan following the underperformance of Game Changer.

Celina Jaitly Refuses to Back Down

Mumbeai, June 5: Actress Celina Jaitly has responded to defamation notices
issued by her estranged husband Peter Haag and father-in-law Wolfgan
Haag, asserting that she will continue her legal fight in courts in India an
Austria. In a statement shared on social media, Jaitly said she had submit-
ted formal replies through her legal representatives and would not be in-
timidated into silence. The actress, who has filed for divorce citin
domestic violence and cruelty, stated that she has consistently supporte
joint custody and an amicable separation. However, she alleged that she
as been denied contact with her children despite court orders and accused
efforts to marginalise her role as a mother. Jaitly said her public statements
were prompted by concerns over the relocation of her children and the pos-
sibility of them being moved outside the jurisdiction of Indian and Austrian
courts without her knowledge. She further alleged that she had faced in-
timidation and pressure while living in Austria and maintained that all rel-
evant evidence had been submitted before competent authorities and
courts. The legal notices issued by Peter Haag and Wolfgang Haag report- _ (7
edly accused the actress of making defamatory public statements and ex-
pressed concern over the impact of the ongoing dispute on the couple’s h q
three minor children. =

Naga Chaitanya Turns Pou’cer

The second season of the supernat-
ural thriller series Dhootha officially com-
menced production with a %00_]21 ceremony
attended by Nagarjuna, who clapped the
board and blessed the cast and crew. Actor |,
Naga Chaitanya, who made his OTT debut
with the series in 2023, will not only reprise ¥
his role as journalist Sagar Varma Avuduri iz
but will also make his debut as a producer
with the new season. Sharing the update on
social media, Chaitanya ex resse(ri) excite- |
ment about the project and posted photo- #
graphs from the launch event alongside ..
creator-director Vikram Kumar and the |
cast. The makers have kept the storyline of
the second season under wraps. However,
Parvathy Thiruvothu will return as DCP
Kranthi Shenoy, while Priya Bhavani
Shankar re}%rises her role as Priya Avudhuri. '

Composer Ishaan Chhabra returns for the sequel, while cinematography will be handled by Mukes V.

The first season followed investigative journalist Sagar as he encountered a mysterious newspaper that

predicted a series of deaths around him, leading to a chilling supernatural mystery intertwined with
uestions of journalistic ethics. After the success of Thandel, Naga Chaitanya is also preparing for
rushakarma, directed by Karthik Varma Dandu, and another project with director Shiva Nirvana.

The Supreme Court on Friday declined to grant bail to
YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra, who 1s facing espionage charges
for allegedly passing sensitive information to Pakistani in-
telligence operatives. A Bench of Justices Dipankar Datta
and Satish Chandra Sharma refused to interfere, meaning
Malhotra will continue to remain in custody. Investigators
allege that the YouTuber, who ran the channel "Travel with
Jo", established contacts with Pakistani officials and intel-
ligence operatives during her visits to Pakistan. The probe
claims she shared information, photographs and videos of
strategic locations through online platforms. The case was
registered by Haryana Police in May 2025 under provi-
sions of the Official Secrets Act and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. A chargesheet running nearly 2,500 pages was
filed last year, with investigators claiming to have gathered
substantial digital evidence supporting the allegations.
Malhotra has denied the charges and argued that she was
falsely implicated, but both the Punjab and Haryana High
I(ljoué‘t %n now the Supreme Court have refused to grant
er bail.

Anaswara Joins Megal 58

Malayalam actress Anaswara
Rajan has joined the cast of
Megastar Chiranjeevi’s up-
coming action entertainer,
tentatively titled Megal58.
The film, directed by Bobby
Kolli, has entered a new
shoo.tingr schedule in Pol-
lachi, Tamil Nadu. Key
scenes featuring Chiranjeevi
and the principal cast are cur-
rently being filmed. The
makers recently welcomed

Anaswara Raf]an to the proj-

!
ect, marking her Telugu film \ }

debut. The actress is known for her performances in sev-
eral successful Malayalam films. Produced by KVN Pro-
ductions, the film marks the second collaboration between
Chiranjeevi and Bobby Kolli after the success of Waltair
Veerayya. The project boasts a strong technical team, with
S. Thaman composing the music, while c1nemat0%ra%1y is
handled by Vijay Kartik Kannan. Art direction is by Kolla
Avinash and editing by Antony Ruben. The film has gen-
erated considerable buzz since its announcement on Chi-
ranjeevi’s birthday last year. Recently, the actor shared a
workout video showcasing his preparation for the role,
hinting at a physically demanding character in the high-
octane entertainer. The first-look announcement poster fea-
tured a blood-stained axe with the tagline “The blade that
set the bloody benchmark,” indicating an intense action-
&acked narrative. The film is being produced by Venkat K.
arayana under KVN Productions.

Hindi 'Drishyam 3’
Gets New Twist

Mumbai, June 5: The Hindi
version of Drishyam 3 will

take a different narrative
counterpart, with the mak-
ers reportedly introducing
major changes to the stor.%/-
i / :

retaining the essence of the , o s
(flranchlse. Accordlnlgkto 1}r11- 4 i

ustry sources, unlike the ~ _
first two Hindi adaptations URISHYA 3
original Malayalam films, 2 ~
Drishyam 3 has been sig- =~
nificantly reworked to suit Hindi audiences. The film re-
Saran. The cast has been strengthened with the addition of
Jaideep Ahlawat and Prakash Raj in key roles. Director
Abhishek Pathak earlier said that while the Malayalam
Hindi adaptation has been developed as a family thriller.
Another notable change is in the music department, with
acclaimed composer Ravi Basrur, known for films such as
duced by Panorama Studios and 1Eresented by Star Studios,
the film is written by Abhishek Pathak, Aamil Keeyan
Khan and Parveez Shaikh. Drishyam 3 is scheduled for a

path from its Malayalam

line and plot twists wh

that closely followed the

unites Ajay DCVEH with franchise regulars Tabu and Shriya
film functions primarily as an emotional family drama, the
KGF, Salaar and Toxic, composing the soundtrack. Pro-
theatrical release on October 2, 2026.
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