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New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi made
a slew of announcements
aimed at Gen Z and Gen
Alpha in his Independence
Day address on Saturday,
placing young Indians at
the centre of the country’s
journey towards a “Viksit
Bharat” by 2047 while
highlighting the opportuni-
ties and challenges con
fronting them. Among the
initiatives announced
were free online coaching
for competitive examina-
tions, artificial intelligence
training for one crore
youth, a nationwide sports
talent hunt for children and

Issue No. 188

a voluntary civil defence
network. Modi also high-
lighted opportunities for
young Indians in manufac-
turing, space, nuclear en-
ergy, semiconductors and
emerging technologies,
describing them as both
the architects and benefi-
ciaries of India's transfor-
mation.

Announcing that one
crore youth would be
trained in Al skills within a
year, Modi said the gov-
ernment wanted children
to develop an interest in
technology from an early
age and equip young Indi-
ans to lead globally in
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emerging technologies.
The free online coaching
initiative, he said, would
use India's digital public
infrastructure and teach-
ers to provide competitive
examination preparation
nationwide, reducing the
financial burden on
middle-class families. He
also announced a nation-
wide sports talent hunt for
children aged five to 15,
with talent to be identified
in villages and schools
and trained for national
and internation al compe-
titions. Modi said another
five to eight semiconduc-
tor plants were expected
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to come up over the next
seven to eight years.
India would also work
towards achieving 100
GW of nuclear power ca-
pacity by 2047, with five
new nuclear reactors
planned within this de-
cade. Highlighting the ex-
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pansion of India’s startup
ecosystem to 2.5 lakh
registered entities over the
past decade, he referred
to the ?1-lakh-cr ore re-
search and innovation
fund and initiatives such
as Skill India, Khelo India,
the National Drone Policy,

private participation in
space and the National
Education Policy.

He said the number of
universities had risen
from fewer than 350 to
nearly 1,000 and medical
colleges from fewer than
400 to around 850. More
than 10,000 At al Tinker-
ing Labs, he said, were
helping build an innovation
ecosystem among young
people.

Alongside these oppor-
tunities, the PM flagged
challenges ranging from
Maoist extremism and
drug abuse to national
security. Stating that
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armed Maoist extremism
was nearing its end, Modi
called for identifying and
isolating "dimaagi Naxals",
whom he accused of
seeking opportunities to
create violence and anar-
chy and mislead young
people. He also called for
collective action against
drug abuse and urged
families to participate in
the 100-day nationwide
Nasha Mukt Yuva Abhiyan.
Against the backdrop of
changing forms of warfare
and threats to critical in-
frastructure, Modi an-
nounced the creation of a
modern voluntary civil de-
fence net work.

Telangana Governor Galls
for Collective Participation
|n Bulldlng Viksit Bnarat

Hyderabad: Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla on
Saturday called upon every citizen to contribute to the build-
ing of a developed and self-reliant India, drawing inspiration
from the sacrifices, courage and patriotism of the freedom
fighters.

The Governor was speaking after unfurling the national
flag at the 80th Independence Day celebrations held at Lok
Bhavan here. He also received the ceremonial salute from
the police personnel.

The Governor’s spouse Janaki Shukla, Special Chief Sec-
retary to the Governor M. Dana Kishore, Joint Secretary K.
Shashikiranachary, and officers and employees of Lok Bhavan
participated in the celebrations.

Extending his greetings to the people of Telangana and
the nation on the occasion, Shukla recalled the immense
sacrifices made by freedom fighters and national leaders in
securing India’s independence.

He said their courage, sacrifice and patriotism should
continue to inspire the nation in its journey towards a devel-
oped and self-reliant India.

The Governor said India’s strength lies in its unity in diver-
sity and that the country, by upholding these values, contin-
ues to provide direction and inspiration to the world.

India, as the world’s largest democracy, is moving rapidly
towards becoming the world’s third-largest economy, he said,
adding that the country was progressing with confidence to-
wards the goal of Viksit Bharat.

Describing Telangana as an important growth engine in
the country’s development journey, hri Shukla said Hyderabad
had established itself as one of India’s prominent growth cen-
tres. Though Telangana is a young State, it has earned a
distinct identity within a relatively short period, he said.

The transformation in the agriculture sector through irriga-
tion projects, coupled with Hyderabad’s growing presence in
information technology, Artificial Intelligence, pharmaceuticals
and biotechnology, was contributing to the State’s develop-
ment.

Telangana, he said, was emerging as a global centre for
innovation, technology and development. The Governor
stressed that economic and technological progress must go
hand in hand with social well-being and youth empowerment.

He said making programmes such as TB Mukt Bharat
and Nasha Mukt Bharat into broad-based public movements
in Telangana was among his priorities. He called upon citi-
zens, institutions and the youth to participate actively in ef-
forts to eliminate diseases such as tuberculosis and protect
young people from drug abuse.

Shukla also underscored the importance of national se-
curity and paid tribute to the valour and sacrifices of the armed
forces and security personnel serving continuously along the
country’s borders.

Their vigilance, dedication and sacrifice, he said, enabled
the nation to move forward on the path of development with
confidence and without fear.

Hyderabad: Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
on Saturday said the fruits of the Congress
government’s 32 months of hard work were be-
coming visible across Telangana, with record job
creation, a surge in investments, major infrastruc-
ture projects and an expanded welfare network
driving the state’s growth. He said Telangana’s
per capita income had reached ?4,18,931 in
2025-26, according to the latest RBI statistics,
91 per cent higher than the national average.

Addressing the Independence Day celebra-
tions after hoisting the National Flag at Golconda
Fort, Revanth Reddy said the government had

demonstrated that welfare and development i

could move together while creating employment
in both government and private sectors. He said
the government would not compromise on se-
curing Telangana'’s rightful share of Krishna and
Godavari waters and would complete pending ir-
rigation projects, including Thummadihatti and

Palamuru-Rangareddy.

Revanth Reddy said more than 72,000 gov-
ernment jobs had been filled after completing
recruitment for Group-l, Il, I, IV posts and via
the Mega DSC, while notifications had been is-
sued for another 456 posts through TGPSC and
7,437 posts through the Police Recruitment
Board. The Young India Skills University (YISU)
had trained 1,190 youth in advanced skills, with
838 securing jobs, while 40,000 youth partici-
pated in job fairs under the 99-day Praja Palana-
Pragathi programme and 5,700 found employ-
ment. Sixty-five government ITls and 57 polytech-
nics were being upgraded into Advanced Tech-

nology Centres.

The Chief Minister said Telangana had at-
tracted ?1.29 lakh crore in investments through
TG-iPASS, creating potential employment for
more than 78,000 people, while MoUs worth
?5.75 lakh crore were signed at the Telangana
Rising Global Summit-2025. The state would host
the global summit again this year to showcase

investment opportunities. He said Telangana had emerged as a
top achiever in business reforms and was targeting new opportu-
nities in life sciences, semiconductors, electronics and advanced
manufacturing through the Next-Gen Life Sciences Policy-2026.

The IT sector remained a major engine of growth, with exports
reaching ?3.97 lakh crore in 2025-26 and direct employment ris-
ing to 12.14 lakh. Hyderabad now had more than 355 global capa-
bility centres, including 40 established in 2026 alone. Telangana
was also emerging as a major destination for data centres, cloud
computing and artificial intelligence, with Amazon announcing an
additional $7 billion investment. A major hyperscale, Al-ready cloud
infrastructure campus was coming up in Bharat Future City and
Chandanvelly.

On infrastructure, Revanth Reddy said Telangana was com-
peting not with other States but with the world. Projects included
the 360-km Regional Ring Road, 6,092 km of roads under HAM
and radial road networks, and 122.9 km of new Metro Rail corri-
dors under Phase-Il. The government was also prioritising the re-
vival of Mamnoor airport and development of a joint-use airfield at
Adilabad. HYDRAA was protecting lakes, drains and government
land, while the Musi rejuvenation programme covered 55 km, with
39 STPs and plans to divert 2.5 tmc ft of Godavari water to the
river.

He said the government was simultaneously strengthening
farmer welfare, having waived crop loans up to ?2 lakh for more
than 25 lakh families, provided over 736,000 crore under Rythu
Bharosa and spent nearly ?1.70 lakh crore on agriculture and
allied welfare in 32 months. Telangana had surpassed Punjab in

paddy cultivation and yield and pro-
cured a record 81.12 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy through 8,575 centres.

The government’s welfare initiatives,
he said, included free RTC travel for
women, free power up to 200 units for
53.09 lakh families, ?500 gas cylinders
for 42.90 lakh families, new smart ra-
tion cards, fine rice for 93 lakh fami-
lies, and 4.5 lakh Indiramma houses
in the first phase, besides another 2.5
lakh sanctioned houses. One lakh
Indiramma houses were also being
constructed in Hyderabad. Social se-
curity pensions were being provided to
43 lakh people, with another 2.25 lakh
beneficiaries to be added.

The Chief Minister said Telangana
was also pursuing social justice
through SC sub-categorisation and leg-
islation seeking 42 per cent reserva-
tion for BCs, while minimum wages had
been revised for 1.11 crore workers. In
education, 105 Young India Integrated
Residential Schools had been sanc-
tioned, while scholarships and fee re-
imbursement were supporting 11 lakh
students. Arogyasri coverage had been
doubled to ?10 lakh, with new hospi-
tals and medical colleges strengthen-
ing public healthcare.

He said the government’s long-term
Telangana Rising-2047 vision aimed to
make the State a $1 trillion economy
by 2034 and a $3 trillion economy by
2047, raise its share of national GDP
to 10 per cent and develop Bharat Fu-
ture City as a net-zero smart city and
global hub for Al, data centres, ad-
vanced manufacturing, research and
innovation.

Welfare Schemes AIIII TII BI‘I!IlIlBII lwes 0[ Poor: Ponguleti

HANAMKONDA: Revenue and
housing minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said the
government’s objective was to en-
sure food security and provide ev-
ery eligible poor family with a
house.

Ponguleti, along with Warangal
MP Kadiam Kavya, MLC
Baswaraju Saraiah, MLAs Nayini
Rajender Reddy and K.R. Nagaraj
and Collector Chahat Bajpai, dis-
tributed smart ration cards to ben-
eficiaries.

Speaking at a smart ration card
distribution programme at
Ambedkar Bhavan in Hanamkonda
on Saturday, The minister said the
government was implementing
several welfare measures, includ-

ing the supply of fine rice, free electricity, Indiramma houses and
educational support. He said 4.50 lakh Indiramma houses had been
sanctioned across the State, while another 2.50 lakh houses were
being provided in the second phase. The government would con-
tinue its efforts until every eligible poor family had a house, he said.

The new smart ration cards carry QR codes, enabling benefi-

ciaries to obtain essential com-
modities from ration shops in
nearby areas, Ponguleti said.

He said the government was
focusing on development along-
side welfare and announced that
an underground drainage project
costing around Rs.5,700 crore
was being taken up in Warangal.

Kadiam Kavya said the gov-
ernment was working to acceler-
ate Warangal’s development
through major projects, including
Mamnoor airport, the railway
coach factory, the Mega Textile
Park and the underground drain-
age project. MLAs Nayini Rajender
Reddy and K.R. Nagaraj said the
government was according high
priority to the welfare of the poor
and weaker sections.
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Naidu Says Modri's Viksit Bharat, AP's Swarna

VIJAYAWADA: Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on
Saturday called upon the 5.5 crore people of Andhra
Pradesh to collectively resolve and transform the state from
development to prosperity, making AP a leading state of
India by 2047.

Addressing the 80th Independence Day celebrations at
Amaravati after unfurling the National Flag and receiving
the ceremonial salute, the CM said freedom enjoyed by
Indians is a result of decades of struggle and sacrifices by
countless freedom fighters. He urged people to think about
what they could contribute to the nation, though individual
achievements are also part of nation-building.

“Let us work with nationalistic spirit and patriotism and
make the country and Andhra Pradesh number one by
2047,” Chandrababu Naidu said, calling for sustained ef-
forts over the next 20 years. He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of a Viksit Bharat and the state’s
Swarna Andhra goals are complementary.

The Chief Minister declared that the previous govern-
ment had pushed the state 30 years back through arro-
gance, inefficiency, corruption, and anarchy, weakening
institutions and damaging the economy. The coalition gov-
ernment had taken up the task of rebuilding the state and
had brought visible change in 26 months, he maintained.

Naidu asserted that the NDA alliance government is
steering AP from destruction to development, crisis to sta-
bility, and uncertainty to confidence. The state’s growth
rate had risen to 11.3 per cent, while debt restructuring of
370 loans has helped save 8,269 crore in interest bur-
den. In 26 months, "1.50 lakh crore have been spent on
welfare and "1.34 lakh crore on development.

The AP CM said the state government has filled 15,941

Andhra Gomplementary

teacher posts despite hurdles to the Mega DSC. He promised to conduct

DSC recruitment every year, pointing out that a job calendar with 10,000
posts has already been released this year.

Naidu mentioned that 28 new industrial policies have been introduced
and agreements have been signed for investments worth “24 lakh crore.
Approvals have been given for industries worth “14 lakh crore, which are
expected to generate 11 lakh jobs. Foreign direct investment has increased
six-and-a-half times in two years.

Naidu said nearly "25,000 crore have been spent on irrigation projects
in 26 months. An irrigation calendar has been issued to complete 36 ma-
jor projects at a cost of "35,000 crore over the next three years. 89 per
cent of Polavaram works have been completed and the project would be
dedicated to the nation before the Pushkarams next year. Vamsadhara-
Nagavali River-Linking Project is 73 per cent complete, while the Veligonda

Phase-I works would soon fulfil a 30-year-old dream.

The CM spoke about Greenfield ports at Ramayapatnam,
Machilipatnam, and Mulapeta progressing rapidly, while
modern fishing harbours are being built at Juvvaladinne,
Nizampatnam, Machilipatnam, and Uppada. The state has
'64,000-crore worth railway works and "38,000-crore worth
highway projects under execution. Amaravati, being devel-
oped as a blue-green, deep-tech, carbon-neutral, and pollu-
tion-free global city, would symbolise the self-respect of the
people of AP.

Naidu said the state government is working towards
women’s economic empowerment by marketing their prod-
ucts under the Swayam brand. Tourism had been accorded
industry status, attracting "19,390 crore in investments in
two years.

The Chief Minister underlined that every farmer would
receive '20,000 under Annadata Sukhibhava, while modern
technology is being introduced in agriculture. State govern-
ment is planning to develop Rayalaseema into a horticulture
hub with an investment of "1 lakh crore and establish an
Indian School of Agriculture.

Naidu underlined that the government has adopted “people
first” governance, strengthened public safety, and given po-
lice the freedom to act against crime. The Eagle Task Force
is cracking down on ganja and drugs, he stated.

Earlier, contingents of APSP, CRPF, Karnataka Police,
NCC, and Scouts participated in the parade and presented
a ceremonial salute. Government departments showcased
colourful tableaux highlighting development initiatives.

The CM later presented police medals to officers and
personnel for distinguished service.

India Poised to Lead World: Pawan Kalyan

KAKINADA: Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan said India was
steadily emerging as a
stronger, more capable
and self-reliant nation and
was poised to lead the
world, with the responsi-
bility of carrying the jour-
ney forward resting par-
ticularly on the younger
generation.

Addressing the 80th
Independence Day cel-
ebrations in Kakinada on
Saturday after unfurling
the National Flag and re-
ceiving the guard of
honour, Pawan Kalyan
said the occasion was
significant as India
marked eight decades of
Independence. One gen-
eration had fought for free-
dom, another had safe-
guarded it and the
present generation had
the responsibility of
strengthening nation-
building, he said.

He said the National
Song ‘Vande Mataram’
was completing 150 years
this year and called upon
people to give true mean-
ing to the freedom se-
cured through the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters.

Pawan Kalyan said
Kakinada had a special
place in the freedom
movement as the All In-
dia Congress Session
held there in 1923 contrib-
uted to the growth of na-
tional consciousness.

Referring to the chal-
lenges faced by the
coastal region, including
cyclones, sea erosion
and heavy rains, he said
fishermen, farmers, weav-
ers, workers and youth

continued to contribute to
society through their
daily efforts. Their contri-
bution was an integral
part of nation-building, he
said.

He said Andhra
Pradesh was playing a
key role in Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047
through coordination be-
tween the Central and
State governments. He
said the State had re-
ceived "4,597 crore as its
share of advance tax
funds released recently
by the Centre.

Pawan Kalyan said
the government was im-
proving connectivity in
tribal areas under the
Adavitalli Bata
programme, with 2,310
km of roads being taken
up at a cost of "2,078
crore. Of this, 905 km
had already been com-
pleted, he said.

He said unfinished
drinking water projects in
Pulivendula, Dhone and
Uddanam were being
completed under
programmes including Jal

Jeevan Mission and
AMRUT. Mega Water
Grid works were also be-
ing accelerated in
Chittoor, Prakasam,

Palnadu and the erst-
while Godavari districts to
provide drinking water to
1.3 crore people at a cost
of *8,000 crore.

The government had
also launched 10 Mega
Multi-Village Schemes
worth 79,335 crore to pro-
vide drinking water to
nearly 6,500 villages, he
said.

Pawan said forest and
environmental conserva-
tion efforts were being
strengthened through sci-
entific methods, technol-
ogy and public participa-
tion, with a target of plant-
ing 10 crore saplings.

District collector
Harendhira Prasad, SP G.
Bindu Madhav and others
were present. Pawan
Kalyan’s wife Anna
Lezhneva also attended
the celebrations.

29 Serving, Retired Telangana Police Personnel
Honoured on |III|BI]BIII|EIII:B Day

Hyderabad: Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy on
Saturday honoured 25
serving and retired police
personnel with awards for
their outstanding and
meritorious services on
Independence Day.

The awardees in-
cluded ACB director
Avinash Mohanty;
EAGLE Force additional
SP P. Krishna Murthy;
3rd TGSP commandant
Syed Jameel Basha;
IT&C inspector N. Gnana
Sundari; Intelligence IGP
Kartikey; DGP office SP
K. Ram Kumar;
Cyberabad DCP, crimes,
A. Muthyam Reddy’
ISW, intelligence, DSP
K.V. Ramana; CAR
Headquarters,
Cyberabad, ACP A.
Venugopal; Karimnagar
Rural inspector Anumala
Niranjan Reddy.

Other awardees were lkram AB Khan, Gunti
Venkateshwarlu, A. Laxmaiah, Abdul Rafeeq,
Srinivasa Mishra, Komarabbtini Ramu, Kunchala
Balakashaiah, Mohd. Fazlur Rahman, Ranveer
Singh Thakur, Peter Joseph Bahadur, Mohd.
Moinullah Khan, V. Pathya Naik and Md Ayoob
Khan. M. Venkateswar Goud was honoured with
the Medal for Gallantry, while D. Pratap, DSP, re-
ceived the Mukhyamantri Sarvonnatha Police
Pathakam on the occasion of Formation Day-2026.
The honours recognised the dedication, courage
and exemplary service of police personnel in main-
taining law and order, protecting citizens and con-
tributing to the effective functioning of the police

department.

Visakhapatnam:
Chandrapalem High
School, said to be the
largest high school in
the state with an enrol-
ment of 3,200 stu-
dents, came under
scrutiny after the Na-
tional Flag was report-
edly hoisted upside
down during the Inde-
pendence Day cel-

ebrations on the
school premises on
Saturday.

Bheemili MLA

Ganta Srinivasa Rao
expressed serious dis-
pleasure over the inci-
dent and ordered a
comprehensive inquiry
into the lapse.

The MLA also ob-
jected to the mannerin

which the Independence Day programme was
conducted, alleging that members of the School
Management Committee and other prominent
local representatives were not invited to the cel-
ebrations.

He criticised the conduct of headmaster
Venkata Rao and directed regional joint director
Vijay Bhaskar and district educational officer
Prem Kumar to conduct a detailed inquiry and
submit a report at the earliest.

Ganta said he would bring the matter to the
notice of Minister Nara Lokesh and seek the
appointment of one of the three shortlisted can-
didates as the new headmaster to ensure the
smooth functioning of the institution.

AP Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan Highlights
India’s Journey slnce Indenendence

Kakinada: Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan
participated in the Inde-
pendence Day celebra-

tions in Kakinada and &

hoisted the national flag. &
Speaking on the oc-

casion, Pawan Kalyan |,

said the country is cel-
ebrating 150 years of the

national song, Vande Mataram. Reflecting on India’s eight-decade jour-
ney, Pawan Kalyan said one generation fought for the country’s indepen-
dence, another safeguarded it, while the next laid the foundations for
nation-building. He said India is now moving towards becoming a strong,
capable and self-reliant nation. He emphasised that it is the collective
responsibility of the people to accelerate this journey and help the coun-

try achieve its goals.

Tirupati: Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
chairman B.R. Naidu said serving devotees visiting
Tirumala from across the world was the organisation’s
primary mission and protecting Sanatana Dharma
remained its foremost commitment.

On the occasion of the 80th Independence Day,
Naidu hoisted the National Flag and received the
guard of honour at the TTD Parade Grounds in Tirupati
on Saturday.

Addressing the gathering, Naidu said TTD was
working to spread the glory of Lord Venkateswara

globally while giving priority to education, healthcare
and religious services. He said efforts would continue
to improve pilgrim services and uphold the principle
that service to humanity was service to God.

He said a modern Annaprasadam kitchen was
being planned at a cost of *120 crore with donor sup-
port. The SV Museum at Tirumala, developed at a
cost of "145 crore, would soon showcase the ser-
vices, festivals and jewellery of Lord Venkateswara
through 3D and 7D presentations. Srivari temples
were also being developed in several cities, while the

Amaravati temple was being developed at a cost of

140 crore. He warned that TTD would take legal ac-
tion against false propaganda that hurt devotees’ sen-
timents.

On the occasion, 38 officers and 281 employees,
besides six employees each from SVIMS and SVBC,
were honoured for outstanding service. They received
five-gram Srivari silver dollars and appreciation certifi-
cates, while cash awards were given to 62 meritori-
ous children of employees.
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responsibly

Baldia Special Officer/Hanumakonda Collector Chahat Bajpai
Special Officer hoisted the flag at the Baldia headquarters
Officers presented certificates of appreciation to the staff who
provided the best services

[ e ] k.'

Warangal : Baldia Special Officer/Hanumakonda
Collector Chahat Bajpai opined that the officers and
staff working in the Greater Warangal Municipal Cor-
poration should work responsibly.

He attended the program organized on Saturday
to commemorate the 80th Independence Day at the
Baldia headquarters premises as the chief guest in
the status of a special officer and hoisted the na-
tional flag, offered salute, and sang the national an-
them and the state anthem. Speaking at a meeting
organized on this occasion, the Special Officer/Dis-
trict Collector said, "Remembering the sacrifices of
the freedom fighters, we called upon them to practice
the patriotism and spirit of service they showed in our
lives. We are working hard to take GWMC forward on
the path of further development with the participation
of the people." “Remembering the rights and respon-
sibilities that independence has given us, the Collec-

e -

tor wished that everyone
should be a partner in
building a clean, safe and
developed society.

Later, the Special Of-
ficer and Commissioner
jointly presented certifi-
cates of appreciation to
several officers and staff
who provided excellent
services.

On behalf of
Hanamkonda district,
Additional Commissioner
Jona, Deputy Commis-
sioner Birru Srinivas,
Deputy Engineer Roja
Rani and Sanitary Inspec-
tor CH Raju received cer-
tificates of appreciation
from Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy regarding
the GWMC area. On be-
half of Warangal district,
Sanitary Supervisor
Golkonda Srinivas of
GWMC was selected as
the best employee and
received a certificate of
appreciation from Minis-
ter Surekha.

Additional Commis-
sioner Jona, Superinten-
dent Raj Kumar, Chief
Health Officer Dr. Raja
Reddy, In-charge City
Planner Ravinder
Radekar, Accounts Of-
ficer Shiva Lingam, DFO
Shankar Lingam, In-
charge CHO Laxma
Reddy, Deputy Commis-
sioners Prasanna Rani,
Sammaiya Birru Srinivas,
Secretary Anil Babu and
others participated.

80th Independence Day Celebrations
Held Grandly in Nagarkurnool

Nagarkurnool : The 80th Independence Day celebrations were held with great
enthusiasm and patriotic fervour across Nagarkurnool district. District Collector
Hemanta Keshav Patil hoisted the National Flag at the Collectorate. Later, Dis-
trict Superintendent of Police Dr. Sangram Singh G. Patil hoisted the National

Flag at the SP Office.

The main celebrations were held at the Police Parade Ground, where State
Planning Commission Vice-Chairman Dr. G. Chinna Reddy unfurled the National
Flag. Nagarkurnool MP Dr. Mallu Ravi, MLA Kuchukulla Rajesh Reddy and MLA

Vamshi Krishna attended the programme.

The celebrations featured an impressive police parade followed by a colourful
display of tableaux presented by various government departments. Cultural per-
formances by students added further enthusiasm to the celebrations.

The programme also included the presentation of awards to officials, employ-
ees, students and others who had excelled in various fields. Independence Day
celebrations were also organised grandly at several government schools and
government colleges across the district, with students and teachers participating

enthusiastically in patriotic programmes

MINISTER AND MINISTER IN-CHARGE OF THE JOINT WARANGAL DISTRICT
PONGULETI SRINIVAS REDDY UNFURLED THE NATIONAL FLAG

Hanamakonda
India's 80th Indepen-
dence Day celebra-
tions were held on Sat-
urday at the Police
Parade Grounds in the
Hanmakonda district

center. The chief
guest of the celebra-
tions was the Minister
for Revenue, Housing,
Information and Public
Relations, Minister in-
charge of the joint
Warangal district
Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, who unfurled
the national flag and
received a police sa-

lute.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Minister
said that the state gov-
ernment is working to
commemorate the
sacrifices of the free-
dom fighters and in line
with their aspirations,
giving top priority to
public welfare and de-
velopment. He ex-
plained the various de-
velopment and welfare
programs undertaken
by the government in
Hanmakonda district
and the progress
achieved. He said that

the government is con-
stantly working to pro-
vide better infrastruc-
ture and quality civil
services to the people.

Later, he extended
his greetings to the
people on the occasion
of Independence Day.
He called on everyone
to fulfill their responsi-
bility for the compre-
hensive development
of the country.

On this occasion,
Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy, MP,
MLAs, MLCs and other
public representatives
paid tribute to the free-
dom fighters and their
family members. He
praised the sacrifices
and services they
made for the country's
independence as
memorable.

The stalls and exhi-
bitions of development
programs organized
under the auspices of
various government
departments were a
special attraction. The
departments of Agri-
culture, Panchayat
Raj, Medical and
Health, Fisheries,
Housing, Education,

GWMC, Revenue and
Animal Husbandry ex-
plained the programs
being implemented by

their departments
through stalls and ex-
hibitions.

Similarly, the patri-
otic and cultural pro-
grams organized by
the students of gov-
ernment  schools
added more charm to
the celebrations and
impressed the audi-
ence.

Later, Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy presented cer-
tificates of apprecia-
tion to the officers and

Baswaraju Saraiah,
Warangal West MLA
Nayini Rajender
Reddy, Vardhannapet
MLA KR Nagaraju,
Warangal Police Com-
missioner Shwetha,
Hanamkonda District
Collector Chahat
Bajpayee, GWMC
Commissioner T.
Venkanna, Kakatiya
Urban Development
Authority Chairman
Inagala Venkatrami
Reddy, DCP Dhara
Kavitha, Adanav Col-
lector Ravi, DRO
Srinivas, public repre-
sentatives, district of-
ficials of various de-

employees who
showed excellent per-
formance in the perfor-
mance of their duties.

Warangal MP Dr.
Kadiyam Kavya, MLC

partments, city digni-
taries, students and
people participated in
this program in large
numbers.

Smart Ration Cards Launched | 3,14,308 Cards Issued | Minister Tummala Calls for Welfare Benefits to Reach
the Eligible | Focus on Education and District Development

KOTHAGUDEM |
AUGUST 15, 2026:
State Agriculture, Co-
operation, Marketing
and Handlooms Minis-
ter Tummala
Nageswara Rao di-
rected officials to en-
sure that government
welfare benefits reach
every eligible poor fam-
ily. He made it clear
that eligible beneficia-
ries should not be left
out and ineligible per-
sons should not con-
tinue receiving free
welfare benefits.

Speaking at the
Smart Ration Card dis-
tribution programme
held at Kothagudem
Club on Saturday, the
Minister said, “Do not
leave out the eligible
and do not provide free
welfare benefits to the
ineligible.” He ap-
pealed to those who
are no longer eligible
for food security ben-
efits to voluntarily re-
turn their ration cards
to the government.

The Minister said
the government was
giving top priority to
food security and pro-
viding six kilograms of
free rice per month to
every member of eli-
gible families. He said
quality fine rice was
being supplied to en-
sure that genuine poor
families receive proper
food security.

Focus on Educa-
tion

Minister Tummala
said the government
was taking steps to es-
tablish Young India In-

B scomompione )
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tegrated Schools across aII constltuenC|es in the
district. He stressed the importance of quality edu-
cation for children from poor families and said
Ekalavya, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas and
Gurukul schools were providing quality educa-
tion to poor and tribal students.

Development of Bhadradri Kothagudem

The Minister said Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
trict had immense potential in natural resources,
forests, tribal culture, industries and agriculture.
He called upon public representatives to work
together for the comprehensive development of

all five constituencies.

He said 7420 crore had been sanctioned for
the Kothagudem bypass road. He also said ef-
forts were being made to establish an airport af-
ter examining the identified site and preparing a

feasibility report.
A new national

highway connecting

Kothagudem with Hyderabad had also been sanc-
tioned, while the Pandurangapuram—Malkangiri
railway line would further strengthen railway con-
nectivity in the district, he said.

Sitarama Project to Benefit Three Lakh

Acres

Minister Tummala said the government was
taking steps to provide irrigation facilities to all
five constituencies through the Sitarama Lift Irri-

gation Project.

He said funds had been made available for
land acquisition and tenders were ready in ar-
eas where land acquisition had been completed.
The project, once completed, would increase the
cultivated area and improve the economic con-

dition of farmers.

He said nearly three lakh acres could receive
irrigation by filling tanks through the Sitarama
Project and urged public representatives to
speed up land acquisition for the distribution ca-

nals.

“Political Positions Are Temporary, Devel-
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opment Works Are Permanent”

The Minister said special attention was being
given to the development of Kothagudem town.
Infrastructure was being strengthened in view of
the proposed corporation, and approval had
been given for a new bus stand.

“Political positions are not permanent. Devel-
opment works done for the people remain per-
manent,” Minister Tummala said, urging public
representatives to use their positions for public
service.

3,14,308 Smart Ration Cards Issued

District Collector Ankit said a total of 3,14,308
laminated Smart PDS Ration Cards had been is-
sued across the district’s five constituencies.

Constituency-wise, 86,001 cards were issued
in Kothagudem, 76,321 in Pinapaka, 41,291 in
Bhadrachalam, 65,484 in Aswaraopeta and
45,211 in lllendu.

The Collector said Smart Ration Cards would
ensure transparent recording of beneficiary de-
tails and help eligible families receive government
welfare schemes effectively.

He also advised farmers to choose crops re-
quiring less water in view of the lower water stor-
age levels in district tanks due to deficient rain-
fall.

Later, Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao dis-
tributed Smart Ration Cards to beneficiaries from
the five constituencies.

Kothagudem MLA Koonamneni Sambasiva
Rao, Bhadrachalam MLA Tellam Venkata Rao,
Pinapaka MLA Payam Venkateshwarlu, lllendu
MLA Koram Kanakaiah, Kothagudem Corpora-
tion Mayor Ganesh, District Library Organisation
Chairman Pasupuleti Veerababu, Additional Col-
lector Venugopal, Kothagudem Sub-Collector
Mrunal Shresta, Additional Collector Vidya
Chandana, Zilla Parishad CEO Nagalakshmi, Civil
Supplies officials, public representatives, ration
dealers, beneficiaries and members of the pub-
lic participated in the programme.
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INDIA'S INNOVATION
CHALLENGE REMAINS

Though India has emerged as one
of the world’s largest producers of
scientific publications and patent fil-
ings, it continues to lag behind in re-
search spending relative to the size
of its economy. One of the reasons
for this poor performance, compared
with other major economies, is that
R&D spending has traditionally been
the exclusive domain of the public
sector since independence, and the
private industry was largely insulated
from innovation. However, a positive
shift is happening now. The latest re-
port by the Department of Science
and Technology on India’s research
profile reveals a major milestone. For
the first time in the country’s history,
private industrys share of the Gross
Expenditure on Research and Devel-
opment (GERD) stood at 51.8% in
2023-24, overtaking the combined
spending of the central and State gov-
ernments. This significant jump from
45.5% in 2021-22 is a welcome de-
velopment. According to the Economic
Survey 2025-26, India s GERD stands
at roughly 0.64% of GDP — a figure
that has been virtually stagnant for
more than a decade and is dwarfed
by those of Israel (5%), South Korea
(4.8—4.9%), the United States (3.5%),
Japan (3.3%), and China (2.4%). The
R&D spending hovered in the range
of 0.6% to 0.85% for nearly 20 years
despite India’s economy growing sev-
eral-fold. The optics of private indus-
try crossing the 50% threshold are
encouraging, and they do bring In-
dia structurally closer to advanced
economies where business enterprise
typically funds 70-80% of national
R&D.South Asians & Diaspora

While the private sector's rising
R&D share is a positive and neces-
sary correction to India’s historically
state-dominated research funding
model, it is by itself not sufficient to
close the technology gap with the
countries it wants to compete with.
India crossing the 50% mark in pri-
vate contribution while spending less
than 1% of GDP on R&D is a very
different achievement from the US or
China doing so while spending 2.5-
3.5% of GDP. Understandably, pri-
vate R&D follows sectors that prom-
ise near-term commercial returns:
generic and specialty pharmaceuti-
cals, IT services and software prod-
ucts, automotive components and
EVs, and consumer-facing digital
technologies. These sectors are un-
doubtedly important for boosting ex-
ports and generating employment,
but they are not fully aligned with the
areas most consequential for India's
strategic autonomy and long-term
economic security: semiconductor
fabrication, advanced materials,
critical minerals processing, defence
and aerospace systems, foundational
Al models, and clean energy storage.
A large share of private R&D is con-
centrated in a narrow set of sectors.
Decades of a protected, import-sub-
stituting economy, followed by a ser-
vices- and IT-outsourcing-led growth
model, meant Indian firms could com-
pete and profit without deep in-house
research — unlike Korean or Chinese
firms, which were pushed by export-
oriented industrial policy. Also, pub-
lic research institutions and private
industry have historically operated in
separate silos, with limited co-funded
research or faculty-industry mobility,
unlike the tightly integrated innova-
tion ecosystems of the US or Germany.

Smart Ration Gards Bring Transparency to PDS :

Nizamabad, August 15, 2026 : The Telangana
government’s digital smart ration card distribu-
tion programme was organised on a grand scale
in a festive atmosphere at Bhooma Reddy Con-
vention Hall in Nizamabad on Saturday.

Government Adviser

P. Sudarshan Reddy was the chief guest and
handed over smart ration cards to beneficiaries.
Nizamabad Rural MLA Dr. R. Bhupathi Reddy,
Urban MLA Dhanpal Suryanarayana Gupta ,
Armoor MLA Paidi Rakesh Reddy, Mayor Uma
Rani, State Minorities Commission Chairman
Tariq Ansari, State Urdu Academy Chairman
Taher- Bin-Hamdan, Collector Bhavesh Mishra
and other elected representatives and officials
attended the programme.

The event commenced with the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp, followed by the singing of Jaya
Jayahe Telangana.

Addressing the gathering, Government Adviser

P. Sudarshan Reddy said the State govern-
ment was committed to ensuring food security
and dignity for poor families. Under Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, the government was sup-
plying fine rice through the public distribution sys-
tem to ensure that economically weaker families
received quality food.

He said the digital smart ration cards would
strengthen the public distribution system by im-
proving transparency, accountability and monitor-
ing. Officials were instructed to prevent diversion
of subsidised rice and ensure that the benefits
reached genuine beneficiaries.

Sudarshan Reddy said the smart cards would
also provide greater convenience to beneficiaries,
enabling them to access ration supplies more
easily. He added that the government was con-
tinuing welfare and development initiatives despite
financial challenges, with focus on agriculture,
education, employment, infrastructure and pub-
lic services.

Collector Bhavesh Mishra said approximately
4.77 lakh families in Nizamabad district had been
covered under the smart ration card programme.
He assured that the cards would be distributed in
a planned and transparent manner without leav-
ing out any eligible family.

He explained that the smart cards incorpo-
rated nine security features using modern tech-
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nology. The system would help eliminate fake
and duplicate beneficiaries, prevent irregulari-
ties and ensure that ration benefits reached
eligible families directly.

Nizamabad Rural MLA Dr. Bhupathi Reddy
said the Congress government had imple-
mented several welfare initiatives, including
Rythu Bharosa, Kalyana Lakshmi, free RTC
bus travel for women, 200 units of free power
and fine rice for poor families. He said the in-
troduction of digital ration cards marked an
important step towards technology-based pub-
lic administration.

Urban MLA Dhanpal Suryanarayana Gupta
and Armoor MLA Paidi Rakesh Reddy called
for strict supervision of the public distribution
system to ensure that every eligible family re-
ceived its rightful benefits. They also urged the
authorities to prevent any irregularities in the
distribution of fine rice.

Several public representatives, including
NUDA Chairman Kesha Venu, Market Com-
mittee Chairman Muppa Gangareddy, District
Library Organisation Chairman Anthireddy
Rajireddy, along with senior officials, munici-
pal representatives, ration dealers and ben-
eficiaries participated in the programme.

The large turnout of beneficiaries and the
festive atmosphere marked the launch of the
smart ration card distribution as a significant
step towards a more transparent and technol-
ogy-driven public distribution system.

80th Independence Day Celehrations Held in
Manuguru with Patriotic Spirit

MLA Payam Venkateshwarlu Hoists National Flag at Several Locations

The 80th Independence Day celebrations were
held grandly across Manuguru Mandal on Satur-
day with patriotic fervour, national spirit and en-
thusiasm. Pinapaka MLA Payam Venkateshwarlu
participated in the celebrations held at several
locations in Manuguru town and hoisted the Na-
tional Flag.

The MLA participated in programmes
organised at the 14-Tyre Union Office, Coal Work-
ers’ Office, 12-Tyre Union Office, Gumasta As-
sociation Office and Gandhi Bomma Centre,
among other places. After hoisting the National
Flag, he paid his respects to the Tricolour. The
programmes continued with the singing of the
National Anthem.

Speaking on the occasion, MLA Payam
Venkateshwarlu said that many great leaders had
sacrificed their lives for the freedom of the coun-
try. He said that the freedom enjoyed by people
today is the result of their sacrifices and struggles.
He called upon everyone to remember the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters
and pass their ideals and
spirit of patriotism on to fu-
ture generations.

He said the courage,
sacrifice and patriotism of
the freedom fighters should =~
inspire the younger genera- £~
tion. He urged people to pro- =
tect the unity, integrity an
brotherhood of the nation =i
and move forward as re- i/ i
sponsible citizens. :

Independence should [
not be limited to celebra- F£
tions alone; working re- | :
sponsibly for the develop- FE

e

ment of the nation is the true spirit of patrio-
tism, the MLA said.

He stated that his efforts for the develop-
ment and welfare of the people of Pinapaka
constituency would continue. He assured that
he would work towards resolving public issues,
improving basic infrastructure and taking the
constituency forward in all sectors.

The MLA also called upon workers, trad-
ers, women, youth, farmers, poor people and
those dependent on various occupations in the
Manuguru region to move forward with unity.
He wished that every family should progress
through better education, healthcare, employ-
ment and economic opportunities.

On the occasion of the 80th Independence
Day, MLA Payam Venkateshwarlu conveyed
his heartfelt Independence Day greetings to
the people of the country and the people of
Pinapaka constituency. He wished for the con-
tinued development of the nation and for
peace, happiness and brotherhood among all
citizens.

Mandal and town presidents, district lead-
ers, sarpanches, deputy sarpanches, ward
members, union leaders, Gumasta Associa-
tion representatives, coal workers’ leaders,
women leaders, Congress party leaders, work-
ers, supporters and local residents partici-
pated in the celebrations in large numbers and
marked the 80th Independence Day with pa-
triotic spirit.

Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao High-
lights Irrigation, Roads, Tourism, Agricul-
ture, Education and Healthcare

Bhadradri Kothagudem : State Minister for Agri-
culture, Marketing, Cooperation, Handlooms and Tex-
tiles, Tummala Nageswara Rao, extended his heart-
felt Independence Day greetings to the people of
Bhadradri Kothagudem district on the occasion of the
80th Independence Day.

Paying rich tributes to the great freedom fighters
who sacrificed their lives for the nation, the Minister
said that their ideals should inspire everyone to con-
tribute to the development of the country and protect
democratic and constitutional values.

Priority to Irrigation and Farmers

The Minister said that the government is giving top
priority to irrigation projects aimed at supporting farm-
ers. He highlighted the Sitarama Lift Irrigation Project,
stating that the main canal and three pump houses
have been completed.

Through the Enkoor Link Canal, irrigation water
has been supplied to 1,11,818 acres of Nagarjuna
Sagar ayacut. He said that despite inadequate rain-
fall during the kharif season, Godavari waters were
diverted through the Sitarama project to provide irriga-
tion to farmers and protect their crops.

The project is expected to provide new irrigation
facilities to 1,57,574 acres and stabilize irrigation for
another 42,935 acres in the two districts.

Road and Transport Connectivity

The government is focusing on improving road con-
nectivity across Bhadradri Kothagudem district, the
Minister said.

He stated that the Jagdalpur—Amaravati National
Highway has been completed, while works on the
Kothagudem—Hyderabad road via Valigonda are pro-
gressing.

New proposals have also been prepared for the
Kothagudem-Jaggayyapeta and Bhadrachalam—
Eturnagaram—Koutala roads, besides a double road
connecting Kothagudem—Mulakapalli-Dhammapeta
towards Eluru.

Improved connectivity would boost agriculture, in-
dustries, trade and tourism while creating new em-
ployment opportunities for local youth, he said.

Bhadrachalam to be Developed as a Major Spiri-
tual Tourism Centre

The Minister said that Bhadrachalam is one of the
country's prominent spiritual destinations and attracts
lakhs of devotees every year.

With the upcoming Godavari Pushkarams in mind,
the government is taking up development works to
provide better facilities to devotees visiting
Bhadrachalam from across the country and abroad.

He said that Rs.350 crore has been sanctioned
for the development of the Sri Sitaramachandra
Swamy Temple, and works are being taken up at a
faster pace.

Railway and Airport Connectivity

The Minister said that the railway line from
Pandurangapuram to Malkangiri has been sanctioned
and efforts are being made to complete the works up
to Sarapaka on a priority basis for the convenience of
devotees and the public.

He also said that steps are being taken for land
acquisition and other requirements for establishing a
Greenfield Airport at Kothagudem, based on the fea-
sibility report and recommendations of the concerned
agencies.

Major Push for Farmer Welfare

The Minister said that farmer welfare remains the
first priority of the people's government.

Under the farm loan waiver scheme, 63,614 farm-
ers in the district have benefited from loan waivers
worth Rs.455.33 crore.

He said that Bhadradri Kothagudem is emerging
as an important hub for oil palm and cocoa cultiva-
tion. Oil palm cultivation is already being undertaken
across 91,438 acres in the district.

The government is working to develop Bhadradri
Kothagudem as a major oil palm hub in Telangana
and is also encouraging industries based on cocoa,
chilli and cotton to increase farmers' income and gen-
erate employment.

Welfare Schemes Benefiting Lakhs of People

More than 9.67 lakh people in the district are ben-
efiting from the food security scheme, the Minister
said.

Under the Gruha Jyothi scheme, free electricity
up to 200 units is being provided to 1,88,964 consum-
ers in the district.

Women have also benefited from free bus travel,
with 5.44 crore free journeys recorded in the district
sofar.

Under the Indiramma Housing Scheme, 19,008
houses have been provided to beneficiaries in the dis-
trict.

Focus on Education and Healthcare

The Minister said that construction works for the
Government Medical College and Nursing College are
being carried out at a cost of Rs.230 crore.
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smart Hﬂlll)ll Gards Bring THIIISIHIIBIIGV 10 PDS:

Nizamabad, August 15, 2026 :
The Telangana government’s digi-
tal smart ration card distribution
programme was organised on a
grand scale in a festive atmo-
sphere at Bhooma Reddy Con-
vention Hall in Nizamabad on Sat-
urday.

Government Adviser

P. Sudarshan Reddy was the
chief guest and handed over
smart ration cards to beneficia-
ries. Nizamabad Rural MLADr. R.
Bhupathi Reddy, Urban MLA
Dhanpal Suryanarayana Gupta ,
Armoor MLA Paidi Rakesh Reddy,
Mayor Uma Rani, State Minorities
Commission Chairman Tariq

Ansari, State Urdu Academy Chair-
man Taher- Bin-Hamdan, Collector
Bhavesh Mishra and other elected
representatives and officials at-
tended the programme.

The event commenced with the
lighting of the ceremonial lamp, fol-
lowed by the singing of Jaya Jayahe
Telangana.

Addressing the gathering, Gov-
ernment Adviser

P. Sudarshan Reddy said the
State government was committed
to ensuring food security and dig-
nity for poor families. Under Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, the gov-
ernment was supplying fine rice
through the public distribution sys-

tem to ensure that eco-
nomically weaker
families received qual-
ity food.

He said the digital
smart ration cards
would strengthen the
public distribution sys-
tem by improving
transparency, ac-
countability and moni-
toring. Officials were
instructed to prevent
diversion of
subsidised rice and
ensure that the ben-
efits reached genuine
beneficiaries.

Sudarshan Reddy
said the smart cards
would also provide
greater convenience
to beneficiaries, en-
abling them to access
ration supplies more
easily. He added that
the government was
continuing welfare and
development initiatives
despite financial chal-
lenges, with focus on
agriculture, education,
employment, infra-
structure and public
services.

Collector Bhavesh
Mishra said approxi-
mately 4.77 lakh fami-
lies in Nizamabad dis-
trict had been covered
under the smart ration
card programme. He
assured that the cards
would be distributed in
a planned and trans-
parent manner without
leaving out any eligible
family.

He explained that
the smart cards incor-
porated nine security
features using modern
technology. The sys-
tem would help elimi-
nate fake and duplicate
beneficiaries, prevent
irregularities and en-
sure that ration ben-
efits reached eligible
families directly.

Nizamabad Rural
MLA Dr. Bhupathi
Reddy said the Con-
gress government had
implemented several
welfare initiatives, in-

cluding Rythu
Bharosa, Kalyana
Lakshmi, free RTC

bus travel for women,

200 units of free power
and fine rice for poor
families. He said the
introduction of digital
ration cards marked
an important step to-
wards technology-
based public adminis-
tration.

Urban MLA
D hanpal
Suryanarayana Gupta
and Armoor MLA Paidi
Rakesh Reddy called
for strict supervision of
the public distribution
system to ensure that

~ w
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every eligible family re-
ceived its rightful ben-
efits. They also urged
the authorities to pre-
vent any irregularities
in the distribution of
fine rice.

Several public rep-
resentatives, including
NUDA  Chairman
Kesha Venu, Market
Committee Chairman
Muppa Gangareddy,
District Library
Organisation Chair-
man Anthireddy
Rajireddy, along with

s

soass (31 a.poqs LOWSRL (170

senior officials, mu-
nicipal representa-
tives, ration dealers
and beneficiaries par-
ticipated in the
programme.

The large turnout of
beneficiaries and the
festive atmosphere
marked the launch of
the smart ration card
distribution as a sig-
nificant step towards a
more transparent and
technology-driven pub-
lic distribution system.

Grand Independence Day Gelehrations in Nizamahad :
State Government Adviser P Sudarshan Reddy Hoists National Hag

d

Nizamabad August
15,2026 : The 80th In-

dependence Day cel-
ebrations were held in
a grand and festive at-

mosphere at the Police Parade
Ground in Nizamabad on Saturday.
State Government Adviser P.
Sudarshan Reddy, the chief guest,
hoisted the National Flag and re-
ceived the ceremonial salute from
the police.

Addressing the gathering,
Sudarshan Reddy extended Inde-
pendence Day greetings to the
people and highlighted the develop-
ment and welfare programmes be-
ing implemented across the district.
He also reviewed the progress
achieved by various government de-
partments.

The chief guest visited photo ex-
hibition stalls showcasing the
achievements of the Agriculture,
Horticulture, DRDA, Dairy, Animal
Husbandry, Forest, Education, Medi-
cal and Health, Women and Child
Welfare, Mission Bhagiratha, Irriga-
tion and Samagra Shiksha depart-
ments, among others. He also wit-
nessed the tableaux presented by
departments including DRDA, RTC,

Electricity, Civil Supplies and
Housing.

Employees who rendered out-
standing services were presented
with appreciation certificates,
while medals were awarded to
police personnel for their distin-
guished service. Freedom fight-
ers and their family members
were also felicitated on the occa-
sion.

The cultural performances pre-
sented by schoolchildren were a
major attraction of the celebra-
tions. Students of Kanjara Resi-
dential Girls School, Vishwa Vikas
High School, Navipet Girls ZP
High School and TIME School pre-
sented patriotic songs and cul-
tural programmes, winning ap-
preciation from the gathering.

The chief guest, public repre-
sentatives and senior officials
specially congratulated the stu-
dents for their impressive perfor-
mances and patriotic spirit.

MLAs Dhanpal Suryanarayana

Gupta,

R. Bhoopathi Reddy and Paidi Rakesh Reddy, Mayor Uma Rani, State
Minorities Commission Chairman Tariq Ansari, Police Commissioner P.
Sai Chaitanya, Additional Collector Bhujanga Rao, DFO Prashanth Bajirao
Patil, State Agriculture Commission Member Gadugu Gangadhar, Trainee
Collector Suresh, Additional DCP Shubham Nagrale, DRO Geetha, Mu-
nicipal Commissioner Dileep Kumar, Nizamabad RDO Rajendra Kumair,
Trainee RDO Sandeep, senior officials of various departments, employ-
ees, freedom fighters, students and members of the public attended the
celebrations

Grand Independence Day Gelebrations in Kamareddy :

Gandhi Stadium in
Kamareddy on Satur-

Horticulture, District Rural Development Agency,
Animal Husbandry, Forest, Education, Medical

day. and Health, Women and Child Welfare, Mission

Telangana State
Backward Classes Wel-
fare and Development
Advisor V. Hanumanth
Rao, the chief guest,
unfurled the National
Flag and received the
ceremonial salute from
the police. He extended
Independence Day
greetings to the people
and addressed the
gathering, highlighting
the district’s develop-
ment and various wel-
fare and development

programmes being
implemented by the
government.

Hanumanth Rao vis-
ited the exhibition stalls
set up by different de-
partments, showcasing

Bhagiratha, Irrigation and Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan were among those displayed.

On the occasion, certificates of appreciation
were presented to employees who rendered out-
standing services, while medals were awarded
to police personnel for their achievements. Free-
dom fighters and their family members were also
felicitated with honour.

The cultural programmes presented by school-
children were a major attraction of the celebra-
tions. The students performed patriotic songs and
cultural programmes with enthusiasm, filling the
venue with a spirit of patriotism and national pride.
The chief guest, elected representatives and
senior officials appreciated the children for their
impressive performances.

District Collector Ashish Sangwan, Yellareddy
MLA Madanmohan Rao, District Library Depart-
ment Chairman Madhav Chandrakanth Reddy,
Municipal Chairperson Ippapalli Uma Rani, Dis-
trict SP Rajesh Chandra, Additional Collector Vic-
tor, Additional Local Bodies Collector N.Y. Giri,
DRO Pandu, public representatives, district offi-

80th Independence Day Celehrations
Held Grandly at Vijetha lllvm Platl School

Nirmal District : The ‘. ey
80th Independence Day .t
celebrations were held ©  §
grandly at Vijetha Olym
Piad School, located at-
Priyadarshini Nagar, ==
Road No. 7, in Nirmal dis-
trict headquarters. The §&&
school’s students enthu- §&
siastically participated in §&
the celebrations and =
showcased their talents. s

On the occasion, the
National Flag was
hoisted on the school _.
premises, followed by |l
the singing of the National
Anthem.  Students,
teachers, the principal,
and the school management paid their respects to the Tricolour and ex-
pressed their patriotic spirit.

The students’ dance performances and cultural programmes were
the main attractions of the event. With the enthusiastic participation of
the students, the school premises turned festive and vibrant. The
programmes were conducted to remember the sacrifices of the free-

their achievements and
ongoing programmes.
Stalls of Agriculture,

Kamareddy August 15, 2026 :: The 80th In-
dependence Day celebrations were held in a
grand and festive atmosphere at the Indira

cials, employees, freedom fighters, students and
members of the public participated in the celebra-
tions.

dom fighters and to promote patriotism and national unity. The celebra-
tions concluded on a colourful and memorable note.
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Nirmal District : Indepen- &
dence Day celebrations
were held in a grand and
colorful manner at the NTR

Mini Stadium in the town on & "1 )
Saturday, marking the 80th %

Independence Day.
Government

Whip
Vemula Veeresham at- }

tended the celebrations as &

the chief guest. District Col-
lector Bhavesh Mishra and
Aleti
Maheshwar Reddy also par-

Nirmal MLA

ticipated in the event.

Officials accorded a
warm welcome to the Gov-
ernment Whip by present-
ing saplings. He received
the ceremonial salute from
the police and hoisted the
The
programme commenced
with the national anthem,
patriotic songs and the

national flag.

Telangana State song.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Government Whip
Vemula Veeresham ex-
plained in detail the devel-
and welfare
programmes being imple-
mented by the Telangana
government. He said that
the district would continue
to progress in all sectors
with the dedicated efforts of
the officials. He urged dis-
trict officials and staff to
work with greater enthusi-
asm and contribute further
to the development of the

opment

district.

As part of the celebra-
tions, cultural programmes
presented by school stu-

dents, reflecting patriotism and national spirit, attracted the attention
of the gathering.

The Government Whip, Collector and MLA jointly presented cer-
tificates of appreciation to employees and staff from various depart-
ments who had demonstrated outstanding performance in their du-
ties. They said the awards were a recognition of their excellent work
and encouraged the awardees to continue working with greater dedi-
cation.

Certificates of appreciation were also presented to the students
who participated in the cultural programmes, and they were con-
gratulated for their performances.

The dignitaries inspected the tableaux presented by various de-
partments and visited the stalls set up on the occasion. The police
parade held as part of the celebrations was another major attrac-
tion.

Cheques worth ?50 crore sanctioned to various women’s groups
in the district were also distributed on the occasion.

Additional Collectors B. Venkateshwarlu and Kishore Kumar, DFO
Sushanth Sukhdev Bobade, ASP Sai Kiran, Bhainsa Sub-Collector
Ajmeera Sanket Kumar, along with other officials, public representa-
tives, teachers, students and others participated in the Independence
Day celebrations.

Welfare Benetfits for Every Family Is
the GIWBI‘IIIIIBIII S Goal

Nirmal District : New
Digital Ration Cards to
Benefit People in Mul-
tiple Ways: Govern-
ment Whip Vemula
Veeresham

The distribution of
new digital ration cards
was held in a grand
manner on Saturday
evening at Sagar Con-
vention near Kadthal in
Nirmal Rural Mandal.
Government Whip
Vemula Veeresham
participated in the
programme.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, he said that the
government has been
working with the wel-
fare of poor people as
its primary objective
since assuming office.
He stated that the new
digital ration cards were
introduced with the aim
of ensuring that every
eligible poor family re-
ceives the benefits of
government welfare
schemes.

He said that a total
of 2,49,313 new digital
ration cards would be
distributed across the
district. Emphasizing
transparent gover-
nance, he stated that
the ration card would
not merely serve as a
means of obtaining rice
but would also function
as a reliable identifica-
tion document for avail-
ing various government
schemes.

He further said that
the government’s ob-
jective is to eradicate
poverty in the state and
bring prosperity to every
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household. Giving the highest priority to the welfare sector, the govern-
ment is taking steps in accordance with the aspirations of the people.
He noted that the process of sanctioning ration cards has been simpli-
fied like never before.

Nirmal MLA Aleti Maheshwar Reddy urged people to make proper
use of the ration rice provided by the government and not to sell it. He
said ration cards would provide several benefits to poor families and
directed officials to ensure that ration rice reaches all eligible beneficia-
ries.

Mudhol MLA Pawar Rama Rao Patel recalled the support being pro-
vided by the Central Government for the supply of ration rice. He said
ration cards serve as important documents for availing several govern-
ment welfare schemes and added that the distribution of new ration
cards would greatly benefit the people.

Later, new ration cards were distributed to several beneficiaries from
the district.

Additional Collectors B. Venkateshwarlu and Kishore Kumar, Bhainsa
Sub-Collector Ajmeera Sanketh Kumar, DRO Rathod Ramesh, RDO
Devidas, DRDO Vijayalakshmi, Civil Supplies Officer Rajender, Nirmal
Municipal Vice-Chairman Appala Ganesh Chakravarthy, Bhainsa Agri-
cultural Market Committee Chairman Shinde Anand Rao Patel, Sarpanch
Gurram Ramu, various departmental officials, public representatives,
staff members and beneficiaries participated in the programme.

Sunday 16, August, 2026

The welfare of every poor family Is the
goal of the public government

80th Independence Day celebrations in grand style at Qila Warangal Fort
Minister Konda Surekha, District Collector unfurls the national flag

Warangal, Bureau : The 80th Independence
Day celebrations were held in grand style at
Khush Mahal in Qila Warangal Fort. State For-
est and Environment Endowment Minister
Konda Surekha and District Collector Dr. Satya
Sharada participated as the chief guests in these
celebrations and unfurled the national flag and
sang the national anthem. Later, they garlanded
the portraits of the Father of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi and Bharat Ratna Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
and paid homage. First, Minister Konda Surekha
received a salute from the police.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Konda
Surekha extended his heartfelt greetings to the
people of the city, public representatives, free-
dom fighters, officials, journalist friends, employ-
ees and students who have come here on the
auspicious occasion of India's Independence
Day.

| am very happy to participate in these sa-
cred celebrations today as the Minister of For-
est, Environment and Endowments of the
Telangana State. On this occasion, | bow my
head and pay my respects to all the great men
who have endured many hardships and sacri-
ficed their lives for the independence of the coun-
try and have become symbols of patriotism. As
a result of the aspirations of four crore Telangana
people, the sacrifices of the youth and the tire-
less struggles of students, we have achieved
the state of Telangana. The people's government
led by Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is working
to take Telangana forward on the path of devel-
opment with the aspirations, self-respect and
the spirit of the sacrifices of the martyrs.

We are moving forward towards making
Telangana a model state in the country by for-
mulating the "Public Administration Progress
Plan - 99-day Action Plan" and giving new im-
petus to welfare, development and transparent
governance through action. It can be said that
with the visionary leadership of the Chief Minis-
ter, Telangana State will move forward on the
path of progress in all sectors. In particular,

The Telangana State Government is giving
top priority to farmer welfare and is implement-
ing

Abhayahastam and 6 Guarantee schemes
at the field level.

The State Government is implementing the
Indiramma House Scheme with prestige with
the aim of realizing the dream of owning a house
for poor and middle class families. The Gov-
ernment is working to provide a house of its own
to every eligible family.

Under the Indiramma House Scheme,
houses have been sanctioned to 9522 poor
families in the district who do not have their own
house, and 6,977 beneficiaries have started
construction work. Currently, 3457 houses are
under construction at various stages, while 2973
houses have been completed and house entry
has also taken place. He said that the state
government has released funds of Rs. 202.42
crore so far.

With the efforts of District Collector Dr. Satya
Sharada

Warangal district has recelved a cash award
of Rs. 1 crore under the National Award for suc-
cessfully completing 72,262 water conservation
works under Jal Shakti Abhiyan Jalsanchaya Jan
Bhagidari 1.0. 8,342 works have been com-
pleted under Jal Shakti Abhiyan Jalsanchaya Jan
Bhagidari Bhagidari 2.0.

With the aim of making one crore women
millionaires, Indira Mahila Shakti Canteens are
being started and women are being provided
with Stree Nidhi Bunas through various banks
to provide livelihood to women. Rs. 3 crore 68
lakh 95 thousand have been given to 3,211
women's groups as interest-free Bunas.

919 Anganwadi centers in the district have
been upgraded to pre-primary education cen-
ters (preschools) for young children.

New food Distribution of Security Cards

The government has taken steps to provide
the benefits of welfare schemes to eligible poor
families through the public distribution system.
As part of this, 29,772 new ration cards have
been issued in Warangal district, benefiting
93,825 people. We are very happy to say that
we are also distributing smart ration cards
across the state on Saturday afternoon.

Special thanks were extended to Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy, who is taking the state
forward in all fields, and he wished for further
development in all fields in the district. As part
of the program, cultural programs organized by
students to enhance national pride entertained
all the people. On this occasion, Minister Konda
Surekha, along with the District Collector, felici-
tated the freedom fighters who worked hard for
the freedom struggle with shawls. Public repre-
sentatives, DCP, DFO, police senior officers,
officials, revenue officers, staff, district admin-
istration, etc. participated in the program

Netaji Walkers Cluh Celebrates
80th Independence Day with (;randeur

MANUGURU: The 80th Independence Day
celebrations were held in a grand manner under
the auspices of the Netaji Walkers Club at the
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Stadium in
Manuguru on Saturday.

Netaji Walkers Club Honorary President
Nasireddy Vijay Bhaskar Reddy unfurled the Na-
tional Flag. The gathering then joined in the Na-
tional Anthem, expressing their patriotism and
respect for the nation.

Speaking on the occasion, Honorary President
Nasireddy Vijay Bhaskar Reddy and General
Secretary Ravulapalli Ramamurthy recalled the
sacrifices of the freedom fighters who laid down
their lives for India's independence. They said
that the freedom and rights enjoyed by citizens
today are the result of the sacrifices and struggles
of countless freedom fighters.

They called upon everyone to draw inspira-
tion from the ideals of the freedom fighters and
contribute their share towards the development
of the nation. They also urged the younger gen-
eration to uphold national unity, integrity and
patriotic values.

Netaji Walkers Club Treasurer Vaddanam
Ramesh, Vice President Jonnalagadda
Venkateshwarlu, Deshaboyina Tirupathi Rao,
Prasad, Korimella Srinivas, Gold Shankar,
Hemadri, Bhadru, Hathi Ram, RMP Srinivasa

Reddy, Elia, Ramireddy, Yakaiah, Ravinder,
Vagaboyina Nageswara Rao, Kancharla Murali,
Chandu, Vineel, Chintamalla Ramesh, Baburao,
Santosh, Rambabu, Maskin, Sura Madhu, C.H.
Ramu, Gurram Srujan, Boshetti Ravi, Lalu, Sagar,
Srinu, Vinod, Ranjith, Arun and other club mem-
bers, students, locals and walkers participated
in the celebrations.

Patriotic Spirit Fills Netaji Stadium

The Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Stadium
echoed with patriotic slogans as members of the
Walkers Club, students and local residents en-
thusiastically participated in the Independence
Day celebrations. The gathering paid rich trib-
utes to the freedom fighters and celebrated the
spirit of India's independence with pride and en-
thusiasm.
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Manpreet says 202

———

Indian hockey midfielder Manpreet Singh says the 2026 FIH World Cup could be his last, as
India target their first World Cup medal after back-to-back Olympic successes. He backs the
squad’s balance, preparation and confidence ahead of the tournament.Connecting South Asians

Hyderabad: Indian men’s
hockey midfielder Manpreet Singh
says that the FIH World Cup start-
ing from August 15 in Belgium and
Holland could well be his last ap-
pearance. “"This World Cup
means a lot to me because it's my
fourth edition. We have won back-
to-back Olympic medals, but a
World Cup medal is still missing.
Every player dreams of having
both. For me, this could be my last
World Cup, so | am approaching it
with that mindset,” Manpreet said
in a chat with JioStar.

“ | am determined to achieve
what we haven’t yet. The team has
the experience and the talent to go
all the way. We have prepared well,
and the belief is high. Indian sports
are rising across the board, and
hockey is no different. We have
won Olympic medals, and now it's
time to go all the way in the World
Cup,” he said. On the team’s prepa-
ration and the importance of re-
specting every opponent in the
World Cup, Manpreet said: “| have
full faith in this team. Everyone is
excited and ready for the World
Cup. We have learned from past
editions that you cannot take any
team lightly in a tournament like
this. Our squad has a good balance
of youth and experience. Senior
players like our captain
Harmanpreet Singh, Mandeep
Singh, and myself have shared our
learnings with the younger players
about what worked, what didn’t, and
how to approach each match with
full focus,” Manpreet said.

“Every match in this tournament
is important. We need to go in with
the right mindset, respect every
opponent, and play to win. Our

o Wit ~

coach has emphasised fitness because we know that be-
ing fit helps us compete against the best. We have also
worked hard on our defence. A solid defence gives us the
confidence to attack and take control of the game,” he said.
On how the team prepares for any opponent in the World
Cup, the star midfielder said: “Regardless of who we play,
whether it's Pakistan or any other team, we stick to our game
plan. We don’t get caught up in the opposition’s name or
reputation. Hockey is a team sport.” “And, and if one player
tries to do everything alone, it can hurt the team. We must
trust each other and play as a unit. By working together and
executing our plans, we can beat any side. It all comes down
to how we perform on the day. We need to stay emotionally
balanced, stick to our roles, and play with discipline. That is
what will give us the best chance to win,” he said. On cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh, the seasoned campaigner said:
“Harmanpreet is an exceptional captain. He leads from the
front and guides everyone on the field. He motivates the play-
ers during tough moments and keeps the team calm under
pressure. His ability to read the game is top class,” he said.

“ His passing range, whether long overheads or ground
passes, is fantastic. He communicates well from the back
and organizes the defense effectively. He is easily one of
the best drag-flickers in the world. He has great power and
variation in his hits, and he always steps up when the team
needs him most. Having a captain like him gives the whole
team confidence,” Manpreet explained. On being confident
about making it to the final, the key member of the Indian
team said: “| am confident that we will reach the final of the
World Cup. The team is playing with great belief and giving
100 per cent in every single training session. The energy in
the camp is high, and every member of the squad is deter-
mined to achieve something special. | fully believe we will
make it to the final.”

;

Ben Shelton won the Canadian Open for a second straight year with
a 6-3 7-6(4) victory over fellow American Brandon Nakashima on Thurs-
day, claiming his second Masters 1000 crown and picking up a seventh
career title. The all-American ?final was the first at Masters 1000 level
since Andy Roddick beat Mardy Fish in Cincinnati in 2003 and offered an
encouraging sign for U.S. men's tennis ahead of the U.S. Open, where
the country has not had a men's singles champion since Roddick's tri-
umph that same year. Shelton arrived in Canada after a frustrating stretch
of ?results, having suffered a first-round exit at Wimbledon, a second-
round defeat at Roland Garros and managed just one win across his
first four Masters 1000 events of the season. However, he has rediscov-
ered his best form on the Canadian hard courts. "To play the way that I've
played this week, to go through this draw without dropping a set, | think it
speaks a lot to the work that I've been putting in, but it speaks a lot to my

mental toughness," Shelton said.

"It hasn't been the best for me, easiest ?or most ?straightforward
year for me, to put together a performance like this and playing at the top
of my game, | have no words." The fifth seed took control of the opening

y Over Nakashima

set as he repeatedly
. attacked Nakashima's
second serve after the
pair traded holds
through 3-3. Shelton
broke for 4-3 with ?a
forehand return winner
off a second serve and
struck again in the fi-
nal game as
Nakashima's forehand
began to falter.
Nakashima, playing
in his first Masters
1000 final, weathered
the pressure in the
?second set and
forced a tiebreak, but
Shelton again seized
the initiative with a
mini-break before
closing out the match
with a superb forehand
winner. Shelton be-
came the first Cana-
dian ?Open champion
since Novak Djokovic
in 2016 to win the tour-
nament without drop-
ping a set, while also
becoming the first
player since Rafa
Nadal in 2019 to suc-
cessfully defend the
title.
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Jharkhand teenager Shilpa Kumari, India’s U-17 women’s javelin record holder, draws inspira-
tion from Neeraj Chopra and dreams of Olympic glory. After emerging from a remote village, she
now targets a podium finish at the 2026 Youth Olympics.

Hyderabad: When Neeraj Chopra hurled the javelin be-
yond the 87-metre line at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, he not
just won the gold medal, he also sparked off a revolution in
Indian athletics with a plethora of javelin talent breaking out
onto the global stage.

While the likes of Commonwealth Games 2026 bronze
medallist Yashvir Singh and Rohit Yadav have come up
among the men, the women’s section has lacked a big star
— until now, that is.

Hailing from a remote village in the tribal district of Gumla
in Jharkhand, Shilpa Kumari — the current national record
holder in the women’s U-17 category — has emerged as the
next big hope of women'’s javelin in India.

For Shilpa, watching Neeraj Chopra’s Olympic exploits
live on television along with her neighbours at her village
‘chaupal’ was a life changing experience.

“I watched Neeraj Chopra win gold at the Olympics. That
inspired me to take up javelin. | want to emulate Neeraj sir
and win an Olympic medal,” Shilpa said during an interac-
tion with SAl Media.

“As | watched the people in my village celebrate Neeraj
Chopra’s triumph, | decided that winning an Olympic medal
in javelin will be the target of my life from then on.”

It was an athletics trial at the Sports Authority of India (SAI)
centre in Ranchi which eventually fuelled that Olympic dream.

Shilpa’s coach Binod Singh vividly remembers the day he
discovered what he termed as the “brightest emerging
women’s javelin star in India.

“When | first spotted her three years ago during a trial at
our SAl centre, | was impressed by her sheer natural talent.
At that time, she was a total novice. But | selected her due to
the fact that she displayed an extremely strong throwing ability.
| could see the potential and realised that she was a very
good prospect for the future,” the veteran coach recalled.

“Once | inducted her into training at the SAIl centre in
Ranchi, Shilpa showed excellent progress. She quickly im-
proved and is now the brightest upcoming prospect for India
in women’s javelin,” he added.

“Her parents are farmers and do not have the means to

provide the required support for
Shilpa’s sports career. It is the fa-
cilities, training, equipment, diet etc
provided by SAI which has helped
me to transform an uncut gem into
a shining diamond.”

The training at SAI bore fruit
when Shilpa burst onto the limelight
at the national level in 2025 when
she set a new women’s U-17
record with an effort of 55.62m at
the 69th National School Games.

Shilpa’s throw of 55.62m effort
is even better than India’s U18 na-
tional record of 55.19m, which was
achieved by Deepika of Haryana in
2023.

However, this mark was not of-
ficially recognised by the Athletics
Federation of India (AFI), as the
competition is not officially sanc-
tioned by World Athletics, the
sport’s global governing body.

The teenager’s official personal
best was registered at the 2025
Junior Nationals, where she fin-
ished fifth with a best throw of
45.90m — an improvement of
nearly 10 metres.

“As an athlete, my only focus is
to do my best. If the federation as
not officially registered my throw, |
will try to produce an even better
attempt at my next official compe-
tition,” Shilpa said.

Meanwhile, Binod Singh is con-
fident that his ward will continue to
create waves when she reaches
the senior level.

“Shilpa is not concerned
whether her best throw is officially
recognised or not. We know what
she can do. She will achieve that
mark again,” he said.

For now, Shilpa is focussed on
the Summer Youth Olympics which
is scheduled to take place in Dakar,
Senegal from October 31 to No-
vember 13, 2026.

“My first goal right now is to fin-
ish on the podium at the Youth
Olympics. But my ultimate goal is
an Olympic medal,” the bubbly
teenager said.

“I will dedicate my Olympic
medal to Neeraj sir.”

lga Swiatek heats Elena Rybakina to win National Bank Open

Iga Swiatek defeated Elena Rybakina 6-2, 6-3 to win the National Bank Open in Toronto, claim-
ing her first WTA Tour title of the year and 26th overall. Swiatek controlled the match with consis-
tent attacking tennis and few errors

Toronto: Seventh-seeded Iga Swiatek beat
second-seeded Elena Rybakina 6-2, 6-3 on
Thursday in the National Bank Open for her first
WTA Tour title of the year and 26th overall.

Swiatek, from Poland, broke Rybakina’s
serve early in the match and went on to take the
opening setin 29 minutes. Swiatek had another
break at 2-2 in the second set before closing
out the win in a tidy 75 minutes.

‘I was really in the zone,” Swiatek said. “I
wanted to make the match physical.” The hard-
serving Rybakina, who leads the tour in aces,
struggled to find her rhythm. Swiatek kept her
on her heels with a consistent attack, few er-
rors and excellent range on court.

‘| wasn’t playing aggressive enough and
wasn’t playing with (enough) energy,” Rybakina
said. “We all know she’s a fighter and she can
run left and right much longer than me.” A six-

time Grand Slam champion, Swiatek is pro-
jected to move up two spots to sixth in the new
world ranking.

“I'm speechless a little bit because the jour-
ney has been bumpy this season,” Swiatek said.
“To be here and to hold the trophy and to win
against the best players means alot.” Rybakina
will remain No. 2.

Earlier, Katerina Siniakova and Shuai Zhang
beat Sara Errani and Nicole Melichar-Martinez

6-3, 6-4 in the doubles final.

Tata Steel To Sell Jamshedpur Foothall And Sporting To Churchill Club For 2100

New Delhi: Tata Steel on Friday said the company will sell
its entire stake in Jamshedpur Football and Sporting Pri-
vate Limited to Churchill Brothers Sports Club for a nomi-

Private Limited (JFSPL) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of

the steel major. In a filing, Tata Steel said its Committee of'
Directors -- set up by the company's board -- has ap-y
proved the transfer of the entire 100 per cent equity stake ==

comprising 4.08 crore equity shares of face value Rs 10/ ﬁ

- each held by Tata Steel Limited in JFSPL to Churchill

Brothers Sports Club Private Limited (Churchill) at a nominal consideration of Rs 100. Following
the approval of the Committee of Directors, Tata Steel Limited and Churchill have entered into a
share purchase agreement setting out the terms and conditions governing the proposed transfer
of Tata Steel's entire shareholding (100) in JESPL to Churchill. Turnover of Jamshedpur Football

and Sporting Private Limited in FY26 was Rs 32.23 crore.
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Big Opp & Challenge In Front 0f Mass Raja

On August 21st, Mass Raja Raviteja is coming up with the film

“Irumudi”,

On August 21st, Mass Raja Rawteja is com-
ing up with the film “Irumudi”, whose trailer was
released recently. Until now, there are different
opinions on this film; however, after the release
of the trailer, the film is carrying different expec-
tations. But then, there is a big opportunity and
a big challenge before the senior star hero
through this movie. Here goes it.

Apparently, there are no big mass films at
the box office right now, as the likes of Viswanath
& Sons are not catering to the mass audience,
while Korean Kanakaraju has also explored the
max from the box office already. That presents
a big opportunity before the movie, as a slight
positive talk will also take the film’s reach to the
next level. That's a good sign, but then there is
a threat too.

The biggest challenge is that Mass Raja has
to prove anything in just 1 week with regard to
the movie. Because on the 26th, the massive
“Toxic” wave is going to hit the box office. Irre-

whose traller was released recently

spectlve of the Day 1 talk, the film is I|kely to strlke the box offlce very
hard, leaving no scope for other movies to survive. That will make things
challenging for Irumudi for sure.

Irumudi features Raviteja in the lead and is directed by Siva Nirvana,
whose recent films haven’t done very well at the box office.

Comrade Kalyan confirms
eagerly awaited release date

Sree Vishnu’s upcoming film Comrade Kalyan has
locked its worldwide release date.

+ L

KONA VENKAT Presents

Sree Vishnu’s upcoming film Comrade Kalyan has locked
its worldwide release date. The makers announced that the
film will arrive in theatres on October 9th, promising audiences
a theatrical experience packed with action, entertainment, emo-
tion and a slight revolutionary edge.

The release announcement was made through an intense
new poster featuring Sree Vishnu in a rugged avatar, walking
through a forest alongside a group of armed comrades. Sport-
ing a dark-green outfit and a red scarf, the actor’s command-
ing look sets the tone for a film that appears to explore a world
of rebellion, camaraderie and conflict.

Directed by Janakiram Marella, Comrade Kalyan is produced
by Venkata Krishna Karthi and Seetha Karnati. Kona Venkat is
presenting the film. The film songs composed by Vijai Bulganin
have been super successful raising anticipation.

The October first week release places Comrade Kalyan in
the festive theatrical window, giving Sree Vishnu's entertainer
perfect chance to score a blockbuster success. With its strik-
ing visual world and mass-oriented presentation, the film is
expected to generate further curiosity as the release date ap-
proaches.

KOKA crosses gigantic
1Million tickets milestone

The movie is registering strong audience trac-
tion at the ticket counters and it has already
crossed a gigantic milestone of 1 million+ tickets
sold across BMS and District apps.

NON STOP ENTERTAINER

Franrme]

Varun Tej has delivered a big hit with his new movie
Korean Kanakaraju. The movie is registering strong
audience traction at the ticket counters and it has al-
ready crossed a gigantic milestone of 1 million+ tickets
sold across BMS and District apps.

It is using the National Holiday Independence Day
advantage perfectly. Many shows registering housefulls
across the two states, today, showcasing the demand.
It is trending with 2.34K tickets booked per hour in its
second weekend. In a day and age when film run has
become limited, KOKA trending in its second weekend
with other big releases shows the box office stamina of
Varun Tej.

Directed by Merlapaka Gandhi, the film's entertain-
ment value is being praised by audiences with many
watching it on repeat in theatres. S. Thaman has com-
posed the music, while UV Creations and First Frame
Entertainment have produced the film, on massive scale.

Satya's comedy timing is being praised by all. Varun
Tej has become the talk of the town with his striking
performance in two different shades. Trade analysts are
predicting the movie to earn huge profits making use of
big holiday weekend, further.

Sairabhanu FL-
Graceful and Lovely

Begin typing your search above and press return to search.
The newly released first look poster perfectly sets an engaging
tone for this much-awaited romantic entertainer, leaving

audiences eager for more.

A

FUN FILLED
JOURNEY OF LOVE,
FAITH & DESTINY

Aadi Sai Kumar is back to charm the audience with his exciting new
film, Sairabhanu. The newly released first look poster perfectly sets an
engaging tone for this much-awaited romantic entertainer, leaving audi-
ences eager for more.

The vibrant design prominently highlights the movie's catchy tagline,
"A Fun Filled Journey of Love, Faith & Destiny," hinting at a captivating
and emotional comedy. Aadi Sai Kumar looks fresh and handsome in a
traditional white oultfit, while leading lady Bandhavi Sridhar looks beauti-
ful and graceful in a classic black burga. Together, their warm chemistry
while riding the motorcycle makes for a striking image.

Director Phani Krishna Siriki has crafted an engaging storyline aim-
ing to bridge cultural differences through humor, faith, and deep emo-
tion. Backed by passionate producer Razesh Danda, this visually ap-
pealing poster offers just a small glimpse of the beautiful journey the
makers have in store for audiences.

Manasa Varanasi's Divine
Darshan at Tirumala

Manasa Varanasi, the graceful Femina Miss India 2020 winner
who reached the Top 13 at Miss World, is steadily carving a
niche in South Indian cinema.

Manasa Varanasi, the graceful Femina Miss India 2020 winner who
reached the Top 13 at Miss World, is steadily carving a niche in South
Indian cinema. A former computer science engineer and financial ana-
lyst from Hyderabad, she transitioned from pageantry to acting with el-
egance and determination. She made her movie debut in the 2024 Telugu
film Devaki Nandana Vasudeva, playing the pivotal role of Satyabhama
(alongside Satya, Radha and Rukmini).

Her poised screen presence earned her early recognition. In 2026,
she starred as the lively Mithra in the bilingual romantic drama Couple
Friendly opposite Santosh Sobhan, which resonated well with audiences.
She is currently filming her Tamil debut alongside Sasikumar and ex-
ploring more Telugu projects. Recently, the actress was spotted at the
sacred Tirumala temple seeking the divine darshan of Lord Venkateswara
Swamy, dressed in a traditional green and cream saree with a warm
namaste. Fans and devotees celebrated her humble spiritual visit.
Govinda Govinda! May Lord Balaji’s blessings continue to light her path
in cinema and life.
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